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1.Tim.3.16. 
Without contronerſie, great us the my#erie of godlineſſe, 


. 8 | a 
4 '& p 1's N CR | 
/ = 
ot "” 4! > "pp" Nx . id 
F ; \\N p 
- Aa INT) V _ - / 
uy ; h \ \ - / 
4 * | $4 'Þ —Whe \N* Nate / q 
0; NE Ts SANS 
Dm > ML £4 1X: CAST 
> \ : 4 
= *, ) Al = "a 
- T- - N \ LOTTERY at bs _ 
Z 2» of © : S 
: A \ |S 
- 55/4 > M00 EFT 
2 |BRIGIA | | 
=« F. I- 
MII // FI / 
OPj > IX / 
bs —— 6 - a gy 17 
De EPELV/ 
ITI / 
_ / 
- >. 
- D RJ //, 


>! 


Ar Lonvpon 


Printed for SamveL Macnan, and are 


to be (old at his ſhop in Pauls Church-yard at the ſigne 
of the Bull bead, 1613, T 


1 1.0 PASS rpms on) ry 2 a AE IIUN® ye terry Pry 
hy ' * 4 


<2 — a—— aa 
Lee er III 


Sz Pos. --Tooeakiies 
- 4rv= rn + EK. We 


» ” 
CROSS WAI tiC ru CeSern 


 w—_ So - OR 


Hy ON IP 16 


clo the right VV orſhipfull fir Anthony 
Ronus of Halton tn Cornewall 


Knight. 


t ve T5) CRE NN GB BUGS af NBR 
4 4 | : 
CASTER EI ENS ESI ED SILENSIE 
Ee ECD) INES. 
| TH; ff. IH By JH * 19 5, 


— 


SY Jour good [eaue, that they may bee entitled to your name. N ey- 
> ther letthem | pray you be the more unwelcome, becauſe they 
D ip become (45#t were) at a [econdband , but be pleaſedrather 
? tointerprete my purpoſe thus ; that I would firSt trie them, how 
they could beare the light before 1 would adnenturethem-to 
: = your preſence, Now therefere that they bane once paſſed the 
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AR hands and cenſure of therswith ſome faricur , Thane ſomnch 
the more courage to commend them to your v/e ; net doubting withall , but that if at anie 
time they ſhallpaſſe T Amar, the credit of your name, writtenmibeir front, ſpall much 
farther their acceptance , chiefly with thoſe , to whom your long continued reſpect tothe 
truth of Religion, ts not vnknowne, 1 hope alſo that your Worſhip will account this 45 ane 
widence of my loue to your ſoule , for which I must holde my ſelfe bound to hane care ; be- 
cauſe albeit youlime not under my minifterie , yet , inaſmuch as ont of that part of your 
faire Inherttance which lyeth heere , 1 receme ſome of my maintenance, 1 muit needes 
thinke it my duetie tobeſtow ome (1 pirituall gift *, 5y which I might ſomething further 
Journ jour paſſage towards that Countrey which Itraft youſeeked; and for your ob- 
tayning whereof 1 will not ceaſe to pray... So, craning your pardon for my beldneſſe , 1 reft, 
from Modbury, : : 


Your Worſhips in all Chriſtian reſpeQs, 


Sam, HiFxoN, 


2 Rom,r.t 1, 
b Heb.1 1,14» 
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THE GOSPEL. 


The firft Part ; andthe firft Sermon. 
LvKE 1. v. 67. &c. 


Then hi father Zacnarias was filed with the Holie Gho#Ft, and propheſied, ſaying: 
Bleſſedbeike Lord God of Iſracl, &c. 


Em ERP B©@3 N this palſage of ſpeech,in which the hymneof Zacharie The general 
OA K-22) 5 reported,twothingsaretobe conlidered: firlt;the pre- 1;,;honf 
@) NP; 7 face toit: {econdly, the hymneit lelfe, In the preface a- ;he wwe 
A 7 WW TJ 2 }/ giine,there are two points obſerved; firſt,theſpeciall cna- place. 
EZ; | 79, vling of Zacharie tothis bulineſle : ſecondly, the gene- 
1 FO y 97; £5 rall nature of thethipg performed. Theenabling of Za- 
A Tm WW charic, is intheſe words, He was fileawuh the Holy Ghost, 
8 PDICD I By [ the Holy Gheit] wee wult not here vnderitand the 
very eljence and deittc of the third perſon in T'rinitie , but the gifts and graces 
of the Holie Gholt, according as chewordis often foraxen in the Scripture? 
By being filed with the Holy Gh35t , wee mult not imagine, that Z acharzecill this ne h 
time was deſticure of the graces of the Spirite, butthis1srhemeaning, thatat . 
thistime, and vpoa thisoccalion , a more large and plentifull mealure of the 
graces of Gods Spiriceappearedin him - In this we may obſerue, that Z acharie 
afflicted formerly with thedumbnetle of many monerhs, hath not onely the Ji- 
bertieof hisſpeech reſtored, butbeing endowed with a fuller portion of Gods 
graces, his tongueis made che inſtrument of che Holy Ghoſt, in vttering a mat- 
ter ofextraordinarieconſequence. From whence we may colle&thisdoArine : 7, x, JoT7; 
That the comforts which God heapech vpon his attlicted ſeruants doecome in 
with akindeof aduantage; there is not onely a rewoouing of theafflition , bur 
a beſtowing withall of ſume ſpeciall kindnelle. Z acbarie1s not onely new, not 
dumbe, but (which is more) is enabled by an exrraocdinarie meaſureof ſpiritu- 
all gifts, even in an admirable maner, tofet forth the whole myfterie of the re- 
demption of mankinde. We meet with like examples in holy Writ, Great was 
the att Aion of Zoſeph, Hee was [olds for a ſlaue, they held bis ſeeterntheflockes, and | 
te ws lated inyrons>, But when the Lord had chorowly tried him, as liluer is rej- * Pal. 1054 
ed, inthe furnace of along and srecuous affliction, hee was not barely enlarged, 77-25. 
but withall,aduanced foa place of great ceſpeRt; The King male him Lord of his 
hou(e<, cc, Mi{er his triallis atlargeſerdowneinthe ſtorie 4, his feare, bis flight <verſ 21, 
and nislong (eruicein Midian z but when Gods appoyntedeime came, heenot * £x09.24144 
onely reſtored him to the fellowſhip of his owne countrey-men, but wagehtm *© 
the guide and captaine of his people, ſo that he never wrought greater things by 
the hand of any mecre man, then hee did by the hand of 1o/es. Notorious is 
the Hiltorie of 1b, how hewas tormented in perſon, and waſtcd in eſtate : but 
when :he Lord turned his captinitte, he gaue him twice ſo much as he had before ©, and eg, 42,10. 
blefſed his lat dayes mare then the firi#* To this apreeth that of Dazid, who ſaith, Veil. 12. 
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The vſc. 


nm Heb.12.11, 


The 2, deft, 


The Abriggement of the Goſpel. 


that the Lord did not onely &ring him ont of the horriblepit, but allo [ct har feete 
pon arocke, and ordered by geings 8, And thatoftheatilifted peopleis of likena- 
ture ; After two daies (ſay they) be willreninie vs: thats not all,but,mmthe third day 
he will raiſe vs vp , and wee ſhall line in bu fight Þ: . Hee would not onely pull backe 
his band and forbeareto (mite (which yer had beene much) but he would come 
as askilfull and tender hearted Surgeon, tolappe vp theirſores, to powreoylein- 
totheirwounds , to gine them beantte for aſhes, the garment of olaaneſſe for the [pirate 
of heazineſſe i: neyther would hee alone in (ome little meaſurereuiue and quic- 
kenthem, but he would giue that large meaſure of ſtrength thatthey ſhould ze 
inbis ſight. They which went weeping, doe not onelyretwrne with zoy, but they due 0- 
uer and aboue bring their ſheanes withthem EF, 

T he reaſon of the Lords ſo dealing proceeds; firſt, from his mercie: He know. 
eth whereof we be made ((aith Danid) be remembreth that we be but dui? |: therefore 
leſt his afited ſeruants ſhould be ſwallowed vp with heauineſle, and cuen o« 
vercome with diſcouragement, hee doeth not onely withdraw his hand of cha- 
ſliſement, but hee addeth ſome ſpeciall mercy ,, to the end that they may bee 
comfortably aſſured, that whatſoeuer was done, was done to prepare them for 
4 greater kindenelle. Secondly, it proceedeth from his Wiſedome : hee know- 
eth that none do valew his kindneſles more,or are fitter toemploy them to their 
owne good and thegood of others, then thoſethat haue beene moſt humbled 
by affli ions : according as no ground is (o fieto receiue ſeede, evenwith a full 
hand , as that which hath beene molt corne with the pleugh , and beaten ſmal- 
leſt with the labour of the husbandman : For this cauſe Godis wont to make reg« 
dy his ſeryants for great graces by great croſles: affliction is hisſchoole,in which 
hetraines them vp for the belt purpoſes. 

This doctrine is ful of comfort co all, who being vnder the crofſein what kind 
ſocuer, doe lookevp to the hand which ſmiteth, and ſeeke toprofite by cribula- 
tion. The Lords yokeis vnplealing to fleſh and bloud, and his chaſtiſements 
like bitter pilles which cannot goe downe without much annoyance to the (to- 
macke;but if thou wilt hauetrueſolidecomfort, looke nor ſo much ypon the 
preſent gricuance,as vpon the quiet fruit of Righteonſneſſe ® which will ſurely fol- 
low :and take it fora rule which neuer faileth, chatthecrofle (if care be had to 
profite thereby) neuer departs but it leaueth a bleſſing betunde: God gives ſome 
ſpeciall fauour or other in lieu of the former burthen, Z acharie, who had beene 
dumbetenne moneths, not onely (peakes, but being furniſhed witha large por- 
tion of new grace, hee ſpeakes more heauenly than before, Learnethus tro bee 
humbled with Z acharie, and loe, thus thou ſhalt becomforted, 

Secondly, from hence weare taught another doctrine; That thoſe whom God 
intendeth to employ in any ſpectallſernice, hee furmſheth with gifts ſutable tothe nature 
of the buſmeſſe, inwhich he will employ them, 7 acharie is appoynted to prophelie: 
the buſineſle is weightie, therefore he is filed with the holy Gho#t, that hee may be 
abletoperforme it, This may be madeplaine by many particulars: The Lord 
meanttoſend ſes vpon a ſervice of great conſequence. [wil ſend theeto Pha- 


nExod.3.10, 740b, ®&c, Hoſes, being guiltic of his owne infirmitie, was afraid co vndergoe it- 
® Ezod.4.10, Oh my Lord, 1 am-»not eloquemt9,c, : The Lord ſupplied his want: Goe now,and I 


P Verl. 12, 


JIſa,s.5. 


r Yerſ.8. 
fIeruas, 


t Vetil.9. 


will be with thy month P, &c. 1/aiah being ina vilionin the preſence of God, and 
conlidering the nature of theſeruice towhich he was called, cried out, Poe is me, 
for I am vndene 4, &c, Afﬀterthisone of the Seraphims touched his mouth with 
acoale from the Altar, and theProphet was thereupon ſo ſenſible ofthe ſupply 
of grace, that hee was as ready to gocas the Lord was co employ him : Heere ans 
1,ſend mer, Theſlameis to be ſcenein Jeremy: God calling him, hebeganne to 
complaine of his inſufficiencie ; O Zerd, beholde Icamot ſpeake, for I am a childef. 
Well,the Lord tookeaway his feare,by beltowing a competencie of gifts; Behold 


I bane put my words inthy mouth * ,T oauching Ezechie/,as there is mention me cof 
| ods 
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Gods ſending him ®, ſothercis alſo of Gods furniſhing him*, Chriſt tolde his «pze.r.3.4c, 
Diſciples, that he would make then fiſhers of meny, thatis, that hee would traine * Ezc.2.2.8 
chem vp to be comperently fit for the (eruice to which hee ordained them: For 3+7- : 
this cauſe, before hee choſe them , bee ſpent the whole night inprayer to God* , hee 4. "+" 
breathed onthem- the holy Gbost », Hewilled them after his aſcenſion, to tarry at 2Toh: = "5ocl 
Jeruſalem, vnill they were ended with power from on high, Bezaleel and Aholiab,in- Þ Luk.24. 49. 
ſomuchas they were toworke in the rabernacle, were filled with ax excellent ſpire; *Exod.'35.31. 
and when God choſe Saw/tothe kingdome , hegaue him another heart4 , If God © 1:Samto.g 
[ould notthus deale , it were contrarie to thoſe principles of holie wiſedome 

which himſelte bath lefr vpon record in his Word, As vineger #70 the teeth, and 

[moake tothe eyes, ſow the ſlonthfull to them. that ſend him. the that ſendeth a meſ- © Prou.10,26, 
ſage by the haudof afoole , 2 a4 he that cutteth off thefeete*, No wile man willſenda Proucz6.6, 
foole on an arrand of moment : Whowill ſet a freſh ſouldier oueran armie, or | 
entruſt a cumbe wan with an emballage ? Itwerean odiousimputation to the 

wiſelt God, to thinke him letle carefull in his bulinefle, then wen arein their af- 

faires. Belides , grearis thecorruption of our nature, our heart wicked abone all 

things S, the 1magmanions of it axe oncly enil{h, Now, as men doe not gather grapes of SIer.17.9, 
thornes , ner figges of thifHes* , ſothe heart of man, whichis in it ſelfe, euena ye- *Gen.6. 5, 
ry mint of vanitie, and a forgeof profane, godlelle, andirreligious thoughts,can 'Mat7-16. 
not bring forth any good matter without ſpecialil enabling, 

This is a gvod adiworition to all thoſe which intend to enter into any lſeruice 9}; Ve 
of weight ,eytherin the Church or common-wealth. It is a dangerous thing ro : 
thruſt onesſelteinto the Lords buſineſle, Heavy will that ſaying be,when God 
ſhallſay of any ; 1 hawenor (em them, yettheyranmmeK: And woe to him who ſhall *Ier.23.2r. 
bechallenged with that ; Friend, how camest thou hither ? Now hee that would ' Mat.:z. 12, 
know whether God hath ſent him, mutt not ſtay for reuelations or ſome ſpeciall 
informations from heauen, but hee mult ſearch his owne heart, toſee with whae 
graces he is furniſhed : If betweenethecalling heeintends, and hisſufficiencie, 

there be any proportion, thereis an euidenceof ſending ; wherethere is not, he 
that vndertakes it, is but an intruder, and his reckoning will be terrible. 

Now followeth to confider the generall nature of the buſineſſe to which Z a- 
charie was enabled: Itis ſaid, hee prophecied. Toprophecie,in Scripture fignifieth 
rwo things: Firlt, to foretell things to come, and ſo the word ordinarily lignifi- 
ethinthe olde Teſtament : Seconely, exactly and ſoundly to interpretthe Scri- 
pture, towhich ſen{erhe word ts often applyed in the new Teltament®. Zacha- n; c..; ey 
riehis prophecying may notvntitly be referred to both : For heepartly foretolde &c. a 
things tocome,as of on Baprist, and partly alſo heedid excellently interprete 1,Theſl,s. 20. 
things anciently writtenof the Meſſias. Once, this weſce, that the holy Ghoſt 
in him wasnotidle, but did diſcoverit felfe in ſome holy and religious employ- 
ment; ſo that hencethis isgathered, That the graces of Gods ſpirit whereſoener they The 2, do- 
be, are not idle, but are alwayes to be ſcene inthe doing of (ome [pirituall good, according rine. 
to their places and callings, who are induedtherewith, Zacharie i filled with the Hole 
Gho#, and ({traitway he prophecieth: the moregraces hee had receiuedin him- 
ſelfe, the more good proceedethfrom him to others, He that belzeneth on me((aith 
our Saviour) et of his belly ſoall flow riners of water of ife ® , Thegracesreceiued n Ioh,7.38. 
ſhall idue out totherefreſhing of others. Paxllaith, that ir pleaſed God torencale 
bis Soune to him , that hee mught preach bim- among the Gentiles 9, and thar God did 0 Gal.r16, 
comfort him in all bis tribulations, that he might be able to comfort othersy , Ttisan » 2.Cox, 1, 4, 
expreſſecommaundement ; Emery man as he hathreceined, ſo let hum miniSter vnto 
another, as a good aiſpoſer of the manifold grace of God 4, Everie one isa Steward, not 4; Pex, 4, 10, 
to engroſle Gods graces to him(lelfe, but to employ them to a common benefir. 

The word((aith the Prophet) was tn my heart as a burning fire ſhut vp in my bones,and 

I couldnot ſtay* : and, We cannot but ſpeaks, lay the Apoſtles, The gifts and r 1er.20.9, 

gracesof Gods Spirite arelike the oyntment, wherewith farce —_ Jeſus * AR, 4.20 
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The Abridgement of the Goſpel. 


Feete; the text ſaith, The heuſe was filled with the ſanour of it *, It is truly ſaid, that 
Good isaſpreader of itſelfen ; Itis likeacandiein a workemans ſhopin a win- 
ters euening, which both giues light to the workeman,and to the patlers by alſo, 
This,firſt may bean advertiſement tothoſle, which being called to the {cruice 
ofthe church, arenegligent in their places : ſome ſuch would be accountedIear- 
nedand gocd ſchollers. But it cannotbeſo : Where the graces of God are, they 


 areneuer idle: Where there is idlene{le in action, therets emptineſle in atfeti- 


on, It may bethat in (ſuch a loiterer as the Prophet ſpeaketh of ho /iethr and ſlee- 
peth,and delighteth in ſleeping *, there may bea great deale of confuſed knowledge, 
but certainely thereis no ſanRified learning : There is no holy Ghoſt in thy 
heart, it (thy calling requiring it) there be no propheciein thy mouth ; and whae 
vie is thereof a head fullof learniog, with a mouth full of nothing? Iris cruely 
faid that the Prieits/ippes ſhould preſerue knowledgey : But why ? to hoord it vpas 
miſers doe their corne ? No : But that his lippes may feede many ®, and may 
ſpread abroad knowledge®, Therefore alſo(faith theProphet) rhe people wni? ſeeks 
it at hs monthÞ , Whereforelet vs holdethis: 'Thegifts of the Spirit and profi- 
cable employment cannot be ſeparated: heeis not truely learned, whodoth nor 
truly labour : Whentheu art conmerted ftrengthen thy brethren <, 

Secondly, this may haue a larger application toall; thus, Pax/faith , If arie 
man haue not the ſþirite of Chriſt, the ſame ts none of #4 ; Now if weewould knowe 
whether Chriſts Spirite beinvsor no, we mult follow Chriſts rule, of ivdging 
the tree by the fruits<, Let vs ſcewhatcomes from vs,which may be profitable 
co others in matters concerning life eternal]. Where be thoſe particulars ſpoken 
of in the Scripture, admoniſhing the vuruly , comforting the feeble minded* ? ec. 
Where is our conſidering one auorber to pronoke tolone and to good workess ? Where 
be our prayers,exhortations and inſtructions in our families? Whereſuchfruits 
as theſe be are wanting, there the graces of Gods Spiritearenot preſent. Hethat 
is notcarefullin his place to profite others inthe wayes of godlineſle, him(clfe 
is farre from any true tafte of godlinetle. Z acharie was filed with the holie GhoFt, 
and he was forthwith employed ina (pirituall ſeruice,of which even we haue the 
benefite to this day. Thus much of the Preface. 

The Prophecie or Hymneit felfe may be divided into two parts : the firſt of 
which is touching Chriſt and the worke of Saluation by him wrought, voto the 
76. verſe : theſecondisof 7ohv Baptiiand his office in reſpeR of Chriſt, The 
former part againe may be cut intotwo members: Firſt, a propolition ( Bleſſed 
be the Lord Godof Iſrael: ) Secondly, the proofe thereof, ( For hee hath wviſtedand 
redeemed his people,@&c.) a 

In che propoſition we have to note twothings : Firlt, aduetie performed: Se- 
condly, A deſcription of the party to whom it is performed, The dutieperfor- 
med, is a Bleſſing of God, To bleſſe Ged , isan we 4ry 2re% of Scripture, it be- 
tokeneth nothing elſe, butto give thankes to God for his bleſſings receiued: 
Theſewords, prat/e Ged, or bleſſe God,or gine thankes to God, are indifferently tran- 
ſlated: it isall one as if Zacharic had ſaid, Allpraiſe, honour, and thankes bee ginen 
vnto God, The doArinecommended tovs isthis ; That the praiſmg and bleſſing the 
name of God for b1s goodnes, 1s one part of that ſpirituall worſhip and ſernice, which © ow- 
ing from vs vnto God, Itis plaineby the text, For I aske what that was which Za- 
chary here performed:It muſt be anſwered,that he offred vp a ſacrifice of thank(- 
giving to God. Iaskeagaine, Did he therein worſhip God? Queſtionlelle he did, 
and that which he did, proceeded from the Spicitof God, & could not chuſe but 
be acceptable before him, Outof theſe it muſt needes follow, that thankeſgiuing 
is one part of that duty which 1s to be performed by vs vnto God. This wil eaſily 
be made good by Scripture: Call vpor me (faith God) inthe day of rrouble, ſo I will 
delinerthee,and thou ſhalt glorifie meb.. Let vs offer the ſacrifice of praiſe always to Godh, 


This kinde of ſeruice isin thoſe words compared to thole (weere ſmelling _ 
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. The Abriagement of the Goſpel b 


ces which inthe time of the Lawe were offered to God; Pax! bids 3oyne gining of 


thanks with our requeFt; which we ſhew vnto'Goa®k. ; ſothatthis duticishikethelalr 
with which all our ſeruicesmuft beeſcafoned. Hence arethe commendations 
given of it, 1: becommeth vpright mentobethankefuli' : It iz a good thing ta praiſe the 
Lord" It is apleaſam thing, and praiſe ts comely". , 'Flence was Damiascareto giue 
eaidence of ſpeciallthankefulnelſevpon ſpeciall occaſions: from:whencecame 
that phraſe ot his, Anewſovg 9, lignifying his courſe of particular inlifting vpon 
particular fauours. The defaultheereinremaineth asa great ſiainein the good 
name of Hez.ekiab, He did notrender according tothe reward beſtowed vpon himy, 
This ſhould prouoke vs tomake conſcience of this duectie, every man laying 
to his ſoule with Dawid, My ſonle praiſe thou the Lord, ana all that i within me praiſe 
his baly name 4, Thankeſgiuing was ordained as an exercife for manin paradiſe, 
and ſhall be an exerciſe in heauen, whenas all other excrciſes are determined. 
In heauen theword and ſacraments ſhall ceaſe, but the #e{/ing of God ſhall neuer 
ceaſe,ſecing it is the peculiar exerciſe of the Angells & Saintsof the Lord: The 
more we praQiſethis duety now, the more wee have our conner(ation in heanen® : 
Tf it bea ſeruice tedious vntovs, heauen'itſelfe will bea burden. Whenthis due- 
tic is named with the particulars of it, many will be ready to ſteppeforth and ſay 
with him in the Goſpel, At theſe have [ kept from my yomh©: wethanke God(ſay 
we) for all : but when it commeth to triall, thecaſe will be likethat of the tenne 
Lepers, Temne were cleanfed, but one onely retturnedro gue God praiſe, Many enioy- 
ers of Gods bleſſings, few which returne backe to ſhew their thankfulneſle. And 
thisappeareth by three thipgs: Firſt,by our generall careleſnetſein the duties of 
Chri fan holinelſe. True thankefulnetTeſtands not in words and ſhewes, butin 
the practiſe of obedience, The fonne in the Goſpel who faid,1 gofir,yet went wot®, 
was he dutifull> ſohewhoſaith, /chanke God," and, Bleſſed be God,&-c. and yet 
carethnot to diſhonour God , is he thankfull? Offering praiſe, and, diſpoſmg ones 
way 4right , are coupled together as companions *® : whetethelatteris wanting, 
the firſt is but a ceremonie. He that bauing received a kindnefle from me, ſhall 
comeand ſay, he thanks me, and when he hath turned his backe, ſhall doemeea 
diſpleaſure; Iwillneuer thinke him cobethankefull, Hetbatcommethto God, 
licethe Phatiſee, with Lord Trhankethee y in his mouth, and yet maketh no con- 
ſcienceofſinne, is butadillembler. He hath Iacobswoyce , but Eſau handes *, 
His words ate the words of bleſling , but his deedes are full of curſedneſle. Sith 
then men generally liuein grotſelinnes co the diſhonour of God, and tothe diſ- 
credite of religion, let their words beas they will,yetthey ſhall becalt off as men 
guiltie of vnthankefulneſſe. The ſecond ligneof ourvnthankefulneſſe is, our 
paſlingouerdaily fauours without reſpeR : health, libercie, reſt,food, ſucceilein 
our affaires,theſe things are daily beſtowed, yet we vſethem as ſwine, whocate 
the malte, butneuerlooke vp to the tree from whenceit falleth : wee goeto our 
Kneate, co our rel, to our labour without ary lignification of our acknowledge- 
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ment from whom theſe things come; or of cur opinidn, that nothing can dovs 


good withoutGods bleſſing, Thethird ligne is, the curſedneſſeofmany of our 
language. S. lemes makes ita matter of impollibilitie,that God ſhould bebleiled 
by acurſed tongue, Doth « fountains at one place ſend foorth [weete water and bitter? ? 
Swearers,railers, flanderers, viciousſpeakers; as holinelſe capnor dwell intheir 
hearts, ſoncither can their tongues be meſſengers of any true thankfulnetſevn- 
toGoud. Toconcludethis point then,if we wil be thought cruly to worſhip God, 
letvs makeconſcienceofthe duety of thankefulneſſe: if we will be thought truly 
thankefull,let vs declareour thankefulaeile by obedience, letvs takeall occali- 
ons to bleſſe God for bleſſing vs, andletys beware how wee debile our tongues 
withcurſedneſſe. Thus much of the duety to be performed. 
 Nowfolloweththedeſcription ofthe party towhom it mult be performed:the 
Lord Gedof Iſrael He is Lord ofthe whole carth,accordingeo thatinthe plalme: 
| Z The 
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The vc. 


\. The) Abridgement of the.Goſpel. 


The earth is the Lords and all that thereinss'Þ , How then is hethe Good of Iſrael ? 
By 1/raclis meanttbe churchand choſen peopleof God :and therefore theele& 
are called the I/rael! of Ged< , and thetruec ſeruants of Gad, 1/rachitesindeede® , 


| The (tateandchurch of Iſrael was atype of thechurch of God,ſeleted and cul- 


led out from therelt of the world,to be a peculrar people tohimſeife ©: ſothen,the 
Godof Iſraelis the God of his church; this is hiseſpeciall dignitie,aswhen a great 
man carries the name of his Baronry. Hence we are taught two things, the one is 


this, the abſolute andimpregnable ſafetie of Gods Church :the Lord is the God ther- 


of.God would haue cuenthe very licuation of Teruſalem tobe a ligne of his pro- 
reion : Ar the monntaines are about Ieru(alem , ſo i the Lord about hes peoplet : God 
# in the middeFt of it , therefore ſhall it not be mooneds : Heewill coner thee (faith the 
Pſalmiſt co the whole body of Gods people) wnder his wings, thou fralt be ſure 
vnder bu feathers," &c, Behold, hethat keepeth Iſrael ſhall nexther ſlumber vor ſleepi, 
The Church of God isſhadowed out by Salomon; bed : Three ſcore ſtronggnts are 
round abeut it of the valiant men of lſracl, they alt handle the ſword, and are pert in 
warre , ener) one hath his ſword vpon bus thigh for the feare bynightk , Deſeruedly 
thereforeſaid Danid, Bleſſed are the people whoſe Gad us the Lord, 


T his doth teach vsa good leflon, All kingdomes haue their periods, all fates 
are ſubie& to innouation , onely thechurchof Gods of perpetvitie : [wil give 


= Iſn-46,13- ſaluationin Zion, ſaith God", there ſhall bee a place of refuge, and a coner for the 
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* Matt. 16. 26, 


TheVſe. 
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ſoule*?. 


ſtorme and for the raine® , Naturall mencan ſee the vncertainetie of all outward 


chings, and the vanitieof the greateſt alſurances, yet they take not the righe 
courſe for ſafegard: ſome viecthe policieofthevnini# Steward®o: lomeverifiethe 


| fayingof Salomon, The rich mans riches are bis ſtrong citie, and as an bigh wall in bis 5- 
meginationy: (ome putall deſperately to an aduenture. The only way is,tocleaue 


rothe Church of God, there the Lord willcreate adefenced , They which labous 
to keep thefellowſhip of Gods people by the onto of te ſpirit in the bond of peace®; 
the Lordis their God, they ſhall be ſureof the (urelt proteRtion,Þ 
Theother thing taught hence is, That to be one of Gods people, a true linely mem- 
ber of his Church, 1s a mans greate#t hononr, It is (we ſce) Gods greateſt honor,and 
his highelt cicle, to be called the God of 1ſrach, the God ef his Church : Heeis (faith 
Paul) the Sanionrof all men , ſþecially ef themthat beleenef, In the Church Gad is 
knowne, there heis worſhipped, there hee beſtoweth the greateſt. prerogatiues, 
and thence hereceiveth the greateſt honour, It is his chiefe honour to beethe 
God of his Church  ſoisit our chiefeſt dignitie to be true limbes of that ſociety. 
Hencewas Danids delire, to have the Lord to 4ft wp the light of bis countenance wp 
on him, and to be, though but aDoore-keeper in Gods boſe", Qut ofthe Church 
isnofaluation ; and , What Gall it profit a manto wine the world, if he ſoould loſe his 
Many are wont to ſay, Who will ew vs avy goody? To thoſe which ſo demand, 
I an(wer, Behold here thechiefeſt good: the belt and molt abloluge preferments 


* Math.6.33, Secke the kingdome of God*, labourto beoneof Gods people, thouranſtnorhaue 


a greater dignitie. 
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The ſecond Sermon. 


Becanſe he bath vifted and redeemed hu people. 


S575 E hauc heardofthe Propolition, ( thattheLord Godof 1/- 
ILINZA racls to bepraiſed.) Now followeth the proofethereof: For 
) he hath viſited and redeemed his people, &c., T heſummeof the 
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ſ 7 | proofeis ; that God istherforeco be praiſed, becauſe ofthat 
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great workewhich he hath wrought tor the good and(alua- 
tion of his Church . Heere we hauc two things toſpeakeof: 
firlt, the parties to whom the benefirof thisgreatworkeap- 
pertaineth , and for whoſe ſakeit is wrought: ſecondly,the 
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worke it ſelfe, 
Touching the firſt, they are Gods peg , thatis, thoſe which belong vntothe 
eleRion of grace, and whichare in Gods eternall counſcll ordained vntolife. 
Hence wearetaught, 7hat the bleſſings which doe diretily and immediately concerne The 2.46 
life eternal, onely thoſe are intereſſed in them, which are Goaspeople, Thisis plainein a 
this place: For if the queſtion be,whom the Lord did vi/re and redeeme ? Itis an- 
ſwered by the Spiriteof God in Zacbarie, that he v1/ited and redeemed his people : 
ſo ſpeaketh the Scripture, It wasthe ſaying ofthe Angell, He bal ſarc hrs people 
fromtheir (ines : there the benefite of /a/nation is reſtrained onely to Gods peo- *Matthyuzu, 
ple.Soagaine, / bring you tydings of great ioy which ſtall beto allthe people, The birth 
of Chriſt is a meſſage of ioy , but to whom? not roall : ( for all doenot reioyce 
therein) but onely to the choſen of God : Thepeople: The, is a word of ſpeciall 
diſtintionÞ. Peace ball be vponthew, and yponthe Iſraclof Gede, WhobethcIl- > ;yyes.to; 
racl of God,but only thoſe which are here termed bis people? Agkethen towhom < Galai.6.16, 
belongs Peace and mercic ? what, toall withour diſtintion? No: butto the 1[rae! 
of God: Conlider the courſe of the Apoltles wordes, Tirzs 2.14. For whom did 
Chriſt give him[e/fe ? whom hath heredcemed frominiquitie? whom hath be purged? 
Onely thoſe whom hee hath choſea out to be apecnliar people ro himſelfe, Chrilt 
ſpeaking of his death, tyeth it to his ſheepe : 1 /ay donne my life for my ſpeepe®; but, *Iohnio, 15. 
whobehisſzeepe ? Euenthoſewhichare ginento himof bis Father< , Itis aſpeci- * verle 29, 
allſpecchoflimitation which Chriſt vſcdin his prayer : /pray for them, I pray not 
fortheworld* , Many ſuch places might be gathered cogether. Wee heard how * lohni7.9, 
Godis the God of {ſrae/;the God of his Church: heis ſothe God of his Church 
as thatnoneelſecan hageany intereſt in his loue. 
We heare much of ſaluation, of life eternall,oftheglorieto be revealed here- The //7, 
afttr : theſe chingsare great, andonely they are happy which ſhallenioy theo?. 
Allmen almoſt promiſe theſe things vato themſelues: there is not amongſt vs 
the verieſt drunkard, or (wearer, or vicious perſon, or vſurer,or deſpiſer of goud 
things, butif you talke with him, hee will make ſhew ofa hope and expeRation 
tobeſaued ; ofallother things, he maketh hiſelfe beleeue that heeis ſureſbof 
that. Butletvslearnethis one thing, and meditatewellofit, That eternall mer- 
cie, the benefiteofcedemptionby Chriſt, thedeliuerance from the bondage of 
ſpicicuall enemics, theſe things belong not toall : Many, euen of thoſewhich 
profeſſe Chriſt, and whichſay Lord, Lords, yea and which preach Chriſt, thall s Mare 7.25. 
be 
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be thruſt outat the day of ſeparation . They be Gods peculiar people conely ro 
whom theſe things appertaine. Looketoit, be ſure chouart one of Gods peo- 
ple ; otherwiſe, when mentionis made of the things which concerne eternall life, 
I fay totheeas Peter did to Simon Magn,T hou haft ucither part nor fellowſhip in this 
buſmeſſet. But how ſhall I know(wile thou ſay) that Iam one of Gods people ?I 
will rellthee plainly: Haw is a man knowne tobe one of the kings ſubies? one 
(as weſay) ofthe kingsliege peaple ? Euen by this: his obediencerothe whole- 
ſomelawesofthekingdome. So in this, holy obedience is the marke and badge 
of Gods people: My ſpeepe heare my voicei, Te are my friends, if you do whatſoeuer 
I commannd you, Ttisnotthetwanging of religion vpon the congue, but the pra- 
Aiſle of holinellein thelife, which ſheweth a man to be a Chrillan : Gods pecals- 
ar people are <ealout of good workes |, Tothis thereforeweare now come: VWoul- 
deſt thou beſurethatthe ereaſuresof happinellewhich are ſtored vp in Chrilt, 
belong to thee ? enquire into thy {elfe whether thou be one of Godggeople: 
Remember how Gods people are diſcerned , They beare my voice, (aith Of Saui- 
our . If Chriſtsvoicein his word be not even mulicke in thy eares , yea /weeter | 
then honie andthe honie cembe ® , dearer then thouſands of gold and ſiluer », the toy and 
reloycing of thy heart» : Tf the fruits of holinetle appearenotin thy life, bui rather 
the onfruitfall workes of darkenefſe?, thoſe workes of the fleſþ which (aint Paul ipea- 
keth of 4; thouartnone of Gods people, no ſubie co his Kingdome, butave- 
ry rebell and traitourto his maieſty; and when thou thinkelt to thruſt inameng 
Saints, toenioy the felicitie of his choſen® , thou ſhalt heare that heauy (entence 
pallevpon thee and ſuchas thou art ; Thoſe mine enemies, which would not that [ 
ſhould reigne ener them, bring bither and ſlay them before me *. 

Now wearecometo theworkeitſelte, where many things come in order tohe 
touched : Firſt,the fountaine and beginning thereof, [ He hath wiſired.} Secondly, 
the generall nature of the workeit ſelfe, [Redeemed,] Thirdly, the meanee of ir, 
[ And hath raiſed vpthe horne, cc.) Fourthly , the evidence of it ; che reitimonie 
of the Prophets, in whom the couenant of grace and the oath of Godto 447 .1- 
bam arc atlarge recorded | As he ſpakeby the month &c.] Fiftly, the end of [7H at 
we being delinered,c,) Oftheſe ſhall beſpoken in order. 

The beginning & fountaine of all, is Gods viſitation, [He hath wifted.] There 
isa twofold vilitingaſcribed to God inScripture : oneof diſpleaſure: /n the day 
of my viſitation 1 will viſit their ſrune vpon them*, The Lord commeth out of his place to 
viſit the ſinne of the inbabitants of the earth»,T he other is of mercy ; The Lord viſiced 
Sarah as he had ſaid*, thatis, hee performed the good which he had promiſed. 
In this ſenſe , the day of ones conuerlion is called , the day of vetrationy: Sothen 
here; God bath viſited, thatis, hehath graciouſly and mercifully looked vpon 
his people, he hath (ceneand beheld with a pittifull eie the milerie and bondage 
of his choſen, and he is now, asit were, come atnoneglt them to ſhew them kinde- 
nelſe. This viſiting on Gods part having this lignification, and being here put 
inthe firſt ranke, is theground and fpring of all which followeth ; and itaffor5: 
vs this dearine : That the kinaneſſe and mercy, aud free grace of God, us the begimnivp 
and the fountaine of all thoſe good things which doe concerne eternall ife. Conlider the 
place: Many thingsare heere ſpoken of redemption : of a Herne of /aluation, © 2 
 Conenant and oath of grace: But whence proceed all theſe, but from theſoleher- 
cie.of God; even from his gracious diſpofitionto vilite his people 2 Where vi- 
liting is, there is preſuppoled a very wofull eſtate : 7i/ite now yonder curſed woman. 
ſaid /ehn of [ezebet, meaning to refpc heraboue her deſert =, Iris calieto ſhew 
out of the Scripture, how the loue, mercy, and grace of God arenoted,asthe be- 
ginningof thoſe things which concerne ſalvation . The Lord (ſaith Afoſes tothe 
olde Iſraclites) did nor ſet his lone pon you, nor chuſe you, becauſe Je were moe in num- 
ber then at people,&-c. but becanſe the Lord loved you, ® &c, Naw thepeopleof It- 


racl wereatipe of Gods people ; Canaan atipe ofheauen: itwas Gods —_—_ 
whic 
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which mooued him to bring ther into Canaan; itis his free grace for which he 
vouchſafeth to aduancevs to heauen, When mention is made of thecouricand 
order of our ſaluacion, theſe andthe like fpeeches til} come in : So God loved 
the world'>, the good pleaſure of bu will ©, freely by his grate 4, nat by the worke of righ- » 7, 2016. 
teonſneſſe which wee had done , but according to his mercie ©, not that weloned God, but <E phat,5, 
thathe loned 'vs ® , who hath ginenomo birk firfts? Thele ſpeeches agree with the *Kom. 3. 24, 
maner of ſpeech heere vſcd , and doe ſlew plainly that therewas norhingin wan | 7" 35+ 
to moue the Lordto reach out his artneof deliuerancey all proceeded trom the . 2 eat _ 
abſolute and vndeſerued freedome of his grace. Many things there were in man EY 
to provoke God in his iuſtice finally ro forſake him , nothnng which might in- | 
duce him to ſhewthe leaſt degree of fauour. 
Beſides that, this doth overthrow all Popiſh opinion of merite}, and (which is The »/c. 
the maine end of all) ſets out thegrace and mercieof Godtothe full; it ſerueth 
to quigken in vs that duety of thankefulnelle, of which wee heard before, and 
which Z acharie did heere performe. A great bleſfing requireth great thankes, 
bur the freer thebleſſingis , chs greaterſhould the thankefulnelſe be. 44 my fa- 
thers houſe((aid Mephiboſherh to Danid )were but dead mim befort my Lord the King, 
yet didft thon ſet thy ſernant among them which did cate at thine owne Tablet, The t z,Saw.y, 
lefle deſert he found in himfelfe, the more deepely did bee hold himſelfe bound 28. 
vnto Daxid: lo that when we look vpon the greatnetle ofthe bleſſing on the one 
ſide,(namely,life cternall,anda kingdomewhich carinor be ſhaken)and then the 
ſmalneſſeof our ownedeſerton the other lide,who werebut dead men beforethe 
Lord, exendead intrefy aſſes and ſimmesi , wee may well ſay with David, Phat ball irph.z.r, 
we render vnts the Lord? This muſt needs condetnneourcarnall mindedneſſe: « pg, 1x6, n, 
ſomethings doe ſometimes fall from vs, by way of thankefulneſſe for outward 
things, as health, peace, (caſonable weather, and ſuch like: but the greatelt bleſ(- 
ſing,thechiefelt fauour,and to which of all other we can lay leaſt claime;is ſcarſe- 
ly once made mention of : Bleſſed ve God that bath viſned vs when wee were dead in 
{re ;, thankes be to God for his [one ChriSt Jeſus . How are we boundto bis Maietie, 
who hath ſhewed vs thus mercy , toredeemevs! Ttisararethingto heare of ſuch a | 
ſpeech, It ſhewesthar we mindeonly earthly things), Corne and wine, a full baſ- 'phil, ; 1s. 
ket, and afull barne,thefethings will affe& vs; batthe Lords mercifull viſitation 
in his ſonne Chriſt, in pulling vs out of the iawes of Sathan, cannot moue vs : It / 
isa fearcfull (igne, even that weareenthralledvnto Sathan, and inthe very 40nd 
of iniquitie"", For didwe feele and apprehend our owne deſert,to be eternally for- = 44.8... 
ſaken, andtheriches of Gods mercy inviliting vswith his ſaluation , our ſpirites 
would be (ſo rauiſhed therewith, that all other things would ſeemevileand bafe in 
compariſon ofthisone. Thus much of the fountaine of this greatworke, which 
ſerveth notably to beate downe Merite, and to ſtirrevpthankefulnetle. 
Thegenerallnature of the benefire is ſet downeinthis word [Redeemed.] To 
redeemeis (as weknow) to buy out: the very word in the common vſage of it pre- 
ſuppoſeth a bondageandcaptivity. Whereuponiuſt occalion is given vs tocon- 74, + 1,2 
ſider that miſerable ſernitnde imwhich by natsre we are all, T his ſeruttude isſaideto . 
be vnder the pewer of darkeneſſe®, that is, vnder the power of ſpirituall enemies, * Col, r.1 ;. 
which are three: firſt, line; ſecondly, death ; thirdly, the diuell, Sinne makes 
vs ſubieR vnto death : for the wager of ſimie is death, Death bringeth vs into the * Rom, 23. 
full and abſolute power of the diuel]: That we are naturally ſeruantstoſinne, it 
is plaineby the Apoſtles complaint; 7 am carnal, ſoldevnder (Grmey. Itisa true »Rom,z, 14. 
rule, To whomſoener we gineonr ſelues as ſeruants to obey, hu ſernants we are : and, qRom,s. 16, 
whoſoener committeth ſrune #5 the ſernant of ſme® : Nowit is apparent, thatnaturkl- * 10b.8,34. 
Iy we obey finne in the IyFs thereof: and, giveour members as weapons of unrighteonſnes 
onto it {, every member hath his taske in the ſerutce of lin,as the A poltle ſhews*; © xm 6us, 
and whereas ſlaues and bondmen doe their ſeruices and baſe offices grudgingly 13- 
and diſcontentedly , wee doeche buſineſle of finne, willingly, readily, and ioy- © £29.3-13, 
| | = 
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fully. Againe, that we ate (laues to cternal[death,it cannot be denyed: For what 
was it which God (aid to Adam: [n the day that thon eate$t thou ſhalt die the death 2 
As ſoone as he had linned, that ſentence laide hold vpon him, and death eternal 
became his portion. Now laſtly, for bondage vnder Sathan, the Apollleſaith, 
that ſo long aswearerhe childrendf diſobedience * be workethinvs, weearein his 
ſnare, and are taken of him at hz willy, This is the common (laveric of all, there 
isnot the greateſt, nor nobleſt, nor mightieſt, nos faireſt, nor wealthieſt among 
the ſonnes of men, but hee isin his naturall eſtate thus enthralled, Lee wen 
boalt never ſo much in outward reſpects, as ſometimes the Iewes did , Weewere 
nenuer bondts any *, yet till the Soune ſbal make thens free *, this is their captivitie, 
Wereade of the bondage of the Iſraelites in Egypt , there they were kepr wnder 


bExodielt,} with burdens, and made wearie of their lines by ſore labour >, vnderthe Philiſtimscy 
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$1,Cor.6. 20. liberty of the ſonnesof God. For this purpole a Price s was paid, but of nocom- 
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m Gena28.17, heaven® : the hardeſt, becauſe wee arefull of (elfe-loue, and chere will bee no 
22.S5am.622, (mall adoeto make vs /ow sn owr owne /ight ®, and as nothing in our owne ſeeming. 


vnderthe Midianites 4; vnder other nations< ; ofthe {lavery of Sarp/on bound 
with fetters and made to grindet like a horſe : Theſe particulars were greeyous to 
be borne, but to this ſpirituallcaptiuity they arenothing, When baſenelſe and 
crueltie, and ſpite arc ioyned together inan opprellor, how heauy mull the yoke 
needes bee 2 Now, what baſer thing then linneg what morecruellthen death 
what fuller of venom then the diuell? whois able to deſcribe themilery of that 
bondage, where thereisſuch a concurrence of ſuch a threefold extremitie ? This 
is our {laverie, this is that from which we are redeemed : from linne vnto holi- 
nelle, from death vnto life eternall, from the power of Sathan into the glorious 


mon value ; (forweare not redeemed with corruptible aa, 2 bh, he gane himſclfe a ran« 
{omei, he tooke on him the forme of a ſeruant &, to free vs from this eternall ſlavery. 
We way truely ſay, This was the Lords doing, and I pray Godit may be maruchions 


Heereis firſt agood Le&ure of humility, thebeſt, and the hardeſt leſſon of all 
others: the beſt, becauſe may ſay of it as /acob did of Bethel; Thi: the gate of 


Letvsin this word {Redeemead}] (as in a glaile) behold what we are, and what iult 
matter we have of humilitie, and how little reaſon to beſecure. The very name 
of a ſervant, or bondman,or vallall, were enough to put a man downe in his own 
conceit; but co be ſeruanttoſo baſe athing as linne,to ſo hatefull a perſon as the 
diue!l,ro ſo terrible a thingas eternall death, I doc not ſce how any man way be 
able to expreſſe it, Whoſoeuer thereforethou be, who ha#t beene fookſb inlifting 


* Prou.30.32, wP thy ſelfev, thinking better of thine owne ſoules eſtate then there is cauſe,hence- 
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* I.Cor.6.20, therefore glorific God* e+e, It isa very dire inference. God bath redeemed vs, 


Cyverſelgs 


TTit.2.144, 
U Rom. 6.2, 


forth lay thine hand vpon thy month, learne to abhorre thy ſelfe in du5t and aſhes y: re- 
metber, that whatſoeuer opinion thou haſt conceived of thy ſelfe, yet thever- 
di& ofthe Scripture ( which is thevoyce of God) is, that thou art by nature a 
ſlaue vnderche power of darkenelle: Sathan is the prince of darkenelſle, thouart 
his ſubieRz hell is the kingdowe of darkeneſle, and that is thine inheritance. 
When thou conlidereſt this,ſmite rby breaFft with the Publicana, pray the Lord to 
humble thee, that theglad tidings of ſaluation in Chriſt may bewelcom to thee. 

Secondly, heereisalſoa good leflon of obedience Yee are bought for aprice, 


freed vs from thraldome and from captiuitie : what ſhould we refuſe to doe for 
him, euen by way of thankefulneſle? Belides, it isa matter of great equitic: 7ee 
are not your owne, faith the Apoltleſ; weeare not in our owne power, hiswee be 
who hath redeemed vs: and wherfore hath he redeemed vs? what, that we ſhould 
ſtill ſerue fione, that we ſhould follow thevaine converſation of the world, and 
bee led by the ſway of our owne hearts? Surely no; Bur to bee zealous of good 
workes*, I fay then with Pau/ : Hew ſpall we, whoarethus redeemed, and to this 


end redeemed, line yet in ſim"? Shal we liveto the diſhonorof God,tothe ſharne of 
religion, 
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religion, ſeruingour owne luſts, and drowning our ſeluesirthe pleaſuresof lin, 


who have receiued {ogreata deiiverance? God forbid. VVhat [hall wee thinke 


of thevnthankefull I(raclires, who being mightily delivered out of bondage, yet 
cryed, It had beene better for vs 10 ſarne the Egyptians *? Weemuſt needes (ay they 
wereynworthy of ſo greata bleſiing. Take heede wee doe not make it cur owne 
caſe. God hath(ent his Sonneto redeeme vs, and to freevs from therhraldome 
of Jeath, of linne, andot Sathan : Weprofelle that wee reioyce inthis : yer 
when we becalledvpon to ſhake off the yoke of finne,and to become the/ervanrs 
of righteouſneſſey, weleeme to lay as thoſe Iſlrachtes did, Let vsbe ar reft: Wee 
would be content, to be freed from death, the wages of linne, but thebulineile of 
finne we would rather then our life wee might continuein. Weehaue ſome cor- 
rupt humour or other, that, let the Lord ſay whathee will, we muſt necdes giue 
ſatisfaction to, Men would /erwe God and /Mammontov® , God and their bellies 
too?, God and drunkenneſſetoo, God and whooredome too, God and their 
pleaſures too, This is a poore religion:this isa ſlender requitall for ſogreat abe- 
nefite as redemption: T hoſe which are redeemed,are redeemed freme their raine 
converſationÞ. If thou be enſnared in the ſenſuall delight of thineowne (innes, I 
cannot fee how it can be ſaid of thee,that thou artone of Gods redeemed. When 
a barrell is ended, canit be faide, tharſuchaoneisranſomed fromthe enemie 
who (till followeth his campe,and willingly doth whatſocuer he commandsiNo. 
IfI fee thee live in the (eruice of linne, Iam ſure thou art not yet within the com- 
paile of redemption. Remember we this Vſe : when thou heareſt Redemption 
= of, thinkethou ; Hath God redeemed vsby bis Sonnes blood, and ſhall 1 draw 
acke, and chuſe rather to runne mine olde conrſe in following the lufts of ſmne? God for- 
bid: Say rather, O Lord, 1 am thine,thow bait bought mee, thou hat payd full dearcly 
for me, thou bait beft right unto mee, theewill Iſerue : O ſtrengthen mee by thy graces 
that my ſecret ſinne may not en[nare me, that corruption may ner get dominion ower me, 
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2 He nextthing which comes to be handled , is the meanes 
=\ by which thisgreatworke of Redemption is effected; and 
==\\ thatis ſcedownein this verſe, Where we hauetwo things 
to conlider: firſt, a matter done: [Hee hath raiſed vp the 
horne of ſaluationuntovs:)] (econdly , the place where it is 
done, [| Inthe bouſe ef bts ſernant Dauid.] 
T Intheformerpoint;two things muſt beenquired:firſt, 
SS >= Et whois meant by this horne of /aluation. Secondly, why the 
partie meant by this title is ſo ſtiled. He thatis here meant by the Horne of (alua:- 
tion, is Teſus Chrift: For under heanen there ts ginen no other name whereby wee mu$# 
be (aned<, and, tobim gineall the Prophets witneſſe4, If hethen be the party whom 
all the Prophets pointedat, as the alone reſtorer of mankinde,if there be no 0- 
ther meanes of ſaluation ; who ſhould be meant by the Horne of (aluation, but on- 
ly He ? Now for thenext, why he ſhould belo entitled, it will ealily appeare,if we 
conlider the vſuall forme of ſpeaking in the Scripture. TheSpirite of God is 
wont by this word [ Horne] tonote out Power and Strength : as inthoſe words, A 
the hornes of the wicked will I breake© , that is, 1 willtake downe and abate the height 
and ſtrength of the wicked : and Jeremy ſpeaking oftheruineof the Kingdome of 
Moab , faith thus, The horne of Moab x cnt off f. The power and greatneſle of: 
ſtates and kingdomes and commonwealths isoften deſigned in ſcripture by that: 
word, asin Daniel and elſewhere. Itis a ſpeech borrowed from horned bealts, 
whole (irength lieth in that part, and which vſeit both for defenceif they bea(- 
faulted, and for offence ifthey haue an intent tovanquiſh. So that by an Horne of 
ſaluationis rightly vaderſtood (asitis viually tranſlated) « Xfightie/alnation,or, 
a S axionr of admirable and exceeding power , Hereupon then wee haue occaſion te 
diſcourſe of the power and firength of our Saujour, and that two wayes: firſt,as 
it concerneth the ſaluation of his Ele& : ſecondly, asitreſpeReth checonfulian 
of the wicked. 

Touching the firſt, thisis the doArine : That Teſs Chriit i eerie way furniſhed 
with ſufficiencie of power , for the accompliſhment of the worke of R edemyption which lzee 
vudertooke, This is ealily prooued, 1: pleaſed the Father that in him allfulnes ponld 
awells, If all Falneſſe, ſurely then Falneſſe of power: andthe word [del] is veric 
effeuall, lignifying the perpetuitic of his power : itiz not for a curne or two ; 
but eternally remaining in him, for the beginning, continuing, and perfeRing 
of theſalvation of his choſen. Againe,it is ſaidof him, that Ged the Father hath 
ſealed bimb, God hath (as it were) ſet a markevpon him, and noted him out, as 
theonely Sauiour , He hath lifted him pi , Now it werea diſparagement to the 
wiſedome of God, to call the whole world to adependance vpon him for their 
faluation, if hewere notin full and abſolutemannerable to cfteRtit. Thirdly,if 
weconlider the nature of thatwhich hee was todoe for mans redeeming, we ſhall 
ſcehis power toeffeRit, He had two things to doe, if he would procure our fal- 


uation. Firſt he was to ſaue from deltruRtion(which was due for the multitude of 
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our linnes.) Next hee wastoi nuelt into eternal] happinelle, jotowhich (becaule 
of our ſpirituall nakedrefle) the iultice of God could giue vs noadmiflion. To 
doe the former of theſe, he tookevpon him our linnes, he bare them mn hi bodiek,  \, per.x,a4, 
he was made ſinne!, and , that band-writing which wu agamnit vs , hee tooke out of the | 23.Cor.s 21, 
waym, and vpon his crotſe :4umphedn overall our (piriteall enemies. To ac- SR 14. 
compliſh the latter , hee put vponvs his ownerighreouſnelle, that ſo wee being - *** 13 
clothed with that white rayment , and with the garment of [aluation?, as Jacob with o Rey, 3.19, 
che apparrell of his brother E/a» 4, might obtainethebleſſing. Thus is thar ful- ?112.61.10, 
filled which was ſaid : God gave his oncly begotten Soune , that whoſoener beleeneth in 3 Gena, 15. 
him , ſhondd not periſh , but bane life enerlaitig®, Should not periſh , that heedidby «: 1,4, 3.16 
| being our Redemprion'; But baue life enerla5iing , that he brought to patle by be- © ;,Ceru, 30+ 
comming o##r righteauſueſſe. Many things might ealily be produced for this pur- 
pole, but theſe may ſuttice, Onely this one thing is to be noted, that the /alvati- 
o wrought by Chriſt, as it may becalled mightie, becauleof thepreſentfulneile, 
ſo doth it deſerue the ſame name, becauſe, being done, nothing isabletoyndoe 
it, O:hnie{ delivered the Iſraclites from Chnſban, and is therefore called their S4- 
viour., yet they fell afterinto the hand of 2Zoabn, Ehud reſcued them from the 
, Moabites*, yet became they ſeruants to the Canaanitesy, Anda Phyſicianis {Ve '2- 
ſometimes a means of health, in one diſeaſe, yet the [ame patty may after licken, , _ _ _ 
.yeaand dicfor all that. Bur in this worke of redemption it ts otherwiſe;tt is a tho- DO 
row peeccof worke, He that beleenerth &c, ſhall not come into condemnation, but hath 
paſſed from death to lifc#, I gine my ſheepe eternall lifethey ſhallnexerpersſh*@c.Thus *Iobe5.24. 
we (ce how Chriſt 1s a Horne of /alnation : T be /aluation procured by him is plen- *loh.1o, 28. 
rifulf, (euery way anſwerable to our ſpirituall need) and perpetuall, noinne of 
man, no malice of hell is able to vadoeir, | 
The bieſt vſe hereofis,to let vs ſee thewrong Popith religion doth tothe whole +, , ,vſe. 
myſteric of Chrift. Heis called(as we haue heard)a Horne of /alnation, becauſe of 
his abſolute ſufficiencie toetfeR that worke of ſaluation which ke bath vnderta- 
ken, Papilts,as though Chrilt were not ſufficient,or his borne (irong enough to 
batter downe the kingdomeof the diuell, and fully and wholly toreconcile vs to 
God,adioyneother things,as it wereto ſupply that which is wantingin him,or to 
perk that which he hath began : as for example,with his offereof grace, our free 
will ; with hisrighteouſnes, our good works;with his ſatisfaRion for eternall pu- 
niſhment, our fatisfaion tor temporall puniſhment, eyther herein earth orin 
Purgatorie; with his interceſſion, the interceſſion of Saints. Thus they haue mai- 
med theworke of Chriſt, and by their grotle and vafitting patcheries have vtter- 
ly defaced it, We mult beleeue the Scripture , which callech Chrilt an Horne of 
ſaluation, that is,(as it [eemesto be expounded by the Apottle) one , who hath by 
bimſelfe prrged our ſimes>: that which he hath doneisa worke compleat and en- ÞHeb.r.3; 
tire; hee him(ſelfeonely, without any alliitance, hath and doth effeRit. Many 
things are leftvntovs by way of obedience , butnothing by way of promoting 
thatwhich he hath begunne. Thus this phraſe [a Horne of ſalvation] is as an Horne 
of yron, to breake downe allthoſe vnwarrantableſupplies , which the church of 
Romeconioynes & couples with the abſoluteand all-ſuthcient work of Chniſt. 
Secandly,thisisa doArine full of comfort to every humbled chriſtian : as for The 2. wſe, 
example; thou ſcelt weakenetlein thy felfe, of vnder(tandiog, of will, ofaffeRi-  "Y 
on, of action, thouart vnableto doeany thing by which God mighe be pleaſed, 
or thineowneſoule helped forward vnto life: Turne now the eyes of thy faith to 
this Horne of /aluation: thou ſhalt nor tind ſo much weaknetſeinthy ſelfe, as thou 
ſhalt inde mightand powerin him; not ſo much emprines in thy ſclfe, as fulnes 
in him; not ſo much pouerty in thy (clfe,as plenty in him; and happy thou if the 
apprehen(lion of thine owne weakeneile, make thee tolongtobeeltabliſhed and 
vpheld by his power. Offenders were woont of olde to flic for ſuccour ang ſafe- 
gardto the Hornes of the altar ©: ſo when thou _— thy ſclfe pugſued by Satban, © r King,7,50. 
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andeuento bearreſted by the wrath of God, flic tothis Horne of ſalnation, labour 
to hold falt vpon itby faith: ſay, as did /aceb tothe Angell ; I willnet let thee goe 
except thou bleſſemed, This is the ſureſt covert : thor ſhalt be ſure vuder hu feathers, 
his truth ſhali be thy ſhield and backler<, Thus much touching the power of Chriſt 
for theſaluation of his choſen. 

Thenextis, that he & of ab[olute power for the full and finall enerthrow aud confuſ;on 
of his enemies, For Chriſt is armed eyther way ; he is a Horne both to defend and 
ro {trike; He is a precrozs ſtone, and heisa fore of offence?, andeuen inthat,thathe 
is an overthrow to the wicked, he is a ſaluation cohischoſen : accorſingtothat 
laying of Paxlcs, that perſecution was to the aduer/aries a token of perditien , and 
tothem which were troubled, a zoken of ſaluations: and ſothe (ame Apottleiaith, 
that by the fall ofthe Iewes, ſaluation commeth to the Gentiles, And of this power 
we muſt conlider neceſſarily : now what and how great it is, may be gathered our 
of theſecond Plalme. In the beginning of the Palme, mention is made of the 
oppolition oftheworld, and men of all forts, again(t the ſpiritual! kingdome of 
Chriſt Teſus : 7he Kings of the earth band themſelaesi, &c, Afterwards is ſet 
downe both the ealine(ſeand the irrecouerablenelle of their deficuction. Hee 
is compared vnto ſome mightie man, hauing in his hand an yron ſcepter, or 


mace of bralle; his enemiesarelikened toanearthen pot. Now common ſenſe *® 


reacheth vs how ealie the breaking ofa Potters vellellis with a rod of yron : A 
knockewith aninſtrument of much more weaknelle were ſufficientto breake it, 
but being of yron, thevery weightofitalone, mult needescruſhitinto many 

ceces. As thiscompariſon ſheweth the caſinetle of the wickeds overthrow, {o 
it maketh knowne the irrecouverablcnetſe too. And thereforethe breaking of a 
Potters velſell is vſuall in the Scripture, to lignifie an vtter andicrecoucrable de- 
ficuftion!., Iremember whatis ſaid of Antichriſt , one of Chriſts ſtrongeſt ad- 
uverſaries, that yet Chriſt ſhall eaſily deſtroy him , even with the breath of bis 
mouth m, His enemies ſpall licke the du5t : He ſhall wound ener Kings mm the day of bis 
wrath, and ſmitethe head ouer diners countries . This was the ſtone cut without hands, 
leene by Nebuchadnezzarin his dreame ; which ſmote the image vpou hs feet, and 
brake them topeecesP, 

T hisis acaueat toall thewickedenemiesof thegrace and kingdomeof Chriſt 
Tefus, they may heere ſee the certaintie of their abſolute overthrow, A head of 
olatle,againſt an head of brafſe,whar will become of ut ? The thi5H that & in Leba- 
ron, ſent tothe Cedar that ts in Lebanon,ſaid lehoaſh king of I(racl to Amaziah 4, Far 
greater is the difference betwixt this Horne of the houſe of David, & thoſe preſu- 
ming weaklings,whichare notafraid to withſtand him, To all ſuch I fay with ehe 
Apolile, Do ye pronoke the Lord to anger? are ye ſtronger then he"? But thou wilt ſay 
ro me, who betheſe enemies of Chriſt, yhom hethus willquell and deſtroy?I an- 
ſwer, They are his enemies, who wil! not that he ſhould reigne oner them, But bow 
doth Chriſt reigne?With hisword:this is the ſcepter of his kingdome,&therod of 
his month *, They that obey his word are his ſubies, they that diſobey are bis e- 


.nemies. Butwhat isit to obey his word, to bepreſentnow and then at the preach- 


ingof it? No:\For (ſo be many ſleepers, ſcorners, atheiſts, church-papilts, drun- 
kards,whooremaſters,vſurers,&c, all which notwithſtanding ſhall beſhut our of 
the new Teruſalem», Butto obey theword,is, to be ruled by the word,to walk ac- 
cording to the r#/e* of theword. Yon are my friends, sf yee do whatſocxer I command 
p07, If any man heare the word of Chriſt never {o often, yet do yeeld noobedi- 
ence toit,heſhal hauehis part among Chriſts enemies. So then, Chriſt is a horze 
of power to bruiſe his enemies. Artthou none of his ſubies,dolt thou rot ſuffer 
his word to beareſway with thee, & toreforme thy corrupt and carnall conyerſa- 
tion, butliuelt rather ingrolle lins,to the diſgrace of it, and tothe reproch of the 

rofeſlion thereof? thou artan enemy to his Maieſty,and one of tholewhom he 


will conſume withthebreath of his mouth, and whom with the rod of his _ 
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hewill breakein peeces like a potters vellel]. 
'Weare now cometo the ſecond point, the place where this Horne of /aluation 
is raiſed vp z 1# the hou(e of hz ſeruant David . That wee may make the belt vie of 
this place, wee mult conſider in what (tate Danids houſe was then when Z acharie 
endited this hymne. Tine houſe of Danuid was the (tocke royall, and to his Jawful 
heires belonged the Crowne of /adah z bur, at this time, Danids Kkingdome was 
decayed, the glorie of it was dimmed and defaced, the gouernementand ſoue- 
raigntie was fallen to ſtrangers; the next heire, asthe right of his ſucceſſion was 
not ordinarily and vniuverlally kcowne , ſohee lived in poore effate: /oſeph was 
become a Carpenter, Out of this decaied familic of Danid,was this Horne of [al- 
wation raiſed : It did bud = ont of this dead [tock, euen as aroot out of a drie ground, *Pſal n3 2.17 
Thus at once were ioyned in Chriſts perſon, nobility, and poverty. Nobility in *ifay 53.2 
regard of his birth (he was -of Dazids (tocke:) pouerty in reſpe&tof his preſent e- 
ſarc, the glorie and potype of the kingdome being quite overthrowne, Out of 
this, foure profitable points are to beob(erued, | 
Thefirlt is : That that Chrift in whome wee beleene , ts the very (amewhich was to THe 3. datt, 
come intothe world , and beſides whom no other «5 to be looked for , The Scri pturehad 
foretold that he ſhould be the ſonneof Daxzd, and rife out of his ſtocke. The Lord 
hath [werne in truth unto Dauid, and he will not ſhrinks from nt, ſaying ; Of the frun of 
thy bode will T ſet ypon thy throne Þ, He ſhall fit vpon the throne of Dauid ©. 1willraiſe » pp1,,22. 17 
vnto Dauid argoteons braunch 4, Agitisclecre in theolde Teltament, that the © !ſay g.7 
Mellias ſhould be made of the ſeede of Dawidaccording to rhe fleſh; ſo the new ©Icrem, 23.5 
Teſtament evidently ſheweth how theſame was fulblled in Chrilt : forchis caute 
the Evangeliſts doe labour to make manifelt the deſcent of Joſeph and are 
from Danuid, Mathew® maketh it plaine,how notwithſlandingthe meane eltate <Math,z * 
which 7o/eph was fallen into, yer theright of the kingdome reited in him. Zybef © Chap-3 
{heweth how 2Zary was naturally deſceaded out of Danids loines. Both Ifarhew 
and Lykeioynein Zorobabel, and from him derive theline borh of 7s/eph and 
Marie ; of loſeph by Abind 3, of Marie by Rheſa®, Sothat our Sauiour,by Aſa- £ Marth. ras 
riewasborne of Dauid, by [o/eph was next heire to the Crowne: For although he Þ Luke 3,27 
camenotof /o/eph according to the fleſh, yet being thenext of his kinne, and 
To{eph being childelelle, he was by tne Lawe (of forceamong theTewes ) to fuc- 
ceed himas his Jawfull heire. This rightof Chrilts was apparent : che Starrei i wath, 2.2 
ſhewed it: Herod perceiuedit: Chrilt acknowledgedit! : Pi/aregraunted itn, * Verſe 7 
&the Jewes when thar matcer was queſtioned before Pi/are,could not tell whom 19hn15.37 
to name againſt Chriſt but Ceſar ®, = NT : pr xk. 
This ſeruethnotably forthe confirmation and ſetling of ourfaithina poynt eſe 
ofthe greatelt moment, andin which it is dangerous to bewiſtaken. For what The Uſe. 
reaſon have we torelievpon Chrilt for ſaluation, vnleſſewe be afſuredrbat he 
Istheannointed of God,euenthat very Sauiour, vpon whom we may boldly de- 
pend? Our Saviour toldevs, that there ſhall ari/efal/e chrifts 0; how ſhall we be * Mathe24,23 
able todiſcouerthem, and auoyde deceitby them, if wee be noe ſetled in this 
point? It is good forvs thereforeto marke how theoldeandnew Teltament do 
heerein agree, that out of the harmonie of both, wee may forthegrounding of 
our faith deriue a comfortable conclulion, 
Theſecond point obſeraed from hence; is : That onr Saniour (briit i a perſon The 4. doit, 
of great nobilitic , enenthe noble} that ener was, For one way hee was the cternall 
Sonneof the moſt High, andan other way (as man) lineally deſcended from 
the Patriarks and renowmed kings of Iudah, It is avery honourable (hle which 
Is given himin Scripture, far ſurpaſſing theroyall lileof any earthly monarch: 
Wonderfull, Counſelier, The mightie God, The Enerlaiting Father , The Prince of 
Peace ? : I will make ( ſayd the Lord ) my {irit borne higher then the Kings of the * Ifay 9.6 
earth1, Andtherefore both Kings and udges arewilled to kifſe® him, andto *713i89-27 
dochomageto him , and the very Angelsallo arecommanded to worſaip himf. ;*1Þha-19.tt 
K 4 P -  Hebr,1,6 


Wu Gor ps 297 40 _ ts” a 


Ee ee 
a wn ganyn— + . ——  —— — —— 
? G'gogon A. 4 wry > POIS wu 


_ 


- — _ 6e __ = 4g 2 <Sirx tis 
CO OO I rI—_ > I raR Ge, 
- ZI. tes 
Logs 2d hae ASI IED . 
M__r, Re IT > 


Oe RE RE Won 
Cs 


CT ere eee ES 
PO EP TAT ones! IF; as WE I Ae, Ph 


- 


112 The Abridgement of the Goſpel. 


And whereas all kingdomes haue their ends, and the greateſt Princes ate as men, 
4a" and fall a others* ; his Throne is for ener and eucrs, | 
"1 houſe T his teacheth men of bicth and blood,not to ſtand too much vpon their pe- 
degrees and ancelfors, as though nobllitic ſtoode principally in this, that man is 
borne of man; If they affetthe truenobilitie , they muſt labour to be the chil- 
dren of God by regenerarionin Chriſt, This is the belt ornament of blood : no+ 
ble birch without new birth in Chriſt, is but an eacthly vanitie, Though a man 
be able to ſhew neuer (o gloriousa lineof progenitours, yetif hee benota re- 
pentant (ſinner, hee is but baſe and viiein the light of God. To be by faith in- 
graffedinto Chriſt, is the true honour, this doth inueſt a man into thatroyal- 
tie which is inthe perſon of Chriſt , and maketh him both co bean heire of the 
earth, and to hauea title of inheritance into heaven, 
The third obſeruation hence ſtandeth thus: Thar whereas Chriſt, albeit of 
D anids ſtocke, and heire apparant to the Crowne, came notwith{tanding when 
the outward glorieofthe kingdome was vetterly gone , therefore The kingdome of 
Chrift i no earthly kingdome. My kingdoms (laid he himſelfeto Pate) #« net of this 
x Toh.1$, 26, 99r{d*. Hereupon was his withdrawing , when the people ſought him to make 
Y loh.6.15, bins Kingy, and his rcfuſall when he was requeſted, to determine acaſe of inhert- 
2Lok.12.tz, tancebetweenetwo brethren, and his charge to his Apoltles , not to be as che 
? Math,30.25, Lords of the Gentiles Þ, Itis one of the Tev es errours tothiake otherwiſe, and his 
_ Diſciples were long carried away with thatconceit; for cuen at the point of his 
aſcenlion, they propounded him a queſtion that way : Lord, wilt tho at thu time 
*AR.t.6 reforethe kingdom to I[racl< ? But Chriſt came purpoſely when the Sceprer was 
©Gen.,49+ 10, departed from Indah 4, to ſhewthat hecameto effteR aſpiritualldeliuerance, and 
not toerean outward (tate, 
The Uſe, T his warneth vs not toatfe nor embrace the profeſlion of Chriſtianitie, as a 
condition of outward greatnefſe. Our Sautour mult not bee followed as a great 
Lord, tograunt vs leaſes, and farmes, and good prefermentinthe world : theſe 
things mult not be expeRed : We mull follow tum rather as onecontemned,as 
the reproach of theworld, as « man fallof ſerrowes*, When Zebedews ſonnes 
(dreaming of an vurward late) were ſuiters to Chrilt to have ſume place ofre- 
ſpe about him : Chriſt preſently (topur that conceit out of their heads) tolde 
f Math,20,422, ther of drinkeng of the cup which he was todrinkeef f, that is, of partaking with him 
in hisaftliRion ; ſhewing how much they are deceiued which looke for worldly 
aduauncement by bis ſeruice. Trueit is, heeisabletobeltow outward honours 
£Pſal.z4.7, vpon his followers, (for The earths his, and allthat therems8,) and he doth of- 
ten alſo giuethem to thoſe that feare him: But yertthey mult not be held as mat- 
ters annexed to the (tate of a Chriſtian, as though cuery one that hath them, 
were by and by a good Chriſtian, and he which hath them not.were to be repus+ 
| ted a8no good ſeruant vnto Chrilt, For,the fatneſſe of the earth was ginen as well to 
bGen.29, 29, Eſau as to Jacob, andit is poſſible for thebeggar toe carried by Angebs into A- 
ILukei6,2z, brahams bo/ome, whenthe ſoule of the rich man 1s condemned to heli . Sothat 
23, this is the thing we areraught,that (eeing Chriſt,although he beaKing, yetiscno | 
carthly king ; therefure wee betaking our ſelues ro the ſeruice ans profeſſion of | 
his name, ſhould not make outward proſperitic, andworldly chings, theendof | 
our hope, lelt (ſodoing) werunne into ane of thele two extreamities; eytherif | 
wee haucitnot, to grow diſcouraged, and to be wearie of our profeſlion; or ifwe | 
| have it, to preſume, that weare therefore highly1n Gods faucur, 2 
The 6. ds- 'Thefourth pointnoted henceis this : That outward greatneſſe is of no value for | 
brine. ſpiritnall v/es, Chriit was raiſed to doe this great worke, and to bethe Horne of 
ſaluation, out of the paore outward cltate of Dazids houſe : Now if for the (piri- 
tuall vſe,any outward greatnetſe had beene behoouefull, Chriſt would havecho- 
ſen a tine when Das#ds houſe wasin the highelt glorie, and not have come now 


when the honour of it lay euen inthe duſt : and this was the reafon why all things 
were 
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were purpoſely carried aftera meane faſhion. Theplace of his birth wasnot Te- 
rulalem (the head citie of the kingdome) but Bethlehem : (/itt/e among the thog- 
ſands of Indah *,) The houle, not tome great gent|emansplaceabout thetowne, 
buta common Inne; inthe Inne, notthe beſt lodging or faireſt roome, but 
the ſtable ; notlaid in ſome rich cradle, but Jappedvp inclowts, and thruſtinto 
a manger. The tydinge of his birth brought firſt, notto the Scribesand great 
learned men, but toa few poore Sheepheards z himſelfe followednotwith any 
traine of note, but with men of the meaneſt ranke, contemned in his life, and e- 
villentreated in his end. 

This ferueth to put downe the great, rich and mightiemen of the world, 
who doe ſo pridethemſelues in their greatneſle, their wealth, their fulneſle, their 
glorie, their aboundance, that without theſe they ſuppoſeno great thingcan be 
effected: 7 hey truft (ſauhthe Pſalmiſt) intheir goeas , and boa$t themſelnes inthe 
multitude of their riches ; yet a man can by no meanes redeeme his brother, he cannot gine 
his ranſome to Ged, Our Sauiourina pooredeſpiſedeſtate,hath done that,which 
allche mdnarchs and politicians in the oat though they bad laiedalltheir 


wealth and wit together , could neuer have brought topalle. 
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The fourth Sermon. 


Verſe 50. : 


At heſpake by the month of bis holy Prophets, which were ſince the world beg anne, 
[aying, That he would, c. 44 | 


- I 


29-2522 Hecuidence of this worke of mans redemption commeth 
—_ \Þ now nextto be ſpoken of, Jn which, theſe (euerall points 
== \, mult behandled. Firſt, thatit is necetlary for thelireng- 
JL thening of a mans faith, to obſerue the courſtand order 
Þ 2? and agreemeat of the Scripture. Secondly,that from the 
Y worlds beginning God foretolde all things concerning 
Chriſt. Thizdly,that that which which was deliveced by 
> SD ESD their mouth, was ſpoken by God. Fourthly , what the 
ſummeis of that which they ſpake. Of cheſe in their courſe. 
Then, asdZ, Sothatthefirlt doQrine now, is this : That for the grornding and confirmation of 
Faith , it tsneedefull to note the order and agreement of the Scriptures . For indeede, 
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whereupon was Zacharie his faith built, but vpon the courſes of holie Writ?vp- 


on the accompliſhment of theancieneProphete , which he now beheld. He was 
ableto ſay to himſelfe, Thu which I now ſee to come topaſſe, 1 amſure s noother,but 
that which formerly hath beene foretold , as the Prophets ſhake, ſo 1«#t now fulfilled, To 
this very thing Chriſt exhorteth; Search the Scriptures , they are they which teSti« 
=Iob.5.39, fie of me. By this heendeuouredeo ſettle his Diſciples faith : He began at Mo- 
ſes, ard allthe Prophets, andinterpreted tothemin allthe Scriptures , the things which 
Ding were written of him®, This was Panlescourſefor theeſtabliſhing of his hearers : 
B Ro =4 He difpmed bythe Scriptures ® , hefaid no other things, then thoſe which Molſcs and 
rAR 26.22 Fe Prophets did ſay ſhould comer , Theleand thelike ſayings we reade often, That 
* Math.26;56 the Scriptares of the Prophets might be fulfilled 4. Thi u done that the Scripture ſvould 
- Mare14. 49. befulflied*: Thu the Scripture wasfulfiked* , which argueth the careand purpoſe 
_ *Mark.15:28, \,pich the Spirite of God had, to ground our iudgements vpon the Scripture. 
So inour times when welee the ſamethings happen,which we readein Scripture 
to haue hapned ;z when we ſee ſuch things come topalle, as we finde prophecied 
in Scripture, itisa greatcomfort, anda ſpeciall ſtrepgthening vnto faith, So did 

*Mari.5. 12. hey rotbe Prophersr, ſaith our Saviour ; ſoit was Then, ſaith Pas», 
PP ' This ſheweth what encmies they are to their owne faith , and comfort, who 
"Fic. areviltull y ſtrangers inthe Scripture. Thou faieſt, thou dult beleeuein Chriſt, 
but how knowelſt thouthat he 1s the Chriſt in whom thou mult belecue, whar 
alſurance haſt thou, that he isthe perſon promiſed? When Sathan, or the doub- 
tings of thine owne heart ſhall thus ſift thee, what certainty art thouable ro al- 
leadge? and what is become of thy faith, which is built vpon ſucha weake foun- 
dation ? If thou didſit dwell in an eſtate of Jand, of which thou couldeſt ſkew no 
better evidence, thou wouldeſt thinke to be quickely ſhutte out of doores, The 
Lord hath preciſcly ſet downe particulars, (ſuch hath beene his care to eſtabliſh 
our faith:) that wee might becabletoſay (ascueric Chriſtian ought, ) Thus 5 « 
written, and thus I beleene: if welet the Scripture lie like ſome ncedelelle Hiſto- 
rie, turning ouer (as too many doe) the cardes oftner then the leaues of the 
Bible : well may we ralke of faith, but, that faith ſhould bewhere there is ſuch lit- 


etleexperiencein therule, and life, and ground of faith (which is the Scripture)ir 
is 
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is vnpoſlible, Theſe things were written that we might beleene* , Knowelt thounot , Toh 
what is written, how ſhould{t thou then beableto belecue? | LT. | 
The (ſecond doftrine of the place is , That God from the worlds beginnmg foretold The 2, dot, 
by Prophets all things concerning Chriit.. This is manifeſt outof the courle of the | 
lacein hand,and is ealily confirmed, Firlt ingenerall,it 1s ſaid,that vato Chrilt 
alltheprophetsginewitneſſey.. Chrilt appealed tothe Scriptures ottheolde Telta- » 4&.w.4z, 
ment=, andin his diſcourſe with the ewo diſciples iournzing ro Emavs,he found * Job. 5-359: 
in euery of the prophets ſomething eouching himſelte=. Secondly, if anie ſhall a; .- 
exaQly peruſethe old Teltament , he ſhall finde euery ſpecialty rouching Chriſt 
diſtinly ſerdowne: asnamely, when hee ſhould be borne , where hee ſhould * Gen.qs, 109 
bee borne ©, ofwhatflocked , of what kindeof woman ©, what mannec of per- * 2ic-5.2. 
ſon, both Godf and Mans, how he ſhould be entertained , for what end hee . _—og OY 
ſhould comei, by whom heſhould be betraied *, what nianer ofdeath he ſhould He; 
die!, how he ſhould be vſedin his execution ®, where heſhould be buried®, how 2 Gen.z. x5, 
long hee ſhouldabideinthe graue®, thar hee ſhould riſe from deathy, that hee * 112.53. 2. 
ſhould aſcend into heauenq. Theſe, and many more circumſtances then thele, Fe a 
che prophets from the worlds beginning did ſet down very exaQly:(othatthere « pj. —_— 
was nothing befell Chriſt from the firſt momentof hiscanception,vntillche laſt !Numb.21,9. 
period of his time here on carth,(I meane of thoſe things which are revealed to with loh.3.14, 
have befallen him; and which befell him as our Mediator)ofwhich a manexpe- 4 Plal.32. at 
rienced in the Scripeure migl1t not truly (ay, 79 and thu tt happened, asthe Lord a 3. * 
fpakes by hu prephets,&c, Belides the ceremoniesin the temple and tabernacle, 10nas..17. 
in the daily ſacrifices and facrificers, all of them ſhadowing out ſomething or o- with Marth, 
therin the Chriitcocome , who was the ſubltance of every type, andthe bodie ' + 
of every repreſentation. It is worthie any mans painsto marke and oblerue how when 
thewhole my(tery of Chriſt islapped vpinthe prophecies of the old Teſtamer, with Eph.4.8, 
and how the ſameis explaned, laid open, and ynfoldedintheltory and theappli- 
' cationofthenew: Thepith,and marrow,ang ſubſtance of both being this, /c/z« 
Chritt, yeSterday, to day, and the ſame for eners, Thereaſon hereof on Gods part .1;.;,,, > 
is twofold: Firlt the confirmation of our faith : Theſethings were written that wee " 
might beleene', Our faith by this courleis ſfrengrhnedafterchis maner: weſee by cx,1, 0 ..- 
this exact foretelling ofthe prophets, thatthewholecourſe of our ſaluation is a ky 
matter framed by God, and the whole order thereof in cuery partand limme 
ſer downein his eternall wiſedome and prouidence: out of which we may gather 
and conclude the certainety thereof , inaſmuch asa plot which God hath laile, 
all thepower of Sathan cannot alter, Secondly, many baſe wrongs, many vile 
viages and indignities befell our Sauiour in the dayes of his fleſh, the confide- 
ration whereof might makea man to doubt, whether hee could be the Sauiour 
of mankinde. But when we ſeethat every (uch ſpecialty is foretoldeby the pro- 
phers, and ſo, that nothing cameto palle but accordingtoGods appointment, 
and that for ſome peciall end, that doubtis remooued, and thoſe particulars of 
his debaſement, become grounds of comfortand of reioycing vntovs, 
Now (for a vſc of this doQtrine) we ſee here (as in aglalle) che care which God The Uſe. 
hath had in all Ages, from the very cradle (as it were) of theworld, for the good 
and comfort of his Church, He hath not kept a word backe which mightbe for 
the necetary information thereof, Every age hath beene furniſhed with pro- 
phets , and every prophet furniſhed with gifts, roinfirutthe Church in the 
myſterieof Chriſt, Itisatrueſaying, that The Lord did ftill reweale his (ecrets 
to bis (cruantstheprophets*,, Andthe prophers were all (like Moſes ) faithfullin . z,,. "_ 
all Gods houſe, andlike Paul, they kept nothing backe that was profitable , but ſhe- , Heb els 
wed all the counſeliof Ged*, Wherefore may not Godthen ſay, as of olde, What « aa; - 
could I bane done any morey? Tf wee now remaine ignorant and vuſetled in Religi- 27. 
ON, readieto bee carried about with excrie winde of doftrine:, Where is the fault, ? 12.5.4. 
and againſt whom will yee pleade? God hath notbeene wanting tovs, neither * 9-4 14 
| yet 
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yet is: but here is the miſerie ofit, and that which will make hell cuen readyto 
burſt with damned ſoules : fy people will not heare my voyce , I{racl will uone of me 2, 
Light 5 come , but men loue darkeneſſe morethenlight Þ , The Sermons of the Pro- 
phets are recorded, read, expounded, but wewill not hearethem : welay rather 
with thoſe wicked ones,Depart from vs, we deſire not the knowledge of thy wayes<, Let 
vs remember whatis ſaid, Y/nto whomſoener much t ginen, of bim ſhalbe much requi. 
redd, We hauethe myſterie of Chriſt , foretold by the Prophets, explanedby 
the Euangeliſts, applyed and enforced by the writings of the Apoſtles, pretied 
neerer to vs and made more familiar by continuall preaching ; ourignoranceis 
without excuſe, our blood will be vpon our owne heads, our portion will be dee- 

erinthepitteof hell, then the Indians, and Moores, and T artars, which neucr 
hq the like meanes of ſpirituall information. | 

The third inflru&ion ſtandeth thus, That that which was witered by the month 
of the Prophets, God ſpake : ſoarethe words: | As heſpake by the month, ec.) The 
mouth of the Prophersdeliuered thoſethings, butitwas by direRion and inſpi- 
rationfrom aboue. Soit is generally ſaid ofall the holy Writ: Holy men ſpake as 
they were mooued by the Holy Ghoft<, All Scripture t ginen by inſpiration of God *, In 
the olde time God ſpake by the Prophets 8, Iwill bewiththy month *, {aid God to Mo- 
ſes: I bane put my wordsinthy month , to Jeremy. The word of the Lord was in 
tongue, (aid Danid*. The Holy Gho#t ſpake by the mouth of Dauid, ſaid Peter!. God 
doth beſeechyouthroughvs, faith Paul», Theſe places ſhew, that the things vtte- 
red by theſe men, werenot of their owne deuiling, butcame by ſpeciall autho- 
ritie from aboue. For the making of the beſt profiteby this point, letys looke 
alicclefurcheriatoic. By the foretellings ofthe Prophets in this place, Z acharie 
(no doubt) vnderſtandeth the olde Teſtament, which is therefore called, che 
Word of the Prophets" , and, The Prophets®, and, The Scriptures of the Prophets, 
They haue Moſes and the Prophets , that is, the Scriptures 4. Now that which is 
heere ſaid ofthe Prophets (that by their mouth God fpake ) is truealſo of thole 
which wrotethenew Teſtament, according to that ſaying, that the whole Scrip- 
tare ts ginen by infpirationof God® : andthe Apoſtle ſpeaking of the formmdation of the 
Church, maketh itto be both, Prophets (the olde Teſtament) and ApeFles!\, the 
new Teſtament: the bodieand framewhereof, albeit iewas notallcompiled by 
Apoſtles, yet the doArine was taughtand preached by the Apoſtles, whoſe vn- 
derftanding ChrifF opened, and with whom he promiſed to be». Sothatit istrue 
of all the writers ofthe holy Scriptures,that God ſpake by their mouths. Where- 
ypon touching the Scripture weare heere taught three things. 

The firſt is, the Maieftieofi# . For how mult notthatneedes be full of Maie- 
ſie, and of admirable excellencie, which proceedesout ofthe mouth of the moſt 
High 2? Weſee inexperience, when bookes cometo our hands, which contayne 
ſome briefes ofthe orationsand ſpeeches of the King, how apt we be tocarry an 
higher eſtimationof them, thenof other ordinaric writings; and all is, becauſe 
we meaſurethewords by the worth and dignitie of the Author : ſointhe Scrip- 
ture, it comming from a God of infinite maieſtie, there muſt needs bein it more 
then (teps or prints of excellencie. Hereupon they are called, the Great, or State- 
ly, or Honorable things of the Lawe*, Danidcalleth them the Wonders of the Lawe y, 
TheLaweof God ſeemed to him ſo full ofmany admirable things, and the ſame 
fofull of heauenly brightneſſe and glorie, that his naturall cies were euendazled 
therewith , therefore he delireth God to doea curevpon his ſight, thathee may 
beabletobeholde ther ; Open wine eyes, &c. Itis ſaideof Chriſt, that he raugbe 
as one haning autbority * ; therewas another manner of ſtate in his words, then in 
the verball ſermons and leQures of the Scribes : and ſo ( whoſoever ſhall obe 
ſerucit, ) ſhall ſee a kinde of maieſtie intheword of God reuealed in the Scrip- 
ture, more then in any other writings. | 


The vſe heereof is, toadmoniſh veto beware of all ſlight, and baſe, and con- 
. temptuoaus 
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temptuous viing of Gods word, That which God bath ſpoken mult needes bee the 1. note * 
maieſtical!. If che Scripture bee ſuch an euidence of his eternall and incompre- touching the 
henſible Maieſtie, who ſhall dare tovieit withoutreſpet? The Maieltie of the Scripeare. 
Scriptureis drawneſundrie waies into contempt: Firit,if it bein preaching han- 
dled negligently and irreuerently, Secondly, if the phraſes and (entences of ir 
bee drawneinto common ſpeech, Thirdly,if it beeheard idly, carele(ly,ſcorne- 
fully, ſleepily, which is the ordinarie indigaitie offered to the Maicliie of Gods 
Word. It it were but one of E/ops fables, or a tale of Robin-hood, it cculd nor be 
heard with lelſle reſpeR,or with more dildaine, thenitis by iwany. Yer,cuen Eg- 
lm,hough buta Heathen, was better then ſuch ; who when heewas tolde by E- 
hbua,that he had a meſſage to him from God,roſe out of hus throne 2, When Pate heard 2 1Tud. 3.10] 
of hauing to doe with the Some of God he trembledÞ, Wellthen, when the Mini- *1ob.19.8, 
ſer addrelſeth himſelfetothe reading, and to the opening of the Scriptures, re- : 
member we, thatthat which we ſhall heareis the voice of God : Heeſpeaketh by 
Mans mouth z let vsthinke with our ſelues how great Maicſtte muſt muſt needes 
be in hiswords; and let vs Jabour to make our behauiour in hearing, (utable to 
the (tate and excellencie of that which is delivered. We | 

The ſecond note touching the Scriptureis the Anuthoritie of it. Is it Gods voice? 
 Thenof ir ſelfeir is of ſufficient credit, and needes no other teſtimony to coir- 
firmeit : It is alſo anabſolute Tudge for the over-ruling of all doubts,and the de« 
termining of all caſes and queſtions 1n Religion. For who is higher then God ? 
when his mouth and word hath giuen the ſentence,what exception ſhall we make, 
or to whome ſhall we appeale? Thus you ſee that hereupon is grounded the au- 
chority of tie Scripture : of which authority of the Scripture you ſee aiſo that. 
there are two branches: One,that itis of ſufficient credit co it (elf;T he other, that 
itis in matters of Religion the ſupreme Tudge- Touching the firlt, we have this 
| proofe *[ yeceine not (ſaith Chri ſt) therecord of men<, His meaning is,that hee was © Toh,5+34« | 
of creditenough of him(elfe, and needed no teſtimony from any other, for the 
confirming of that which he had delivered. That which is true of Chrilt,is true 
of the word of Chriſt, which is the Scripture: Itis the voice of God, and needes 
no other witnelle to avowit,” /fwe receine (faith S, lobn) the witneſſe of men,the wit- 
weſſeof Gads greater 4, There is none greater or morecertaine, then the diuine « 1.1oh. 5.9, 
teltimony. . This is enough,God hath ppokenitz where ſhall wee haue a witnetle of 
better credit? Now forthe ſupreme authority which the Scripture hathin iudge- 
ing, it is the ſamein the Church, that che Law is in the common-wealth; To the 
Law(laith God) and to the teftimony<, Chrilt ſubmitted his doctrinetothedeci- <16,8 20. 
ſionof the Scripture; Sodid Pawl 8s. An Vampire for matters of Religion had * !oh.s 39+ _ 
neede of three things, Firſt, it muſt be of that nature, that wee may bee aſſured **©® 23+ 23 | 
thattheverdirthereof is true. Secondly, it muſt bee ſuch, as from which it ſhall | 
not be !lawfull toappeale,  Thirdly,it muſt be indifferent, and without partiality. 
Now nothing hath theſe three properties but the Scripture, and therefore that 
onely is fit to bethe ſiypreme TIudgein matters of Religion, The Ve of 

This makes firſt againſt the Papiſts : Their opinion is, that the Authority of the 2.note 
theScripturedependethyponthe Church,thatis,that itis therefore Canonicall rowching the 
and of diuine credit and authority, becauſe the Church, (that is,indeed, when the Scripture. 
mattcris well (ifted,the Pope*) hath ſo determined. This oneplace isſufficient * Eckius in 
tooverthrow this fancie. The Scripture is the voice of God: ſhall not the voice —_—_— — 
of God beof credit toirſelfe? muſt men comein for a witnetle toiultifiethat vn- Reſp.3.ad obe 
to vs which God hath ſaid is true ? God forbid. Bur, how ſhall I know (thou wile ieQhzretico- 
ſay) that GOWhath ſpoken this or that? T anſwer ; What, by the Church? Thou rum, 
(perhaps) wile ſay ſo ; but T demaund; How ſhallT know, which is the Church ? = « -— waht 
The Church muſt prooveit ſelfe by the Scripture, and thereforethe Scripture TOS es 
hath notits dependancevpon the Church. Yetthou doelſt ſtill vrge, how thou difp. r.quet. 
halt know theScriptureco be the voice of _ I anfiver: By it ſelfe: Therefore pun&.1, 
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it is often called 7he Teftimony becauſe it beareth witnelle toit ſelfe, Thou ſhale 
know it by the effeRs: it is mighty in operation, &c, it will make thy heart to burne 
within thee*, Hethat will not beleeue this witneile, will belecuenone, Ttis the 
Chucches Miniſtry which commends the Scripture, but it is not the Churches 
authority which maketh it to bee Canonicall, Another opinion of the Papiſts 
is, that the Scripture isnot the abſolute Tudge in matters of Religion *,butthe 
Churchzthatis, by their interpretation *, ſometimes,the content of the Fathers 
ſometime,the decree of a generall Councell; ſometime the verdi& of the Pope?, 
whoſe faith cannotfaile. They * accuſe the Scriptureto be obſcure, impertir,the 
matter of contention, and therefore yofit to bee a ſudge. But if that bee true 
which is heere, that the Scripture is the voice of God, who ſhall bee more fie 


to determine? Bat (thou (aie(t) how ſhall wee beecertaine of the ſenſe? T an- 


ſwer : The Scriptureis the interpreter of it (elfe, asthe Law of the Landis of 
it ſelfe : The Scriptureis L5ght!: As we ſee thelight by thelight, ſo the Scrip- 


tureby it ſelfe. Whoſhall iudge what is Gods meaning but himſelfe? Scripture. 
with Scripture mult bee conferred», and that istheway to findethetruth, Se- | 


condly, this point may be fitly applied to our owne occalions : there is be- 
twixt vs and our Teachers controverlie about ſundry things: Theſeand thele 
things are vrged and per{waded;as good and neceſſary: ſuch and ſuch chings are 
cried out vpon, as cuilland vngodly. The Preacher draweth one way by exhor- 
tation,we draw cleane contrary by our conuerſation. He ſaith wemult doe thug 
and thus;wethinke it tobe more then needs: He ſaith this or that is a grolle linne, 
and will bring vs to hell if we continue in it ;zwe ſuppoſe there isno danger in com- 
mitting it. Hereis now a queſtion, and by whomelhall ic bedecided? If we will 
hauca Iudgewhich is able to givean abſolute verdit, let vs appealeto the Scrip- 
ture,let vs hearken what God ſaith ; where ſhall we find a more ſufficient arbitra- 
tour? Heisthe only Law-giner® of his Church, Every aRtion,cuery courſemult 
{tand or fall at his determining. And where or whence ſhall wee know what his 
willis,but in theScripture 2 The Prophets and Apoſtles haue written and ſpo- 

en,but God 5þake by their months: would we could be perſwadedto yeeld to the 
Lords verdit ceuealed in the Scripture : Whata notable reformation of ſundrie 
groſſe evils would ſoone enſue? Touching thoſe things which wee goeabour to 
perſwade, as, diligenceintheworſhip of God, care to heare and to profit by the 
Word,ſanQifying the Sabbath, Chaſtity, Sobriety, Mercy, Peaccablenelle, and 
ſuch like; (urewe are, we haue theScripture on cur ſides, and men haue nothing 
but humour,and cuſtome, and obltinacic tooppoſe. If wee will not yeeld to the 


iudgement of the Scripturenow for our converlion,we ſhall erclong beforced to 


yeeld vnto it for our confulion, | | 
The third thing touching the Scripture noted hence, is the Trath of it : which 


followeth from hence necellarily. God isthe God of Trarh 0, How can there bee 
any vntruth in that which he hath delivered? Iremember that for confirmation 
this doth often come in,7he meuth of the Lord hath ſpokenit y , Hereupon arethole 


and ellyhere, commendations of theword of God: The indgementsof the Lord aretruthq , Ti by 


9 Plal 29.9, 
c Toh.17 IT, 
© Col.1.5. 


t Lul.16.17, 
The V/e of 


the 3. note 


word i truth* ; The word of trath, which « the Goſpel. And not without cauſe: 
For there is nothing relatedin it as done, but it was (o, as isreported, with every 
circumſtance: There isnothing mentioned as a matter to bee done, but it ſhall 
ſo come to paſle, asis forctolde, Its more eaſie that heauen ſhould paſſe away, then 
tbat one title of the Law ſpould falls. This is alſoa needefull note, Tt is probable, 
that the greateſt part of men doe not thinke,that there is thatabſolyte truth and 
certainty inthe Scripture: but that they doe ſuppoſeit rather to bWan idletalc, 


roucbing the or frightfull ſound to amaze fooles, full of terrible threatnings, but yetJighter 


Scripture. 


then vanity in performance. Thereforeitis meeteto holde this firme, thar the 
Scripture is the voice of him who cannot lie; Every curſe written in it ſhall 


fall vpon the vnrepentane ; and cuery bleſſing promiſed therein , ſtall _ 
| | made 
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made good to the ſoule of cyery true belecuer, : 14h tu a nn 
{ Thefourth genera!lpoinrin chis part touchingthe Euidence of redem ption 
is#hatthe Prophets ſpake: Where we haueronotetworhings: 1, Theſumweot 
char which God by the Prophets promiſed to doe by:Clinilt, ver/e 72:2; .Thein- 
 ducemcitarreaſon moouing God lo to doe ver/e 72473%) 0 0 1 
; Concetning the brlt, whereas mention is made of cnewmnes and haters, wee mult 
inquirewhat and whotheybe, Touching heir nature1agenerall;theyarefpirt- 
euall Enemies, or enemies in ſpirituall things, or for ſpiricvall reſpeRs®, The *Eph.6.12, 
chiefe. of them is Sathany Hee was the firſt; andiis therefore fiiledp Amrnrihe- * lob.8.44, 
rer fromthe beginning *, andan Old Serperit;y; lice deſireth'vs rowmorn vs *, and 7 Rev1249. 
walketh about ſeeking to denoure 3, Another enemy- is {finne; a dangerous enc- ; nt 3s 
mie, lurkiog:-in our boſowe; and ſtil -labouring che'rvine and overthrow of »;'per 2. 
the (oule : /r fighteth againſt the /enleÞ, and /uterh againft the fpirue, Athicd <Gal. 17. 
enemy is death, ſo intieled.by che Apottle's ; and is therefore ſaid to hauc a *© i.Cora5.26, 
Sting ©, by which ic wounds the foule;arid::bringeth ie.within the compalle of * Verſe 55. 
cternall wilery. A fourth enemy iis the. worldy that'is, wicked, vnregenerate, 
godletle men. Theſe: bee the enemiesand' haters of Gods people, Theworld ... 
bateth yew, ſaith our Sauiour to ſuchf; and, /xthervorld yon ſhall bane affiifiions ; floh,t; 19. 
and, Tee ſhall be hated of all nations for my names ſakeh, Nowletvs allo ſce how true 5 10b-15.37. 
 thisis,chat Chriſt bringeth De/inerance from theſe Enemies: Firli,for delinerance * 35th.24 9. 
from Sathan,it is plaine: Forth purpoſe appeared the Sonne of God,that he might looſe or 0 Ht voy 
the workes of the diuell' ,and,God hath delineredus from the power of darknes ; (rift ' 11oh. 3.8, 
bath ſporled the princip alities avd powers, Secondly, for del/inerance from ſinne, the. : Col.1.13, 
; k ; | Col.:.15, 
words are exprelle : The ſting of death 5 [ime,c&c, But thankes be to Godthat hath g6- 
uenvs vittory through our Lord leſus Chriftm, Thirdly,for delizerance from deatb;, »i.Cor 15. 
Death (ſaith the Apoltle)& ſwallowed vp intoriforyn Laltly,tonching deliverance 56,57+ 
from the world : Be of good comfort (faith our Saviour) 7 have overcome the world 0, _ SO $546 
Let vs proceed yet furcher,and enquireinto the manner of this deliverance : Con- © 33” 
cerning which, I will bricfly open two things. x. The ſubſtance and ground of 
the delmerance: 2, The mannerof declaring it. The ground of the delwerance 
is the meritof Chriſts death. He was made ſowmer and ſo dicd,andin death encoun- þ , Cor 5.21, 
ered with himgwho had the pewer of death,the dinell4, By being made linne,herooke 4Heba.14, 
away (inne,by dying he overcame death : linnebeingaboliſhed, and death ſubdu- 
ed,the kingdome of the diucll was vtterly overthrowne, As for the maner of de- 
claring and manifelting this deliuerance,it is citherin this life,or hereafter. In this 
life hedeliuerech from Sathan,by reſtraining his rage, by limiting his malice, by 
not giving vsouer to hisallaults: 7 have prayed thatthy faith failenarr, Hedelue- Luk 22.32, 
reth from ſinne,by ſanRifying vs by his Spirit,by killing the ſtrength of our cor- 
ruptien,by transforming vs more and more into the Image of God. Sane all 
not haue dominion oxer you#, He deliuereth from death,by raking away thenaturall £m. 6.14. 
feare of it, by aſſuring that it ſhall be a pallageintoglory. Thus Pax! knew, that | 
bemg leoſed he ſhould be with (briſt*, He delivereth from the world, by ordering *Ph3.r.22, 
the rage of euill men,by giuingconſlancy to maintaineand profeilethe truth vn-+ 
tothe death, To your #5 ginents [uffer for hu ſakes, In the dayof judgement hee = Phil,c.29, 
will further manifeſt this delierance ; for then all ceares pal bee wiped away, 
there ſhall bee no more death *, &c, The divell, with all his angels and wic- *Reu.:1 3.4, 
kedinſtruments, ſhall bee ſent away eternally into hell. 7he God of peace ſhall 
ireade Sathanunder onr feete ſhortlyy, Many things might hecre bee handled, as » Rom,is, 20, 
of the Excellencie of our redemption, farre exceeding that of Moſes, Debo- 
rah,Gedeon, and others ; of our ſecuritie, who hauing ſo many enemies, yettake 
no thought co withſtand them, and ſuch like points : But the chiefe thing 
obſeruable heere, is The certainty of the ſaluation of Gods choſen , If any thing The 4. deft, 
_ could endanger them, and worke their ruine, it muſt bee one of theſe foure, Re 
Sathan, Sinne, Death, the World; no _ can bee thought vpon : But none 4 
| 2 thele 


_ Ram,$e32, 
33334» 
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theſe foure can, The reafonis ; It was Gods intent, by Chriſt to deliver them 
from all theſe : Thinke we that God did faile inthe proſecuting his intent'?:did 
he either not follow it, or in followingit, 'did hee notaccompliſhit? Farre beie 
from vsſotothinke, Hence commeth that boaſting vied by the Apoſtle : ho 
fhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods cboſen ? Who ſhall condemme * Who: ſhall ſeparate 
vs from the lone of Chrift*, &-c. Sathans head broken, ſinne deſtroyed, deathſwal- 
lowed vp,theworld vanquiſhed,the happief} and molt abſolutevitory that euer 
wat. | | 440 "IO fil Higgs 
This is a point of much comfort toall the god[y.Sathanrageth,finneficivech, 
death lookethterrible,theworld oppolcth it (elfe: fearefullare theſethings at the 
fiſt beholding, Lookeweto ler the Author avd Finiſher of our faith *, the Price 
of our ſaluation® : he hath to cuery of theſe given their mortallwound;and they 
ſhallneucr preuaile againſt any of his choſen, This doctrine is health ro the naxel; 
. and marrow to the bones <, Yet, leſt any ſhould abuſe it,remember that oneof the 
enemies is linne, and one of thedeliuerances from finne, is from the do. 
_ minion thereof. A ſlaue to linne,a ſeruancto hisown luſts,hewhich 
maketh «mocke of finne 4, he that caketh to:himſelfe che liber= © 
ty of grolſe euils,ſuch a onehath noright vntd thiscom- / ++ 
fortabledeliverance;hiscondemnation (without 
ſpeedy repentance) is as ſure, as theſalua- 
-. tionof theeleR is certaine. 
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Verſe 92: That be might ſhew mercictownrd our Fathers , andremember bis 
holy Conenant. B "- wo 7 , 
73, And the oath which ho [ware £0 or Father Abraham. 


ren Qs follows the inducementorreaſon mouing God tovouch- 
| So  lafe-this great Delinerance : and thatwas, the manifeſtation 
VIP 229 diſcoucrie.of wothipgs 2 Firlt, his mercie, Thar he might 
SIS! few mercie, &c. Secondly, his truth, And remember his holie 
; | } Concnan,& c. Abe 15.22. | "NF ; : 
5 lathe former oftheſe, twothingemuſtbe handled, Firlt, 7he 1.ds: 
That the-werke of Redemmprion by Chrift mas imended by God, asit vine, 
were aſtage , inwhich the fulneſſe and euen the riches of his mercie might be ſeene, Se- 
condly, aqueſtion, howthis worke now wrought (asit were). intheworlds laſt 
quarter, miglitbe ſaid tobe a worke of mercy to the Fathers, who lived inthe 
prime dayesof the world, long before Chriftwas exhibited in the fletb. - 
To manifell theticſt ofthelerwo, this firſt-is ingenerall to benoted , thattbe 
EleQ of God, which are redeemed by Chxilts precious blood, are called Yeſels 
of mercie< : becauſein the eternall counſellofGod they werechoſen to this end, © fom.g 2; 
thac the Lord might declare the riches of hu glorie., and that their aluation might 
be to the praiſe of the glorie of his grace *, The Lord intending a memorablein- * Eph-r. 6, 
ſtance of his vnſpeakeable:wercie, choſe-ſowe.in Chriſt, toberedtemed from 
eternall ſlavery by his death: Secondly,itis worthy che obſeruing,that the whole = 
worke of our ſaluation. is calledby this:one-word Mercies. Therealon is, be- 5 1.Pct,2.20. 
cauſe to which pare ſoeuerofit wecaft our eyes,welhallſeemorethenprintsand 
footſteps of his grace, the whole frame of itis (as it were) madeof mercy. If we 
beginne atthe foundatian of all, (Gods cternalleleRion)and paſſedowne along 
by the period and full pointofall (thegloriewhich ſtalbeſhewed hereafter)and 
aske from whatrootecach part did (ſpring, this one, mercie, muſt bethe ſumme._. 
ef cucry anſwer: There wa$zzeraie in chuling 3 mercicin ſending Chriſt 3 wercie | 
incalling vs, merciciniuflifying vs; apd what canitbe but mercie, thatwe ſhall- 
be admitted to an Iuheritavce imworigh and wndefiled?? Iercie the beginniog, & x,Per.1, 4, 
mercie the progrelle, the concluſion #vwe7ie... Indiſcourkng heereof, the burden | 
of our ſong mult ſtil belike that of the Plalme 3: For bs .mercie endureth for ener i, Reg 136.1, 
This very amething is ſhewedin that parableof the Prodigall. Inthe whole ** 
pallage thereof, we ſhall ſce nothing but the fruitsof exceeding wercie : Herame 
and fell on bis necke, be kifſed him, hee commannded to bring foorth the bet robe , and to 
kill the faite Calfe,*&6. What was beergbutmercie? Theſame istrucinthedea- * Luk. is; 22; 
lingof Godthe Father withthoſeto whom heis reconciledin his Sonce: Chriſt 
being for them madeljone; fecles the edgeof bisiultice; burthey, being made 
righteousthrough Chrilt, enioy thefulnefleofbisnrercy.. 7 {AS 63-50 
his is, firſt, matterofinformation and of fettlementin'thetruth, For heere Zhen Ye. 
_ veelee, againſt the Papilts, that AS 3 mans EE by | 
"1 3 Chriſt, 
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* How much Chriſt, there isno focting left for humanemerite*. Light and darkenelle, God 
Papiftsatcribe and the diuellare notina more direQlineof oppolitioneytherto other, then 
Dm Mercy and Merite : Tt isvnpoſlible that theſetwo ſhould admit aoycompoliti- 
Mich, Bai. de OR, It is ſaid by Philoſophers, that in lower degrees, contraries mayhauc ſome 
Merit. oper. concurrence: as lightand darkenelle in the twilight : But take twocontrary qua- 
Pe 12, lities, and [et oneofthem bein the heightand full (kcepgeh, thereisno pollibili- 
tie of place for the other. Sothen,(eeing in:the worke iEicetion, theLord hath 
intended to makeſhew,not of ſome parcels (as it were) but of the very fulneſſe of 
his 4Zercy, there is no more roomefor Aſcrite, then there was for Dagon before 
i 1.Sam5- 3. the Arkeof lehouab!, T remember what is ſaide of him that went into the fie/dro 
gather hearbs, hee found a wilde Gonrd, and ſpredae it into the pattage ; Butwhen the 
= 2.Kin,4.39. pottage came to be taſted, thecaters criedout, Daath ts i#thepor ®, Such cookes 
4% the Papiſtsare: they takevpon them to makeready a potion of comfort, fora 
. perplexed ſoule ; but when they temper with this heatb of Grace, the leaues of 
7 _ this wilde gourd of humane /Zerite?, which never grew inthe Lords garden, or 
**,* atlealt wasnever planted by him, but creptin (asa weede) by thenegligence of 
the dreſſers, they haue given occalionto make the famecrie, Deatb#3zthe por, 
. and vith it they have poyſoneda world of foules, and haue deale as iniuriouſly 
with the Church of God, as the Philiſtims' did with 7zhak, whenthey fopped and 
om_ 15+ filedvp withearth at bs welsn,(o with this earthly traſh they have choaked vpthe 
w13.H fountaine of Grace 9, thatitcannor ſtreameour comfortably, for the refreſhing of 
thewearied ſoules of Gods people,” Thus (as 7b ſaideto his friends) they haue 
PIob13.4  forgedlies, and by that theanes are Phy(icians of novaluey, | ; 
| Neitheristhis to be obſerued, onely becauſe of Papiſts, but euen becauſe of 
the common people, inaſmuch as thedoArineand opinion of Aerite;(that is,of 
doing ſomewhat whereby'to further our owne (aluation)is grauen as with avyron 
qIcr17,1, pen, in the tables of cuery naturallheare, Expetience ſheweth, that the ſowre- 
neſſe ofthispopiſh leauenremaineth in mahy: GoodPrapers,and good doingrameane 
well, and doewell: theſe and thelikearethe ftaves they leane vnto. Itis laid, that 
the childreh of the Iewes which married wiucs of Aſpdod, ſpake halfe mike fpeech 
*Neh. 13.24: of A/pded*i: Such is thereligion of many : Talkewiththemof ſaluation , they 
ſpeake halfe popiſhly, and halfe ſoundly-: They IT of enercieand grace, 
andſcemetomagnificandeſteemeit;yet ſomething of their own ſhalbe brought 
in coo, and a'man ſhall haue ſomewhat adoe before he tanconiureoutthis divel, 
and bring them to an abſolute dependance vpen thefreedome of Gods mercie. 
Remember wee then thedoArine of this place ; Godintended the myſteric of 
Chriſt, in which toſetour tothe full; thevoſearchable riches of his mercie; to 
-couple with it ovghtelſe; moreorleſle, is iniuriouſly'todarken the beautie of 
that whichthe purpoſe'of God wasto haueto be (eencand beheldin wholewith- 
out impeachment, "3 Gig Lats FISQ ho ROGER IO 
Fe 2. Secondly,this doQrineisa matter of comfort, *Fhere cannot bea matter of 
greater ſecuritieto the ſoule of a Chriſtian, thEro lay his whole hope vp6 Gods 
mercy. Thereaſon is, becauſe themercieof God is'('as him(elfe ) infinite, eter- 
nall, and vachangeable., Where ſhallT fmdea morecertaine refuge 2: When I 
ſcea plaiſteraslarge as my ſore,thereis my comfort} The perplexed conſcience 
groaning vnder theweighroflinne, and panting for grace, is the fitteſt Judgein 
ſob 20,11. pointsofthisnature, Vell chen, leta'mans bores be fult of the ſinne of his youth *, let 
"ob 16.14. his heart be broken with one breaking vponanether* , let his conſcience be fetvpon 
+ 1001346;  theracke; the Lord writing bitter things apain#t him; you will tell him ofthemer- 
cieatid graceof God. You do well; butyou will addewithall, chat his comfort 
inthis mnuſtbe-eyked outwith ſomething of higowne :: Hee muſtcrieout vpon 
* Tob16.2 youas [ob did vpon his friends, 15/erableconforters yee are als, He will lee ſuch 
> - * > weakeneſle,ſuch ſcantneſle, ſuch mainiednetle, fuch imperfeRion in his beſt per- 


formances, that hee willnotdare cobring them intoarcckoning beforeGod, 
a 4d 6) Ss tau "oo 
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yeatheberythought ofchem, will buradde afflitionto his griefe,.. T,hus will his I 
comfottconſume hke a rotten thing , and tea garment tbat j4 mot h-eatep? . (Buereach, \7 Tob 13.28. . 
him to butſdall vpon Gods metcy, Jabougingtbarnothing of gisopee way be... 
once thovght vpon inthisbulinetle; hee ſhall ltraitſeqſuch abreatih anzlength, 4 
depth ani height * of comfort ; which will;be as colde;waters:to biumearie (onle "7 Eph.z18, _. 
Thus this doQrine 1s niatter of in{tryRion to groundup inknowiedge, and mat- * Prou, 25.25. - 
ter of refre{hing to furniſh vs with:comfore; 'The-ſouleof a Chyiſtianisasthe ; 
Done which went out of :Neabs ArkeÞ;Irifindes nofoqting buryponthe cocke > GenB.9. 
of mercy-;'and it is but-an. imagination of mercy when any. chipg is;covpled Eo tis 
thereunto. This eruth hath forced even the-greatef3adueſaries.to.acknow-, av 341-19 
ledgeitz according as we finde, that nomeane. Papilt; after long Jabouring a-., 2 

_ gain(t the-dofrine of Tullification'by)onely Faiths doth. in theend.confeile, c Belar. lib, 

' thatycritis the ſafelt way to place a mans cruſt vpon Gods onely mercy and. fa-: 5.4: Jeftife 
your <.-- 3g fa FI Da 1513 1674;0 T9} 57 » i”: :,:*Cofo 

Thenext matter tobetreated, is the queſtion, | Heow'.the worke-of Regempiis: 11,5, 

wrought by Chrift, canbeſaide to be a worke of marcie tothe Faibers?. Forthereol-. 
ving ofthis queſtion , 'thrs is to be knowne, that there is. but ope wayjaf(aluati-; 
on to the: Fatbers before and vnder the Lawe , andtovs which /haueliued fince., 4:.-- 
the reuelationof Chrilt inthe fleſh : Je/ua Chrift, yeRerday, today, the ſamefor e-, .; 
uer 4, . Hereupon Chrilt is aideto bee the Lambe laine from:s the beginning of the ,* Hobir3. 8, 
world< : whereof thisis the meaning, that albeithe was mavifeltedin the fleſh in;;* Reu 13.8, 
the latter end of theworld ; 'and nor ilaine before , yetallche holiemen and wo+, 
men , cveh from Adam, wereſaued by hishlood:.: iThemolt perſons ofnocreyn- 
der the Law, were types of Chriſt, and all their ſacrifices and ceremonies tended: 
tothis onething, tocherifh/in them: the hopeof theMeſſas ; and-fo acquaint 
them with the whole myſteric of Redemption, which was wroughtby his means. 
There isriotonelitlecircumſlaricein the carriage ofour (aluation by:Chriſt;bue. 
the ſamewas ſhadowed outin the ancient. complements ofthe LawzEuen d6ra- 
ham ſaw the day of (hriftf, Tothemtharlived before C briſt, Cheſt was crucifi- f 19h,8. 56, 
edin the Sacritices and blood-ſheddingsof the Lawe; among vihrew orveifieds 5 Gal 3,1. 
by the preaching of theGolpel r they'belecued on Chriſt to.come, -webeleeve: 
on Chriſtalready come.':Z acbariethereforedoth heere mentiontheFathers,to, he 2. dol?, 
teach , That the efficacie of (brifts death not reftrained or limited toone point of tree, 
but is ſtretched enento tht agerby-pat;undibat the Fathers from the beginging-of the: 
world came within thecompaſſe of this mercy which Godftwed, tomienkende in (brifts 
mcarnation: And thisto-be true, hathbeeneprooued:inthe openingandclecring: 
of this:queſtion : Pan/ſaid;that che Chriftianreligionwhichheeprofeiled, was 


4 


the hope of the promiſe which God 'madr16 the-Fathers h z:and Peter in his Oration- ® A.zc.2. 

madein the Synod at Ieruſalem ſpeakivg af 6eleening to be ſaned thretigh the grace 
ofthe Lord ilefw'( brift, toyneththeFathers with them who:then lived; Fee be- . 

leene ency a5 they i, rot SRTHITRISTELT ot | | i * TAR. 15.10.18. 


The 1, ve. 


This is rſt, matter of Reſolution'in aneedefulldoubt,T am taught,if f wil be 
ſaued, tobelecue onelyin- Chriſt Teſus ; theminiſterieof the worddoths (Gll(lke 
John Baptift ) point out hilt vnro me, as the onely perſon which takethaway the .: 
ſomes of the world, it faith, that heisthe onety way; and that there-is noſaluxti-: * Ioh.r.29, 
01m any other 1, Tt tells me'moreouer; thar this Chriſt was: crucified) dany hun: | 0.14.6, 


dred yeares fince, andthatnow; in refpeR of hisbdadie, Heanenwuilt comaing, 04-535 


bim", tiltheendof allchings. Butnow here my farthwavereth'and isin:doubr, : AR3.23 
asking how his blood, which was ſhed o longlince, cat be of forcefor chepurs 
ging and cleanſing of my Gnne . This ſctupleis takenaway by conliderivgthae 
whichis heere ſaide: Zacharie affirmeth ; that the Afercie of Godin Chriſt, did 
concernecuenthe'Fathers, which had long beforegdne theway of altfleft; and: 
whichwere aſſcepeintheduſboftheearth; Nowthen,looke how the Fathers,ſo 
long before m ighthauc benefit by hjs deachto come; by theſame meansmay we: 

| ; 4 now 


c | | 4 
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now ſolong after receive comfort by his death paſt. By faith they beheld Chriſt 
 tobevffered; and arenow entred-into reſt ;- by faith weemay alſo looke backe 

vpon Chriſt already ſacrificed), and beeadmitted into the fellowſhip of eteroall 
happineſſe: The two Cherubins placed atthe two ends of the Mercie-ſeate,had 
o Exod, 25. | their facesronc toanother ©, and'both vponthe Arke: ſothe age by-paſt, and the 

18, &c-'  ageafter, lookeeytheron the other, but both ypon Chrift. P 

Prez. . Secondly, this is matter of wuch contenementto a'true beleever. For here he 
'* ©." may fee, that be he never fo poore, or deſpiſed, or. baſe, though hee /ie avzong the 
p Pſal 68. 13. porsP, orbe bebindethe Ewes with young 4, yet heisby Chrilt callediinto the tel- 
1Pſal,78, 71. [owſhip and 'ptrtaking-of theſameſaluation, which the holy Fatbers and Pro- 
_ phers doe now enioy; Adam; Encch, Noab, Abrabam, Meſes, &c. thele were 
- worthy men; and ingreataccountwithGod. Howtrucly maieſtthouſay with 
r,.Sam 18:18. Daxid*, What'am 1, that 1ponld entoy that mercie which God hath prepared for 
---*them ? Inſucha manner doth our Saviour deſcribe the happineſle of the ſaued; 
" Matth.8.1t. They ſpall (it downe with Abraham , Izhak' and Jacob inthe kingdome of Heanen'; 
and it is onecircumſtance of the torment of the wicked : Zee/pall [ee Abrabam, 
Izhak «4 Tacob and althe Prophets in the kingdeme of beanen, and your ſelues thruſt 
t Luk.13.23, owt at doores*t; What ſhall then become of vs, who neg/ett[ogreat ſalnation"? who 
rs 3 when God hath'promiſed ſuch glorious things * for vs , cucn the lameſaluation 
. ©1273 -and mercy which the chiefeſt of his Saints doe now enioy, yet had rather be ma- 
--—-- liciouswith Cain ; tyrannizing with Nimrod; profanc with E/as; (coffting with 
Iſhmael; extotters with Abab ; prowd with /eſabe!; ſuperſtitious with /eroboam; 
catching with ſudas; playing the belly-gods with Dixes; reſiſting the eruth with 
Elymas ; rayling with R abſoakeh; raurmuring with Core; victous with the Sodo- 
mes; (of which perſonswe haveno other teſtimonic, but that they are re/erued 
YJude6, in enerlafting chames vnder darknes unto the indgerttent of thegreat day v,) Then ſeek 


toreigne with Abraham, Izhak,, Iacev, andthe Prophets. If we delirecheſame 


happineſle, wee mult goe by the ſame way. It is vnpoſlible to haue the P/caſwres 
z Heb. 12.25. of ſimne*, andthe Felicitic of the choſen> tao. ' | ;59 
*Plal.106-5. © - Theotherthing which God intended tomake knowne inthe worke of our re- 
demption,is his 71th, [To remember bu holy coucnant, and the oath, &7,) Heere 
we mulſttreatetouching this Holy Conenant,. whatitis, and how it was confirmed 
by an Oath: and then nexe,how God can be ſaide tobe mindfullof his Conenant 
and Oath.eAs for the former, weall knowthenature ofa Covenant. Byit heere 
are meant thoſe Articles of agreement which are betwixt God and man concer- 


ning life exernall. The ſubſtance of this Covenantis, 7 wil bee thy God, andthou 


ſralt be my people: T his Covenant is twofold: The one of workes, the condition 

- * whereofis perfe&t Obedience, The other of grace, ofwhich the conditionis 

> Joh..12. Faith, Theſe two Coucnantsare one : they differ in manner of diſpenſation, 
the one beingiio:types and fhadowes after a more obſcure manner, and called the 

Old Concnant : the other being moreplaineand perſpicuous, deliuered aftera 

[new faſhion, and thereforecalled :&e New: Buttheſumme of both, was, andiis, 

©1.Cor.3, tt Chriſt Jeſus :.No other foundationcanbe laid ©: anditwas ever atruth,that God was 
* 2,Cor.s. 19. in ChriSt, reconciling the wor[d vnto himſe{fe 4, Now this: Couenantis called « Holy 
* Conemant,: becauſe it was made by a holy God, and tended vnto holineſle, both 

*  tomake Chrilts holinelle to become ours, and to bind vs to ſhew forth the fruits 


* of holinefſeinourlives. Touching theconfirmation of it by an Oath ,( By my 


© Gen, 22416,  ſelfe, faith God,1hawe [worne®,) init, briefly we multexaminethe qualitieof the 
Oath , andthereaſonwhy God (ware. Thequialitieof the Oathis, By hins/elfe. 
TheLord doth binde (asit were) his Godhead for the performanceof that hee 


promiſeth,:as though heeiſhould fay ;' thi be not ſo, let me be God no more, Now | 


for theorther, it may -beindeede doubted ; why God ſhould ſweare, ſeeing his 
word is certaineinit ſelfe,andneedeth no confirmation: but we muſt know, that 
God {warenot; towinne morecredite to his promiſe, but hediditfor the berter 


confirma- . 


wo «s, on i Aa. x %% . _ 


” uy 
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confirmation of our faith, 6eimg willing more abundantly to ſpew vnto05 the Flablenes 
of bis Connſeli*, wes tes TREE 20m) 

Now for that, how God canbe ſaid to rewember bis comment and oth;ſeeing God 
cannot forget,thus it mult heynderſfiood: Thelongdelayingof theattuall per- 
formance of the promiſe touching the Meſlias,, might giue occalion toſame:to 
thinke that God had vtterly forgotcen. it, abd thay it.was but. a verball promiſe 
without any purpoſe of accompliſhment, But now ((aith Zachwie)hewill folfill 
all tochevtwolt, and by ſo doing make ic manifeft; 'tharwhatſocucr men might 


ſuppole,yet the performanceof the Couenant was cugrin his minde, The {enſe 


125 


f Heb,6.17, 


then of thewholeplaceis this; thatwhereas God hadfreelygand of hisowne ac-. 


cord madeaholic leaguewith his Church,grounding eheſamevpon:Chrilt,and 
bipdingit (for better allurance) with an oath, which notwithflanding becauſe of 
the delaies of ſo many yeares,mightſeemeto-beeuen buriedinforgerttulnetſe,he 
would naw make knowne his neuer-failing faithfulnelle; and ſhewto:the world, 
that nothingofallchac he had ſaid,ſhould fall tothe ground vofulblled. 

_ Thedoctrinehereis, the ab/olnte and wnc 
One cnd of the incarnation of Chrilt was, that theremightinitbe ap evidence 
giucn tothe world, that the Lord neither could notwould be vamindfull of his 


promiſe, Jeſws Chrift was a Miniiter of the Circumeiſion forthe truth of Ged, to con- 


firme the promiſes made to the fatherss, Iwillnot falſifie my truth my conenant will not 
breake nar alter the thing that & gone ont of my lips b, It was a worthy reſolution of the 
Prophet, long before Chriſt was borne: Thonwilt perfarme thy truth to Iacob, and 
mercyto Abraham,aithou ha#t ſworne to onr fatbers in olds time, God cannot lie, nor 
deny himſclfe!: Thos art the ſame ((aiththe Plalme) [em tbe Lord, I changenot >, 
T his is the reaſon heis called lebovah, becauſe as hegiuerth beeing ro all things, and 
hath his owne 5eeivg from himlelfe; ſo he makes that co be, which hee hath pro- 
miled, £ | 
Ofthis there is a double vſe. Firſt, hereis much matter of vpholding for the 
faithof a Chriſtian. God hath promiſedy thar is much : he hath bound his pro- 
miſe withan oath; thisis more. He hath [ent bis ſonne in the fulneſſe of time® gin whom 
all bis promiſes are Tea and Ameny, What canbe moreablolute? The faith which 
is (krengthened with this threefolde cord, cannot ealily be broken. Itis an olde 
cultome ofthe diucll tolay fiegeto the truth of Gods word : 7ea,hath God indeede 
ſaid4? Sonow,themaine point chat he laboureth in, is, That God will not bee ſo 
good as his word, he will forget to be merciful, and his promiſe will fatle for enermore*. 
Toput backethis aflaulr, remember this one inſtance of the manifeſtation of 
Chriſt : all promiſes hadtheirreferencetohim, His birth and ſufferings arelefe 
asan vndoubted pledge of the performanceof whatſocuer God hath ſpoken. We 
may ſay as the Apoltle: He that gawe vs (hriſt, how ſhall he not with him giue allthings 
alſo\ ? So, he that hath performed the promiſe concerning Chriſt, wherein ſhall 
he = ? Hethat hath kept his wordin this, [will make no queltion of his truthin 
any thing, | | 
Secondly (for aſecond vle) here is matter of very needfull aduertiſement'to 
vsall, Hereis mention madeof thecouenant of God,oftheoath of God,and of 
thecertenty of both. This coucnant conliſteth of two parts : in the one God 
bindeshimſelfeto vs,tobe our God; in theother we binde our (clues to him,tobe 
his people: 1 will ſay tothe, Thou art my people; and they ſhall ſay, Thou art my God*«. 
His is a couenant of mercy,ours is acoucnant of obedience. He promiſeth hap- 
pms we holincſle; heglory, we duty : he hath tyed himſelfeby an oath, wee 
auebound ourſelues by the vow of baptiſme, Willhe be mindfull of his coue- 
nant,and ſhall weforget ours? Will not hee alter,and ſhall wefaile? Willnothee 
trifle with vs,and (ball we dally with him ? God forbid, Yet this faltring in that 
partofthecouenant which concernes vs,isa commoneuill. The moſt of our lives 
rather arguea reſolution to breake promiſe, then a purpoſe and endeauour to 


performe 


changeable certainty. of Gods promiſes. The 3. da- 
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—_ The Abridgement of the Goſpel. 


' performe it, Bleſſed be then of the Lord (ſaid Saul to Sammnel) 1 hare fulfilled the com: 

mandement of the Lord, But Samuel ſaid, What meancth then the 6leating of the ſheepe 

2 1,Sam.15, in mine cares,end the lowing of the oxenwhich 1 heare* ? So, itislike enough, wewill 
73, "4 be ready to iultifie our (elues:and when we arechallenged for breach of promiſe, 
* Mal.3,8,13 will be ready to lay, like thegain-ſaying Tewes,#Fherein* have we treſpaſled? Bute 
it ſhall be (aid to vs; as it was to Sawl, hat meane then theſe and theſe things? If 
wemakeconſcience of the covenant, what meane theſegroile ſinnes, which crie 

loud in the eares of the moſt High, & vnder which hes preſſed ;as acart that s full 

7 Amos 2.13e of feauesy, wearings,whoredomwes,drunkennes,oppreſſions,cruekties, contempe 
* Num.15.30; of the VVord and Sacraments, and all theſewicthan high hand® ; many beeing 
2Ter.$,rz, grownetothat extremity,that they cannot have any /hame 2: thevery trial of there 
b 1fa,3-9% Conntenance teftifieth againſt them b 2 Ts this our promiſe? Is this tobe mindfullof 
ourcouenant? With what facecan welayclaimetothecouecnant of »vercy, when 

welſhall be ſo manifelily convicted to hauetrodenvnderour feetethe couenane 


of obedience? How everit be,God will keepe his word, but rior of fauour, butof 


<©1,Sam.3,t1, iuſtice,cuen that which Moſesſpeaketh of,cnoughtomake hs two earestotinglec, 
* Hab,3<I16. 8& his Gellic rotremble 4 that heareth it:7 he Lord will not bee merafull vmtovs, bin bis 

OA wrath and iealoufie (ball ſmoake agamſt v1,end every curſe that 1s written ſhall light vp- 
< Deut.29.10, 915,49 the Lord (ball put out our name from under heanen<, This istheirpor- 
f Df2l.44.1 tion which forget God,and deale falſly concerning his concnantFf: this is te 
£ hos p 4 hertage that they ſhall haut of God for their workes 8. Remember 

then,asthe ſubſtance of the couenanton Gods part,ſothe 
condition on ours : he hath couenanted,ſo haue we: 
hee bath (worne,ſo have wealſo :hewillnot 
forget his pare, let vs makeconſci- 
enceto remember ours, 


The 


I 


AF -T 7.x OE TT CES 


The ſixth Sell 


Verle 74. 
That hee would grant vnto vs, that wee beeing delinered ont of the hands of onr enemies, 
ſhould ſerue bim without feare,&c. 


#] E arenowcometo thelaſt part of theworke of our redemp- 
1 tion, which is theendand drife thereof; and which is alſo a 


7 | alimme (as it were) of that good which hee profniſedto be- 
: ow. Ia | 
: Touching this end, Twill ſpeake fir{t,generally; andthen; 
tf AZ 7] more particularly I will diſculſethoſethings which donece(- 
farily con.erne that maine duty, at which Godaimed in vouchlating vs fogreat 
a deliveranceby Chriſt Telus. 

Thegeneraltſumme of this end of our redemption is,that wee beeing delinered 
fromonr enemies, ſhould ſerne God. Concerning theſe enemics who they are, and 
what is the del/ineraxce fromthe, I ſhall notneede to ſpeake ; theſe things were 0- 
penedinthe 71,ver/e, Theſenſeand generall doftrineof theplace, is this; That 
the purpoſe of God in freeing vs from the ſpirituall bondage in which wee were by nature, 
was , that we ſhowld eucn conſtcrate our [olues to the glory ,, and honour , and ſer- 
vice of himſelfe; T his pointis plaine in thewords of this place, and calily to bee 
further manifeſted by the Scripture. Beeing made free from [inne,ye are made the 
{ernantsof righteon(neſſe" : that is, ſeeing the Lord hath dealt thus graciouſly with 
you, to reſcue you by the death of Chriſt from the Nlavery of ſinne, this is that 
which isnowexpeced of you,cuen that you ſhould devote your ſelues tothe pra- 
Riſe of righteouſnelle, beeing henceforth as zealous in good ſeruices,as ye haue 
formetly beenecarneſt and eagerin fulfilling your ownluſts,andin glutting your 
ſelues with the pleaſures of linne, Liketothisisthe reaſoning of the fame Apo- 
ſileelſewhere in the ſame Epiſtle: 1 beſcech you by the mercies of God,that you gine 
vp your bodiesi,&c, Heperſwades vntoa godly life, by propoundingvntovs the 
merciesof God, Now this kinde of reaſoning were of no force, were itnot for 
this, namely, thatthe driftof all Gods mercy vnto vsin Chriſt, is, the drawing 
andrecouering of vs from theſeruiceof Sathan,vnto the obedicnce and ſervice 
of himſelfe: Suchis thatſpeech of hisin another place: Tee are bought with aprice, 
therefore gloriſie God, * &c. a8 if he had aid,God hath redeemed you, therefore it 
Nandeth with equity, & it is agreeing to his purpoſe & meaning, that you ſhould 
ſerue him, Excellentisthatplace to Titws,The graceof God,&c.hath appeared,and 
teacheth vs,that we ſhould genic vngeadlineſſe,G c. and that we ſhould line ſoberly,&cn 
thu preſent world, The meaning is, that the doQtrine of the Goſpel (theſumme 
whereof is, Redemption inand by Chriſt)is preached publikely vntoall,but not 
to encouragethem to continue in (inne, but tovrge them to lay alide prophane- 
neſſe,and rorenounce their owne luſts,and to hauetheir fruitein holines,asthey 
hope to have their end,eternall life, For (ſaith the Apoſtle) Chri# gane not him- 
ſelfe for vs, that we ſhould the more boldly givethe rainesto our owneluſts, but 
that we ſhould bee zealous of good workes », To theſewe may ioynethat of Saint 


\ | branchof thecouenant which God made to theFathers,and. 


The 1.d0« 


Arme, 


hRom, 6.1 3 


!Rom.12.1, 


k ,,Cor,6-30. 


| Tit, 2, 11.12, 


m Verſe 14, 


Peter: - Paſſe the time of your dwelling here in feare, knowing that wee were redeemed not - » 1.Pet,.17, 
with corruptible things,&c, but with the precious blood of Chriftn, There hee victh 18,5. 


the 


— 
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the price of redemption as a {peciall motiue to a religious life, in as much alſo as 
the drift thereof was to free vs from our vaine conmerſation, Many particulars of 
this kindemightbe heaped vp : I will conclude this enumeration of places with 


the ſaying of Dawid; Thou haſt (faith he) delmered my ſoule from death, and alſo my 


0 Plal.5S.13+ feete from fallin , that 1 may walke before God in the light of the lining, Hee makes 
cheendof all & deliuerances which God had vouchſafed him, to bee this one 
thing,thathe mighe ſpend his daiesin a l(incere courſe inthe fight of God. And 
indeede thisisa matter of great equity, 7/hbo planteth a vineyard, and cateth not of the 

P 1,Cor_ 9.7+ fruit thereofe? And ſo; who will pay a price of Redemption for him, by whome 
he ſhall receive noſeruice? Gods weare by the right of redemption: Yee are not 


 41x,Cor64r9. your owne (ſaith Par{1:) weare bought witha price for his vic, therefore all which 


we can doe,is to be diuerted co his glory, 
TheUſe. -Hereby itappeareth,thatthecaſe is not ſoas the molt ſuppoſe: TheGofpell 
 _ "isnedodrineof carnallliberty, as though becauſe of the abundance cf mercy, 
and in reſpe& that Chriſt hath performed ſufficient for the preſenting of vs 
without faultin Gods ſight,and for the acquiting vs from the = of al{ our lins, 
bethey neuerſo many, orſogreat, therefore it mighe be lawfull for vstoliue af- 
ter our ownewill,and to giueliberty to our owne inordinateaffeRions. No: the 
 doQrine ofthe Goſpel ticth vs to as {tritrearmes of obedience,as the law, There 
isnot any one holy duty which in the Scripture God requirceth of a Chriſtian, 
from which the freedomeof our beingiultified by the graceof Chriſt, doth give 
vs any colourof diſpenſation. Fit to this purpoſcis the ſaying of the Apolile,af- 
terhe had largely diſputed of our free iultification by Chriſt, and had prooued 
thatche workes of the Law are of no force to deſefuelaluation Do we then (laith 
he) make the Law of none effett.through faith ? For ſoit might ſeeme to bea matter 
indifferent,whether we doe well or no,and thatthe dotrine which he had taughe 
beingtrue,there is no vic of the Morall Law. God forbid (anſwereththe Apotile) 
© Rom.3.zt- JeaweeFfabliſh the Law*, The doAtrineof graceis (o farre from overthrowing 
the Law, thatit binds all which hope to be (aved toa more ſtrait obedience:good 
CEpheſ.2,10, workesare ordained for them towalkemm!, and God haththerforecalled them vn- 
to grace; that he might be glorified by their pure converſation, Let all profane 
onescoillider this, all deſpiſers of good things, ſwearers, Sabbath-breakers, wan- 
tons,drunkards,Libertines;&c-$uch(ſome of them)do pretend a faith in Chriſt, 
they will ſay they hopethey areredeemed by him, and looke to bee ſaucd by his 
death. Taske of thee, who ſo hopelt and yetliueſt in theſervice of the divell,and 
in bondage to thine ownlufts,what thinkeſt thou ?Doeſt thou belecue that God 
did therefore ſend Chriſt,or,that Chriſt didtherefore ſhedde his precious blood, 
that men might takeliberty thereby to center into allmannerof exceile? Did he 
thereforeraiſc vpan horne of faluation, that vader hopethereof men mightlay 
iniquity to iniquity,and then-faluevp all with this, / beleene in Chriit,1 know mine 
owne workes cannot ſaue metec, God forbid, thatany manſhouldſo imagine. Itis 
plaine againſt the Scripture, and direAly contrary tothe purpoſe of Godin the 
worke of mansRedemption, :Marke this place: God hath viſited, redeemed, rai- 
ſed vp a horne of ſaluation,c+c, not toeltabliſh linne, but to diflolue linne,notto dil: 
charge vs from our obedience, but to bindevs vnto duty, Therefore, cither bee 
ſfurethat thy (erled reſolution and purpoleis, to mortifie and ſubdue thine owne 
corruption, and to ſacrifice euenthy ſweeteſt and bel? pleaſing ſinnes vnro God, 
and tolimitthy ſelfe by all meanes withinthecompatile of Chriſtian obedience, 
or elſethouart one of thoſe,ofwhomeS. Ide [peakes,which art ef o/d ordainedto 
tudes, Condemuation* q the benefit of redewption belongeth not tothee, thy damnation 
n2,Pct,243, ſleepethnot, and thy indgement long agone is not farre off®, Thus much in generall, 
touchingthe end of our redemption,to ſerwe God, X 
Now follow the particulars appertaining to it,and they aretheſe: x, Thepar- 


ty from whome the power and graceto do this, (to wit,to ſerueandgloritic wow 
| mu 
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mult be looked for ;7bat he would grant vs. 2.T hemanner of (o doing it; withs 


out feare. 3. Thetrime to which the performapce of this dut y ts tyed ; Allthe dares. 


of our life, 4. The (peciall duties whereinit {tands; ho/meſſe andrigbteoufnes, 5, The 
triall of the truth of theſe duties: before him, Of theſe intherr courſe. , . | 
Ficlt,couching the party from whome the power to-(erue God mult beexpe- 
. Qed: That hewonld grant ymovs ((aith Z acharie.) T his isachiefe difference be- 
ewixtthe Law and the Goſpel, The Law.commandeth good things,butſhewerth 
no meanes of doing them, The Goſpel.dethnot only tnioynechings right, buc 
declareth alſo, how and whence that may bee ſupplied which is wanting in vs. 
T herefore Z acharie doth not onely manifcit the drift and intent of God in re- 


deeming vs, (namely, that we ſhould ſerze h:) bur doth alfo pgint his bnger to ' 


the fountaine,and teacherth vs who it is, thatwill enable vs ro doert, Andindeed 
thisisa part ofthe Couenant of grace, That as God will expett [eruice at our bands, 
ſo he will make vs able to performe that acceptable (eruice which herequireth, In the 
handling of which doctrine, Twill declare cwo things. .1, That invsthereisno 
ſuch power. 2. That God worketh it-ip thoſe whome he hath choſen, The for- 
mer of chelcisapparentoutof the manifclt teſlimonies of the Scripture, Althe 
imaginations of the thoughts of mans heart are onely enill continually *, We are not ſuffici- 
ent of our (elues tothinke any thing 4s of our ſelnery, Without me you cands nothing ,(ai th 
Chriſt =. Now, who can bring 4 cleane thing ont of filthineſſe*? or whether can men 
gather grapes of thornes >? Thereis nothing but crookednetle in ournature, and 
how is it poſſible that any good thing ſhould come-therefrom? The ſecond 
branch, touching the ſupply from God of that which is wantiog in vs, is very 
clecre, What man t he that fearcth the Lord, hmm will heeteach the way that be ſpall 
chuſe© ;Thou ſhalt walks ſafely by the way,and thy feete ſhall not ſtumble, I will cauſe 
outewalke in my ſtatutes ®, Thele places ſhew how that the Lord will furniſh his 
redeemed with luch a meaſure of grace,as that they ſhall walke in ſucha way,and 
runne ſuch a courſe as ſhall bee pleating and acceptable to himſelte. Theorder 
and manner of the Lords bringing this co pallein them, is this: Firſt, becauſe 
the heartis the fountaine of all our actions,therefore Gods firlt worke in them, is, 
to puta new ſpirit into their bowels, and, totake the-ſtony heart ont of their bodies,and to 
ginethem a heart of fleſh f, that is, to remooue theignaturall vatowardnelle, and 
to make their hearts morcinclinable and pliable ynto good. Sccondly,hee por- 
zeth bis Law in their inward parts,and writeth ut thereg,y heplanterh in them therrue 
ſauing knowledge, he openerh their hearts, making them roconceiue and ynder- 
ſtandit, he cauſeth them to loue it,and to delight. inir, he kindleth in them a de- 
lireto praiſe it,and ro walkein all holy obedience toit. Thirdly, he furniſheth 
them with the alliſRanceofa ſecret direRor,a word behinde them,/aying to them: Tas 
# theway,walke initi.; and thus he keepeth their feetek , and guides themin thewa)), 
Fourthly,he f/eth them with the fruits of righteouſneſſe >,that is, heenableth them 
.to bring forth that gaod. into outward aR, the knowledge whereof is {eated in 
their heartsy that ſo they may not be idle nor vnfruitfull», but may adornethe do- 
Urine of God their S aneur.m allthings 9; Laltly,he doth nor (o leaue them, but the 
hand of his mercy is {Ull ſtrerched out,to fabliſh them m encry word &- goodworkP, 
toconfirmethem & to make thew perfit 4,that ſo they may hold out,& way not be 
wearie of well 4oing ©, but that the yoke of Chritt :way become cafe! vato they, and 
the Chriſtian life may not ſeeme (as it doth to the wicked) burdenſome and vn- 
ſauory, Thusitis manifeſt;that ſcrue the Lord of our ſelues we cannot;and with- 
all,char God hath euen tied himſelf by promiſe to enable his ſeruantsthereuntg. 
Wearetaught by this, when wearecalled vpontoany good worke,not torun 
toourſelues, as though by our owne power we ſhould be ableto performe it, (for 
whoare weethat any good thing ſhould come from vs ?) but we mult liftvpour 
hearts to God, praying with Dauid: Open my eyes*® ; Teach mee the way of thy 51a- 
Ines” ; Incline my heart untothy teftimones * N irelt my ftepsinthy word y,Weare by 
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* Ephel,2.1 nature deadin treſpaſſes and ſmnes = : vatill he quicken vs by his everliuing Spirit, 
Palm 51.10 and create a new heart = within vs, we cannot entertaineſo much as a wotion vn- 
. togood. Andthisis the true cauſe, that wee areſo harren in good duties, and fo 
»Epheſ;s.1z fruitfull in the vnfraxfull workes of darkneſſe Þ,cuen becauſe wee aske not©, Thou 
-lames4.2 which artan adulterer,or a man given todrunkennelle,or apt to contend,orto be 
delicous of reuenge, or to bee drawne by euery occalion into euill company, or 

which canſt (carcely remember any good ching taught, or which andelt a kinde 
of drowlinefle ſtill trocreepe vpon thee,when thoucommett to heare the word of 

God : when walt thouanearneſt and huthble ſucer vnto God,out of a hearty de- 

teftation of theſe euils,that he would enabletheetoreforme them?when g1ddeſt 

thou intreat him,and begge with him to ſubdue thy varuly and vntamedatiecti- 

ons? when did{tthoulament before him, with a ſorrowfull heart, the vatoward- 

nelleof thy nature vnto good?:What maruellthen,if linneget the dominion ouer 

_thee,if thou be led captiue by thine own laſts,if cuill grow (trong vpon thee? For 

why ? Although haply thoucouldeſt wiſh,that God would pardon thee, yet thou 

artnot a lutertohim toreforme thee ; thoucouldelt be contencthat thy linnes 

might beremitted,but thou doeſt notintreatethat they may be ſubdued, When 

thou feele(t an euill lice hard vpon thee,and percauuelt that it (il Arweth to draw 

© theetothe practiſe of it, thou ſhouldelſt doe as Pawl,beſeech the Lord that it may de - 

4 2.Cor. 12, $ part from thee 4, God hath ſo bound himſelfe, ro freljzll the defire of them that feare 
< Plal.145.19 him, that at lealt (which yet isnot little) chou ſhalt receive the comfort which 


" 2.Cor.129 Panl did,my grace ſhall be ſufficient for thee *, God hath made acouenantro grant 


grace, & albeit for triall of faith he may delay (uters forit,in ſomeparticulars,for 

a time, yet he will not finally deny it. If any lacks wiſedome,let him aabe of Goa and it 

-Iames1,ig ſhall be ginenbims, Who can lay that this promiſe was ever broken?Remeber this 
then; when mention is made of the endof redemption,namely,alite led to Gods 

glocy,think who itis from whom this grace mult come:ItisGod which gives it:lee 

i Remag,zo V8 ſtrine to him by our praiersÞ,certainely weſhall not bedifappointed of our hope. 
The nextpointisthe manner of doing this duty : (without feare.) This place 

mult firſt bee examined, becauſe it may ſceme contrary toanother place, which 

Palme 2.1 biddeth vs to ſeruethe Lord with fearei, We mult thereforelearne to diltioguith: 
' - Thereisa helliſh feare,& thereis a holy feare, a (laviſh feare, and afonlike teare, 
Theformer of theſe is called by S. Pawl, the ſpirit of bondage &, Tr is(uch as (laues 
havein reſpe&of thoſe towhom they are in bondage: A kindeof reſpet they 
haue to thoſe in whoſe power they are;they do that whichis comanded them,bue 
they neither haueloue totheir commanders, nor take any delight inthat which 

is enioyned them :that which they doe, they do by enforcement, and in feare of 
the whip. Such 1s the feare of Godin reprobates : ſometimes they are ſtricken 
with a kinde of awe of Gods Maieſty,and do even trembleat his iudgements,and 


* Rom, #15 


(it may be)doe ſomething which is required;zbut their obedience proceedeth not | 


_  outof any loue to God, or outof any truth of atfeionto that which 1s perfor- 
iGeneſfis4.6 med,buronely outof conſtraint. Thus did Cain caff downe hs countenance! Eſau 
m Gen. 27.38 weepe , Pharaoh /et the people goen, Ahab humble bim{elfe v, Judas repemty, None 
4 Tos. 12:3! of theſe was truly grieued for his otfence,or ſory that God was diſpleaſed: They 
I _—_ had anapprehenlion of the terror of the Lord 9, and that wrong from them fome- 
92.Cor.5.z thing, in which otherwiſe of themſelves they tooke no delight. Now the other 
: Rom,8.15 feareiscalled the 5Þerzr of adoption®, andit is a feareto offend, riling out of the ap- 

prehenſion and feeling of Gods loue:as,when the experience which I have hadin 
'Wy (clfe of Gods gracious dealings with me,makes meto entertainea feareTcltI 
ſhould abuſe his loue,and do ought that might diſpleaſe his mateſty. This kinde 
of feare may be wherethere is the greateſt ,and firmeſt,and molt reſpeQive love: 
as betwixt the father & the ſonne;the husband & wife: Let rhe wife [ee that ſhe feare 
her huſband,ſaith Paulf,This diſtinQis of feare,being rightly vnderſtood,it wil be 


[Epheſ«s, 
010933 ealietoreconciletheſe places.Serue rhe Lord with feare, faith D avid:that is,colider 
you 
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you the Maieſty of God,what he isin himſelfe, and what heisto you, andſo ler 
your hearts [tand in awe of him,and be you afraid to diſpleaſe him. Againe, the 
end of our redemprian is, that wee ſhould /erwe God without feare, laith Z acharic : 
T his 1s his weaning; Vhereas the face of God isvaturally a terror,ymrovys,cuen 
asthefaceof a Ludge is toa theefe, and whereas that which wee doe. is fo full of 
maimesand blemiſhes, tharwe can haue nocourageto preſentit ynto(God, nor 
hopechat hewi ll accepritzthis is the end of our redetption,that being certainly 
perlwadedof the fauour of Godio Chrilt, andof requllian of linnes by him, all 
chis feace may bequite remooued,& we may boldly cometotherhrone of grace, 
and comfortably atluce our (clues, thac Godfor Chriſt will accept, evencheim- 
perfect & ſcant mealure of our obedience. T his isthetrue ſenſe of the place;this 
13 the feare,in the freedomefrom which Qandeth the trueſeruice of God; So that 
now this is the doQtrine; That till the minde and conſcience of a Chriſtian be quieted OM 
pacifiedby the kyowledge of ones perſonal acquutance before Godby Chriit,a man camot 
eruly [erne God, nor yeeld unto him that obedience which heaught, This is plaine out 
of che place: the true manner of ſeruing God is withoxr feere thatis,without alto. 


niſhment and ſuſpenſe af minde how God will accept that which we do. Now this 
fearecannot bee baniſhed, bur'by che comfortable apprehenlionof a diſcharge. 


by Chcilt ; cherefore without this comfortable apprehenſion, no man can ſerue 
and obey Godas he ought to do. T helethingsareall manifeſt. Theceaſon al- 
ſo of thedoArineis apparent thus: As oftenas I recount with my ſelfe theſcue- 
rity and Tuſticeof God, howthat he cannot abide iniquity, and isin his wrath a 
conſuming fire*, and do conlider withall, how full of corruption my hearris,and 
how farre ſhort the beſt I can do,comes of that which is required; whatheace ſhall 


The 3. att, 


tHeb,12,29 


T have to tender my (cruicevntohia, vnlelleI be ſome way atlured chat my per- 


ſon is acceptedin Chriſt,and that Gods iult diſpleaſure isallaied cowards me for 
his ſake,ſo thatmy (cant performances ſhall beſhrouded vader his moſt abſolute 
and perfit obedience? Hence is that ſaying of Dauid : There i mercy with thee,chat 
thou maiſt 6 z, Itisthehope and apprehenſion of mercy which encoura- 
geth to obedience, Seeing we hawe theſe promiſes ((aiththe Apoſtle) /er vs cleanſe our 
(cluet from all filthineſſe *, &c, See what Pavl inferreth vpon the promiſes of mer- 
cy which God hath made. Pau! ſaithin oneplace, that Phat/oencr i; not of Faith, 
# (nney, meaning ehat whatſocuer is offered ro God, which proceedeth not from 
faith, the ſame isalinne. In another placeheſaith, that by Fairh our conſciences 
haue peace with God. Both the places put together do ſhew thus much, that vn- 
till the conſcience bee pacified by the atluranceof reconciliation with God by 
Chrilt, nothing that is donecan finde acceptance with the Lord, Theorder of 
the words touching Habel,is worth the noting; The Lord badreſpett ro Habel,andto 
kuoffring *; Firlt,to Habel,then to his offring, Sotbattill I know that God doth 
accept my perſon,I can haue no hope that hewill ceſpe& my ſeruice, = 

By this itis plaine,firſt,thatitisvnpoſlible for a Papiſt rightly coſerue God,or 
toyeeld vnto him any true obedience. T bis will be thoughta hard cenſure,ceſpe- 
cially touching thoſe which ſeeme (ſo deuour, aad wake ſo greata profeſlion of 
good workes: But itis cafily iuftified by the doQrineof this place. Godis not 
rightly (erued vnleſſeit bee without feare, without chat (lauiſh awe, which ariſech 
out of the not knowing a mans owne particular reconciliation with God, Now it 
is certaine, that Papiſts do lifly maintaineit, that it is vnpoſlible fora man by an 
ordinary faith to bealſured of Gods fauour. By the decrees of the Councell of 


2 Pſal-1 30.4 
x 3,Cor.7. 
7 Rom, 14. 23 


_ Rom. s Aj 


2Genelis 4, 4 
The Ye, 


rent,a man muſt doubt of hisſaluation as long as heeliverhin this world : fo »Sc0.6. Cap. 
thatindeed a Papiſtcanncuer atraineto any tcue peaceof conſcience by his owne 9& C2143, 6 


doQtine : if he keepe himſelfeto it, hemult reſolue while he livech to bee in (ul- 
penſe & vncertaineof Godfavour: What a racke isthis toa mans confcience,to 
be taught that hecanneuer be ſure 1n this world that his linnes are pardoned,and 
thatGodis reconciledeo him in Chrilt Iclus? =? cheerefulneſle or boldnetle 
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can a man havetoſerue God, when it is taughtthatthercisno poſſibility for him 
ro bealluredin his ſoule chat God in Chriſt will accept his ſeruice, and forgive 
his weakneſſes? Lerthis bea ruleto vs cojudgeof Poperie: it is a deſperate com- 
fortletſe doQtrine, Chriſt came intothe world to free'vs from this ſervile feare, 
and to fill our hearts wich cheerefulnelle, by ſhewingvnto vs Godt loving coun+ 
renance: Popery holdeth vs in ſuſpence, and labours'to vphold that feare which 
is thevery dire&t enemy to true obedience, TH SOD OG ro WS yrN oct 
Secondly,thismakethalſo againft thecommonopinion,which (in this point) 

is the ſame with the Papiſts, The moſt doe talke (Tknow not what) of ſeruing - 
God, and profeſleto docitevery day : butif it be ackedwhat ground they haue 
of peace withGod by Chriſt,cthis will be found to bea very [trangedemand, and 
they will not know what to anſwer : Security they have enough, but, what true 
peace of conſcience is, they vnderſiand not. Well may. they ſeeme'to bee with- 
out feareinregard of their common brutiſhnelſle : but let their conſciences bee 
touched andawaked,by ſome croiſe,or iudgment,or by deaths approching, then 
this ſeruile feare,this diſmall horror of heart will ſoone appeare, and it will bee a 
hard matter tocomfortthem. Know we therefore,thatvntill welabour ro know 
our own particular reconciliation with God by Chriſt, and tothat endreverence 
the ordinance of God (the Word and Sacraments, which ſerue to nootber vie 
butto apply Chriſt co our ſoules) carelefie we may be, frozen in our dregges wee 
may be,benummed and (enſle{le we may be; but rrue peace of conſcience we can 

never haue, neither can any ſeruice come from vs which ſhall be plealingand. 

acceptable vnto God : vnletle my heart can witnefle with me,that I (erue 
and obey Godcheerfully, and with a free ſpiric;knowing that God for 
hriſt hath and doth accept me,and that my weake ſervices ſhall 
be fauourably looked vpon,God meaſuring them rather by the 
'-"fincerity of my affection, then by the meaſure of my per- 


- 


©.* * formance, Ican not ſay thatTſerue God;zthat which 
| I doe,commeth from the ſpirit of bondage, 
and God eſtcemes it not, 
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All the dates of onr life .5n holineſſe and righteouſnſſe before Ged, ww ) , 


I =) Henext pointto be handled,is,the Time,to which our lec- 
= \- ving of God without feare is limited;.;4icbe daves of our life, 
Su \\ HcreI will handletwo points. 't,.Tbetthbishfeisthe time 
DSRSD of ourſcruing God, 2.. Thatitmult notbedonein ſome 
TS 2 part,but inallthedaiesofour life... +1; 44 PS. 
S=@ay) Touchiogthefict, this isthe doftrinez Thet thetrme The 1.46: 
Ax. of our lining beere inthe world, ts the alone time, inwhich thoſe Arine, 


CY ED Ew dutic arc to be done, which ought tobe performed by us intoken 
of thankefulneſſet0:God for our redemption, andin reſp 7 


doe good ©, &c. thatis, while we live here, for when thattimeis gone, wee have no <Gal.6.10; 
further opportunity. 7» #4. preſent world, (aith theſame Apolile elſewhere 4, © Tit.2.12. 
The time of our dwelling here, ſaith Peter © 3 During wy life, laith Dauid f. [bane fini- © !-Pet. 1. 17+ 


ſoed my courſe, (aid Paul, when he was neere his deaths :-Heecould not haveſo n—— > 


b Heb 9.27, 


+ tdi; —... Coe 
This ſerueth firlt,to batter downe the wals of the Popes ſuppoled purgatorie: The i. w/e: 

the ground whereof is this, that there isaplacefor repentanceaſter this life, and | 

thatas ſome, which are perfit Chriſtians, goedireRly after death to heauen, and 

others, which are extreamely wicked, goe ſtraight tehellz (otherearea middle. 

kinde,who having not perfited their obedience in this world,nor madefull ſatis- 

faQion for all their ſinnes,mult (tay by the way, in a place of torment, wherethe 

reliques of (inne mult bee purged out, and che full ſummeof their duty-made / 

vp,beforethey can be admitted. into heaven, This is heldas an article of faith, 

and they are ſaid to be certainely damnedſo many as doe not not beleeueits.In- x p,p,. 1; 

deede Papiſts haue reaſon to maintaineit, it is a fire which bath well heated the -, : 

Popes kitchin, andtheconceit and feareof it, togetherwith an opinionthat the 

offerings of Prieſtscan helpeto ſhorten a mans timeinit,hath brought them in 

no ſmall revenue: they may truly ſay,that by this cyaft they bauetheir goods), Now ' Aenrg.25, 

theopinion is plainely confuted by this place. For whatſoever is regueey of vs, 

either toward God,or toward man, is to bee dohe inthe: dates of owr ;fe,orneuer, 

Thedeadin the Lorddoereit fromtheir labours " : Thiscouldnotbe trueif they =Rea.r4.15: 

were either buſied in doing good workes for thegetting toheauen, or were tor- 

mentedinfire, They (weate much ro make good this fancie ; butinvaine: ſure 

weare,theScripturemaketh mentionof two only places, for the dead® : neither = 7y6 16,25; 

wat therein Moſes law appointed any ſacrificeon thebehalfe of thedead, The 23, | 


M 3 thing 


'3.de prrg, 
cap.T1, 


SANT : & LO Se ABI OO Obe 2 vs ; . Ws PRAC 4 8 wh SO SIT TAC IRS res Sr SEL,” L K+ fs a ne, BE BOL 4 os Rs £2. HE ad WIR TI 
, ; «< Ds ; f & : Wo Sea FE; A Gat Io I EIT os ENS NE OSS Io g Wy be W, TIES" "7 "I 4 PA. Pay Ns 4.x .; . EL x) - 2 COLD To OBEEANENS Lt DOS 7 TS IRR 8 +30 ws F\ f'> METER OY RES : MOI wy ona OS” 1, . 
at Y A y 2 Met 3 Lan” C 5% A Xa Þ 4% - - DA _ Sheets EE ot IEEE RR oc vo ALT __ IOC Ax os TOR FREd 1 ages” Le 0% En IA: rf; WT IP Iv WY oa IRE > PIE o wo TE Bone 8 : _ , v.Aq, SL rt on Ke £ WA-LS LIT a REES) Les. Lo I TON Spv SEES Ve op > LIE EL be SB s #4 T, FL INTR: Tok 9 2 —_ 
i Y $4 4rd i Bees x Oo I A TS NI TEL ILY: 44 4 IG. L666 FEARS. pa Wig, YR WIE. NA OL NN ro IR IT HESET< 3 Io ES ALES nl, Mi Ee. $ HAY9 fe YA j is: E _ G # 5.4; Larhgt Sy Wo 4. .: OO LEED A aa) ES, RACE - AY £ A Tan Bo als 7 2) 5; ARIES 90k, PNEa ' 2 FRY SP Oo RI te % 5 Ig: 6 RAD I Re WOLS SF | Oba : 
hs PS eee API IEC LE et LON DES RP bh AER ASI dt ET, at ph eh Ng EN ERIN 25s IE et NL GIL Bae RON Bod NG ER TS IS ©, > LIE OI JR ns of ls SO 0s 4; I Pore 00 =o}; Fes s $. x 30% UNS gr WOT I n Ws 4 >rl i SN OE Fiat ISS FIvT 


i RICE 
Ee Lg © OS a RaeTort 4 y FOI te tL0S 2.9 WIS 2s OCT : Be ' g WF" þ 1 Ae", bY OI ng $05 nf RL Ss Fo SES þ 1D 4 08 eb! D . Dots bs ts SPSS ERR TAO 54 is CAP one do DEI SEO Wo 
% WY j LOI REI SLY pb #24! x : OF 2, . wel? M4. SO SARS UL ITE SN." ©. EY A HA Sh AO bg PI NS VT rr AST ae . CLI iD 7 4/ 7 ENT OTE SINN” 7 EN ELOISE oo 1077, an 03-455 1 1."> - ie Ne Mo : AR G RCs Oy Ls 2. [NS 4 2 x > a Wd - FL : RESFARS 
TE TRE St EE . by a8 2 WE enlgg RE Is 4, ARES EZ os OR, HTN a7 Dl Db WS WY LIST FO, AS AIDS te, 2 ON TL LI O75 Sn fer. EIA LY EL Ro a TIO Frog C2) SES BP. be ere ACA OBO IC RI TDA, , >" NL LE Et aaa, ak , Cur "oy R " 
as SETS Is RES. ERP NL oe RS RAO TOES = EO EE OR TCA. 9 ACS 0 Ye ES RTE: NEEDS Fo a7 OE G3; 93 HERA ORIG 56 5 NEE EOS I cog i Wo Ee Et hai GE CE $48 g a = mc ; 


[C3 oa rb £ S. 2 
Tad Fr t/ et bers LOS 
EO IT ADL es 


134. The Abriagement of the Goſpel, 


o Aur,Dow, thing it ſelfe came firftfrom the heathen, and was vnknowne to the world vntill 
1439. the Councell of Florence»: and therefore thoughthey threaten theblack curſe 
?Prou,z6-2, ro thoſe that deny it;yert let vsnotfearcit ; the curſe chat #s cauſleſſe ſhall not come?, 
Vie 2, Secondly, this maketh againit thoſe who are of chat (winith diſpolition, thae 
they neuer thinke vpon doing good yntil[they die ; while they live,they rake,and 
catch,and extort,andoppreſle : A man may as foonewringwater out of a flint,as 
drawought from them toa good purpole; then they grumblelike Nabal,Shall [ 
take my bread, & ©, and giue it to men, whome I know not whence they be4? But when 
they come to the knife, and die, thiey muſt leaue their goods behinde them, 
chen (it may be) (hafl-fome drop or two be given to'the poore; orto ſome goad 
ſeruice. Ido notcondemneitif any manby will bequeath ought tothe Church 
or poore: this Tcofidemne, when ſuch things areneuer done tiflthen :Itisan ar- 
gument,thatthatwhich'is then done, is but a formall and cxtorted benevolence, 
Formall4 men therein will doeas others doe: Extorted; becauſeit is done molt 
commonly to ſtopthemouth of ac accuſing confeience.” Remember weethere- 
fore,that the obediencewhichwe owe to God,or tomian for Godsfſake,reacheth 
it ſclfero the wholelife; and is not to be reſtrained to the laſtad; That know- 
ledge which wewillfearne, and that good which we will doe, letysapply ir now: 
Tt isa miſerable thing when men molt becatechizedin principles, and mult firft 
begintoexerciſe charity, when they aregoingtoappearebeforeGodto glue ac- 


41,9Satmn,25,Ll 


countoftheirlife. ©" | ; als 
J/esz,  Thirdly,thisdoth prefie a kinde of haſtning in theduties of godlineſſe with- 
out delaying or-puttingoff. For marke how the Spirit of God ſpeaketh. Hee 
faith,thacthelifeprefencis our only time of well domg': but how doth he define 

| Iife?rot by moneths or yeares, but by daies,which is alſo the vſuall manner of the 
*Gen47.9+ Scripture*, Thisſpeech argueththe ſhoreneſle of ourlife,becing nothing bur a 
Pſal.yo. 9.12. compoſition of a few-daies ; which how ſoone they may be ſwallowed vp,by chat 


longnightof death, we cannot tell. This ſhould make vs to make baſte with Da- - 


"Pfzl,119,60, Ud', and to worke while it i day*, Tt was thevery thing intended by Moſes in that 
"Ioh.9.4. ſuteofhis,7Teachvstonmmber our daics%, &cthatis,enablevs(O Lord)ſorto ſumme 
+ Plal. 99:12» ypthetime of ourlife;thatconlidering the ſhortnes of it,we may learne this wiſe- 
domero doethat firſt which molt concernes vs;ſo that if bythe ſudden comming 
of death, any thing for lacke of time be-left ynperformed, it may not be thar,the 
'  Nnotdoing whereot will be the yndoing of cur ſoules. Memorableis the ſpeech of 
*Gen,2742,3, Taak: Beholde I am now olde,and know not the day of my death,wherefarenow *,Gc.as if 
he hadſfaid; Thereisa thing to be done, which muſt be done before I die, and [ 
know;thatas the daies of my lifeare but few,fothe greateſt part of them are gone 
. andpaſlt, thereforethatwhich Tintended I will baftento doe it: ſo ſhould every 
Chrifttanreaſon with himſelfe; My time is ſhort,my life a ſpan,my daies not ma- 
ny, therefore Lord fratne my heart, that whileſt ic is called rs day I may turne to 
theeand ſeeke thy fayour, This careis a chiefedifference betwixt the godly and 
the wicked: For they argue cleanecontrary, Let vs eate and drinke,for to morrow we 
7I.22,1;, ſalldicy: Therein they imitate theirfather the Dioell ; for even of the ſame 
 *Reutzuz, humouris be: He hath\oreat wrath knowing that he hath bat a ſhort time 7, 
oh The fecond pointnow followeth, For ſo Z acharieteacheth vs, that as God is 
to beſerued in our life (which is the moregenerall point,)ſo it mult be all the dates 
of our life,” Here come to beogened two doctrines: 1. That religion is to be pra - 
Qiſed every day. 2, Thatitis to bepraQiiſed to the end of cur daies. Theformer 
of theſe requireth aſſiduity,and dailinefle ;Thelatter perpetuity ard laſtingneſle. 
2Pſal,145. 2, 1will bleſſe thee daily (faith Dauid) and pras/e thy name for exer *® ; Thatſpeech may 
beinſteadof acommentary to thisplace. Twill ſpeake of both ſeucrally. The 
former of the two doQrines is z That « Chriitian man is beund by the word of Godto 
a daily prafiſe of religion. Every day;and every aRion of the day muſt be awitnes 


of his care toapprooue himſelfe inall holy converſation yato God.Itwill _ @ 
—_ ' | | ard 
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hardto prevuethis bythe Scripture; namely, chata;godly Jifeis ro bebrought 
into every daies practiſe.#e muſt benceforth line ai much time us remaiues mihefieſs, . 
zot after the luſts of men Ar much time: (othatnotimeis exempredfromidivingat-: , p-. ak 
ter thewill of God. Let thy heart beinthefeare Ml the Lord continuath® :Thiercis vo: :<Prou.2 3.17, 
allowance for any intermiſſion of timeto be ſpentasit werealittie more vainely;;7 oo die. 
or carelefly then other. Pax! ſpeakes of being g1ivcnwnto encry pood wotkgicontinualiyzri7remel, 
or of attending thereupon daily 4, Euery prod works:thetew notoleratior) faraily.tin{:* So doth the 
Enery day:there is noexemption of time. / endeauoiar my ſelfe ro hane ginayjia clears po GE 
coſciences  Alway,or throughout chatis;at one timeaswel asatanothier,odetime of2c', 5. fc 
the day aswel as another, Thereare very few dutiesof religion, bat the Seriptire 'nzmwuric. 
ſpeakes of the dailines'of chem'eitherby precepror example: Foi daily praying, E 
beſides thecomanderient pray continually t,we haueDavieirexample threetimes,fiThelll 5.17. 
a day s;and Danids,of ſenentimes a dayb,For readingwehaverhecharge giucn 045 _ ons 
Toſua: Lt not thit books of the law depart fron thee i. For meditation,weltteareD aria ;, rn mg 2 
0h how T loc thy law) its my meditationconinuallys, Fortalkingot good things 1a1.ng.97: 
rongue ſhalltalke of thyrighteouſnes daily), Forwatchingoacrourownſelugsr Keeps 11 Pal 71.24- 
thy heart with all diligence;(aith Salonjon.Warch in allthings,(aith Pantt:Take feeds: ” Prou. 4.23e 
kſt at anytime there bt im any of you ati erill bearro, Fordepending'vpon:Geds pro: | oa , Jo 
nidence, we are taught?o acke daily bread? For preparanonfor therrollethere is: , "03G 
ſpeech of :aking it vp aaity 4, For ſeeking todogoodtoothers,thereis aprecept io: q ;ykeg :3. 
exhort one another daily*, Theſe placesand many like;thew that oneday as well as; r Heb. 3.33. 
another, is'to be conſecrated to God, and theduties of religion tendingto Gods 
glory,fhe edification'of6ur owne foules,and the good of others,areto be perfor- 
med euery day, Andifit werenot ſo; why ſhould God beſo carctullinthe Scrip-; 
rureto giue ſuch diceionsfor-euery ſpecialtythatcan beincidentroanyday; as, 
apparell,meate,calling;company,[pecth,folitarineſſe,recreation,health, ficknes, 
proſperity,crofles,friends,&c?whatſoever occalio mayatany timetakevpa man 
inany partof che day, the Scripture giveth a direction forit, becauſe a man is 
bound to make conſcience of the practiſe of religionin. every paitioular.:Now a 
double reafs there isfor this doctrine, Firſt, Gods compaſſions arerenued euery mor- 
xing ©, and he /adeth vs daily with benefits*,” Nowliththere is nolacking'of Gods © ram.23, 
kindnes,why ſhould there be any intermiſſion of our: duty ?Secondly,Satan goerb *Pfal.68.19, 
abort, (ceknig to denoureu;when a man: beginnethcobealirtle ſecure, and to glue u, pe, c 8, 
the rainesalitle to hisowne heart, towander after it owne waies, thentaketh'hee 
his adoantage zandtheſoulebeing by ſome intermiſlion of a godly carethus (as 
it were)let looſe, doth quicklyfall into his(nares, © 15319 
The firſt vſe of this doQtrine is; to remoouetwoopinions, which arecommon Vet, 

inthe world touchingreligion: The one is,thatic isan calle matter to bea Chri- 
Rian,athing of no great painesto bereligious; (ome generall deltres,ſome ſuper- 
ficiall good meanings, ſome formall ſhewes, ſome deuotion now and then by fits; 
ſome few ations of charity ; this isenovgh to ſaluation, Hernce-commeth our 
common ſecurity ; Moiling and droiling there is forthe world without meaſure: 
Toſowme carnall and carking humours, the day'iisnot long enough, theweeke is 
too ſhort,cuen ſome of Gods day mult be borrowed for earthly occalions.God- 
linefle is followed but atleifure mes :'heauen wee ſuppoſewill come of itfſelfe 
without ſeeking. How many daies paile ouer vs ina yeare,in which mattersof the 
ſoule arenot once thought vpon'! But how much arewee herein deceiued? Re- 
ligton is a taske for euery day : Hee that doth\not make conſcience euery day to 
looketo his Religion, to profitin his Religion, andtoſhew forth the fruitsof his 
Religion, that he may comfortably atnight ſay, heisſo much neererhisiournics 
endto heayen,then he was at his firſt ſecting ourt.inthe morning; thatmansRelÞ 
gion isnotas it ought: and heewhich thinketh to come to heauen.bythis idle wy 
and negligent curſe, ſhall bee called the leaſt in the kingdome of God*,"\ The e- «x Mat, 5.19, 
cond opinion is, tharif there bee — deuotion and care to ſexue God | 

4 on 
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on the Sabbath day, then vponother daies men may beeleft freeto themſclues, 
and may takea little more liberty to be ſecure.. If matters of godlinelie be ba- 
niſhed from their thoughts, and tongues,and liues, allthe whole weeke long, they 
thinkeittobenogreatoffence: This opinion is ouerthrowne by this place. VVe 
were redeemed toſerue God every day : T hough the Sabbath be to beimployed 
more eſpecially(God then vouchſafing more plentifullhelpes to godlinelle) yet 
all euillisto beeauoided cuery day, andall ſuch goodis tobe done, as in ourcal- 
_ lings andlives we ſhall beoccalioned: Endeauourwemultto walkein theſanai- 
_.* fication of our hearts, and innocency of life in other daies, as well as on the Sab- 
 -barth'day.” ON " wnc{1 Eads 
Thez,vſe, Secondly, this muſt be a motiue to ve euery day, even atour firſt awaking, to 
©: deuoteandconſecrate our (clues to the Lord, and to armeourſclues with aholy 
reſolutionto ſtriue againſt ſinne: This will bea matter of nolittle benefir:For by 
 Phil.z,r5, - this meancsGod will enable vs to be blameleſſe and pure, and withoutrebuke y, and 
z Pſal.19,13. We ſhall bekept from preſumptuons (anes*, T he want hereof draweth many of Gods 
childrenſometimesinto greatinconueniences, namely,when as,notconlidering 
the ſlippery path which they walke in here in the world, and beeing without feare 
_* of their ownefrailty,they doe not couenant with themſcluesto be very watchful, 
and to commit their way ynto the Lord,and to (tand vpon their guard againl(t e- 
. - very linne: Weehaucancxample of this in Peter: Doubtleſſehee had no (etled 
_ * * purpoſetodeny his Maſter: yet to whatacaſedid his owneraſhneſſe bring him, 
while he did notſeriouſly ca(t with himſelfe what danger mightariſc,by the place 
and perſons,neither yet waighed his owne weakneſle, how calily he mightbeſaa- 
red,hauing nowarranttobethere. This drawes many intoillcompany,to ſwea- 
ring,drinking;gaming,&c. I will not ſay, thattheſecuils in ſome doalwaics pro- 
| ceedefroma purpoſe ſo todoe; butrather from the want of a purpoſe to with- 
Rand themgand to giue vp themſclues vato God, Iwould this werewrittenin e- 
very ones heart, that euery day muſt be conſecrate to God, cueryday muſt be 
a holy day toa Chriſtian, though not according to our ſenſe inreſpeR of cella+ 
tion from labour,yet in reſpe&of watching and (trivingagainſt linne. 
Thez.Fſe; Thirdly,ifeuery day muſt begiuento God, what ſhall weeſay of thoſe which E 
 ſpendſowany wholedaiesinthe ſeruice of Sathan? wholedaies (I fay)ortheber- EE 
ter part of theday, in drinking & revelling,jn ſports, in pravking vpthemſelues, | 
in plotting todefraud,reuenge,& cat out others: How doe theſe conſecratetheir 7 
dajesto God 2 What religionor godlineſſeis in theſe faſhions? When men make 
euery day either for vaine pleaſure,or ſenſuality, or Epicuriſme,or worldly bene. 
fie, whatis becomeof Gods part? Thinkevponit.: Idoubt not, bue theſerious 
thinking vpon this, that God challengeth every day, willreforme many corrup. 
' tions, T hus much touching the dailinetle of feruing God, Now followeth the 
perpetuity. - 21 | | es 
The 3, do- ThedoArinethen is this; That a: we wwſt make conſcience of diligence in good du- 
ties for the preſent time,ſowe muſt haue & care of continuance and perſencrance alſo, Al 
the daies of onr life, ſaith Z acharie ztherefore the laſt day as well asthe firſt. The 
0 Scripture is full in this point. Chriſt expounds the ſcedewhich fell into good 
2:uk. $.15, ground,of thoſe which bring forth frait with patience =, Thatonely is good fruite 
which is accompanied with continuance. Oftentimes we ſhall finde the conditi- 
; -— "> th on of perſcgerance putin, Hethat endyreth tothe end,hee ſhall be ſaned Þ, In due 
a wang = o, Seaſouwe ſhall reape if we faint not ©, Be thou faithfullvmothe death,and 1 will gine thee 
« Mat.20,8, the crowneof lifes, Thelabourersin thevineyard, none of them had wages, vn- 
f Mat.11.28, lefſe hewrought vntill:heeven<. Wee mult not onely obey the call of Chriſt, 
$1oh.'5.4 Cometomef, butthe chargealſowhich he giueth, Abideinmes, If ye continue in 
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of ſacietie will quickly creep vpon vs, and thoſe good duties, which at the firſt 
leeme plcaling, will (without preaf care) beea wearineſſe1 vntro vs;: according 43 
we (cein many, - I haue knowneſome, to whome the preaching of theword was 
more welcomethennowitis; who were more careful[tovſe private meanes to 
profit by irthen now theyare; who had a little reſtrained. ſome corruptions, to 
which now they are carried with full ftreame, T hey Jooke backe vpon Sodom,and 
they could almoft becontent to be 17 Egypr agame.” Lovoketoit, thou'which arr 
guilty cothyſclfe of chine owne backſliding:rememberthou owelt vntsGod AV 


thy daies: Thetrees plantedin the Lords houſe bring forth fruit in their ages, and they 


which doe not ſo,/hall behewen downe and caſt into the fire"; Tt muſt norbeinreligi- 
on as in bankets, /» the beginning good wine.and then afier that which is wiſe © ; but ca- 
ther,like thoſe of Thyatira,our workes muſt be more at lait,then'at the firftp, : 

The fourth generall point in this pallage of (peech;is,what bethe-ſpeciall du- 
ties in which this our /ering of God (tands: [ holineſſeand righteouſneſſe: Thele 
two words anſwer to thetwo tables of themorall law, By belineſſe areviderlitood 
choſe duties which are owing immediately from vsvnto God; and arcſet downe 
in the foure firſt commaundements: namely ; abo/y repatdto thetruth and maic- 
ty of his Godhead, in the firſt commandement : ah#/ymannerot worſhipping 
him according to his will, in the ſecopd'z a holy vfageof hisname, inthe third : a 
holy keeping of his Sx6bath,in the fourth, By righteomſnerare meant thole duties 
which we owe toour neighbour: of allwhich the ſunimeis, to give to euery one 
his due : to wrong no manin hishonour, or in thatprecedence which God hath 
given him,in the fift precept: nor in his1!fe, inthe (ixt; ncrin hischaſtity, in the 
ſcauenth : nor in his goods,in the eight: nor in his good name,intheninth : nor 
coentertainea chought which may draw to any of theſe breaches,in the tenth: ſo 
that now our obedience and ſeruice of God ſtands not in following cur owne 
courſes, but in making conſcience toframe our felues to that which the Lord c56- 
mends vnto vs, to be performed either to himſelfe, orto others. Hereisa large 
field toenter into, but Iwill abridgethat plentifull matter which offerech it ſelfe 
vnto mezas much as Ican, Two ſpeciall points are heretaught vs, /* 

The firfl is ; That ere religion ſtands wot in a verball (profeſſion or informal ewes, 
bat in allion,and in the doing of that which God requires, Ttigplainehere:For here par- 
ticular duties are deligned, in the praQtiſe whereof'rrue religion and godlineile 
doth conſiſt, In the Scripture,@oing and practiſe are ſtillvrged. Hearken to the lawes 
which [teach you to do 4 : Heare the lawes,c+c, that ye my take heed roobſernethem ©, 
Te ſoall keepe all the commandements, &c, for to doethemi, If ye know theſe things, bleſ- 
ſed are ye if ye ave them*, Whoſoener heareth theſe my words,and doth them not ſpall be 
likened wnto a fooliſh man", Be ye deersof the word,andnot hearers onely*. Tf iewere 
not ſo,it were nothing tobe religious,it werenogreatthing to be godly: To pro- 
felle isnothing,to talke & ſpeake of religion,and to make a ſhew isa matter ſoone 
done,the verielt Atheiſt may go (o farre: doing is thetriall,the fruits of holineſe 
andrighteouſneſſe doe ſhew a man tobea'Chriſtian. ' * 

This maketh againſt thoſe,who haue onely tipped their tongues with religion, 
and haue taken vpon them a name,and put on avizard of godlinetle.” Like they 


bee to the fig-rree which our Sauiour curſed, abounding with leaves, but without * 


fruity : the Apoſtlethus deſcribeth them ; they hawe « ſdew of godlineſſe,but denie 
the power thereof , Such hearers had Ezekzel; they did come wnto bims, and (it before 
bim and beare his words; but they wouldnot doe them 3: and ſuch have we : rightlike 
him in theGoſpel: he cameto Chriſt with a queſtion, Good Maſter, what ought 1 
fo doe toinberit eternal life ? Theſame ſeemeth to beourdelirein comming tothe 
Congregation : well, when hee heard his taske ; be'was very beany, and went his 
way doing nothing : euen ſo, perſwade vs to any thing which is croſſing to our 
humours,and commeth athwart ourcourſes, we ſay ſtraight,7 hi i @ hard ſaying, 
who can beare #</Remember wethis then,that to beatrue Chriltian,isnotitular 
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and we have profefled thy name, O Lord: but ſecing they have beene wells with. 
out water, the blacke darkeneſſe ſhall betothens for ener ©. Theother docrinecolle- 
Red hence, isz That inthe prattiſc of religion, there mu5t be a toyning together of the(e 
two,holmeſſe and righteouſneſſe z our boly carriage towards God, and our vpright demea- 
our towards men.Itis not (aid here,bolineſſeor righteou/neſſe,as though cither might 
ſerue, but holineſſe andrighteouſneſſe, both together: God hath ioyned them, and 
man may not ſeuer them. To this agreeth thatof Paul; That we /ronld line ſober. 
ty,andrighteouſly,and godly *,exc. Theſe aretwo maine parts of the Image of God: 
Righteonſneſſe and true holineſſes ; neither can we allure our (clues that we are true- 
ly regenerate, vnleſlewe finde in our ſeiues a concurrence of both, Itis abſurd 
to bereſpetiue towards men, and to negleR that duty which we owe to.God: Ic 
ishypocriticalltco make ſhew of deuotionto God, and to haue no regard how we 


livein reſpeR of men: Bur, to be carefull in the knowledgeand ſeruice of God, 


and fruitfull in theduties of equity and cucnnellcamong(t men, thisis religion, 
this is the whole duty of man. | b 

T his doctrines very neceſſary, becauſe, therenting aſunder of theſe two, ho/i- 
neſſe andrighteouſneſſe, ix the common euill of thoſe which:make a profeſſion of 
religion. Somethere are, who inthe outward exerciſes of religion arevery dili- 
gene,in'repairing tothe congregation,in hearing,in communicating,inrefraining 
from open miſorders on the Sabbath day : but looke on them in thoſe things 
which concerne men,there you ſhall findethem exceeding faulty;proud,diſdain- 
full, malicious,reuengefull,cruell,oppreſling,all for theſclues, without teſpeR to 
others: Others there are which ſhew a kinde of ciuility in outward faſhion to the 
world;quietthey be and peaccable,obſeruing a kinde of truth and equity intheir 
dealings, and (ogaineanameandan opinionof honeſt men; yet haue noregard 
tothe exerciſes of piety, morethen for outward forme, deſpiſe knowledge,baſely 
elteeme the publike miniſtry,make no reckoningofthe Sabbath.Both theſe ſorts 
come ſhort,and continuingas they are can never be ſaued. Remember then, to 
ioyne both together,bolineſſe towards Godrighteonſueſſe towards men: Art thou 
alouerto heare, a man forwardinthe p_—_ exerciſes of religion? thou doeſt 
well: ſeethou make conſcienceallo of equity among(t men, els all thy deuotion 
is but hypocriſie. Artthoua man of ciuill faſhion,that pretendelt to giue cuery 
man his owne? ſeethou (caſon thy carriage to men, with knowledge and zealein 
the matters of God,els thy ciuility is but formality: and both che former with his 
vnrighteous holinefſe, and thou, with thinevnholy rigbreonſneſſe, ſhall becut off 
from having any inheritance inthe kingdome of Chrift,and of God. 

The fife and laſt point, according tothe order ficſt propounded, is the triall of 
the truth of all theſe dutics,in thoſe words, before him : whereby is meant ſuch ho+ 
lineſſe and ſuch righreowſneſſe, which isframed, not barely to content men, bur to 
pleafeGod: whereweare taught ;Thatif we wonld be religious indeede, we muſt not 
looke ſo much how to make a ſpvew, and to bee ſomething in appearance and opinion before 
wen, as how to approone our [clues by truth and ſincerity of heart unto God, Truth iris, 
that the opinion of men is not ſimply to benegleced: forit is the ruleof the A- 
poltle that we ſhould procure things honeFt inthe ſight of al men t::but yer the appro- 
bationof men muſt not be made the rule of godlineſle,butonly the willand Ma- 
ieſtyof God, Itwas the commendation of Exch and of Noah, that the times 
whereinthey liued being overrun with lewdnelle, yetthey walked with Godi, that 
is,they conlidered mere what God appointed,then what molt men praQiſed,and 
deſired more to approouethemſelucs by a holy carriage vpto him,then torunne 
tothelameexcelle with the multicude,though(perhaps) ſo to haue done, wighe 
have beene morefor their outward commodity. It was the chargegiuen by God 
to AbrabamWalke beforeme', that is, letit (till be thy care, that, ſeeing I am pre- 
{cnt every where,andprivy toall thy courſes,thou maielt walke as in wy light,anc 
ma 
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.*The Abriavement of the Goſpel. 


make thy waies acceptable before me. It was the beſt teſtimony which S2/o78 
ccuid giue of hisfather Dani, that he walked beforeGod in rrath,-in righteonſnes,&- 
i vprightnes of: hoavr t with him Le was Hezehiah his beſt com fort when he thought 
he ſhoulddie 3 © Lord 1 hate walked beforethee intruthm When [ob was cenlured 
for an by pocrite(accordingasit1s (ti[Iche manner of the world,coaccounteuery 
man who is more carefullinxeligionhenthem(ſclues;ro be buta ditſem bler,)well 
(tarch he) wy wirneſſe i 1 heautn; and my record is on high ; yougmeyour verdit of 
me as you pleaſe,bur Tawyknownevnto God: I haue walked with him, and ] do 


139 


l r.Kings 3,6 
nay ,8.3 


nTob 16.19 


reſt ſatisfied with his - + whichisthe thing thatrT have alwaiescared 


for. Pa» ſpeaking of the exechtion-ofhis miniltery, ſaith, that he did not bandle 

the word of God decentfully:as if hietiadfaid;Lcouldeabily haveraken anuthercourſe 
in preaching, by which to have pleaſed the multitude, and ro hauegotten my 
ſclte credic,but itwasnoteherhiogTlooked afrer: But what then?to appreoue my 
ſelteto euery mans conſcience the fight of God, Thiele (euerall examples concuy- 
ring with my text,/ doe ſhewthat weemutteare more to be religious, thento bee 
thoughtreligiousz andhatemorereſpettortieapprobationof. God, who /ceth 
in/ecrety,thentothe opinien'sf men;who'may be decetued with ſhewes. 

T his doQtine doth vtterly condemnerheart of ſeeming,which every one(al- 
moſt) hath learned in theſe times, The hypocrice, if hee haue Lord, Lord, in his 
mouth,and be bulle about the outward worke,knocking & kneeling,and framing 
his faceroa ſhew of devotion: he thinketh that hee is very religious, andcareth 
not though God (eeth him within,to have neither any ſound knowledge,nor any 
true lovetoreligion, The couetous worldling who rackesallthatcan begotten, 
ifhecanſet a colour tothe world, chat no body ſhall (ce his plots and cunning 
ſhifts,reſpeRech ro more; albeittne Lord knoweth how his heart is ſet vpon the 
world,and hath madegoidebi# hype 4,and will doe anything for gaine, hefeareth it 
not. T hevncharirable perſon, if he can vica few 1dle proteltations, that he bea- 
reth no il] will, &c, perſwadeth himſelfeit is enough ; notremembring that the 
Lord hehc)des his thoughts, and 1s privy to his gelires to worke miſchicke. The 
clule flanderer,if he can vnder hand raiſevpanillreport,thatthe party wronged 
way not know he did ir,is ſafe in i1is owne congeit; howbeit God knoweth that his 
gongue 15 like a ſharpe razor which cutteth deceutfully ©, T he euill diſpoſed, whoarcin 
houſes of guſorder when others are at Churchzit the doores be ſhut,and no noile 
be made, and officers know it nut, they doubt not but to auovid Gods beholding 
well enough. The whoriſh woman, it ſhe can hide her (inneinany fort, ſo that 
none can prooue it directly againli her, (tanderh vpon termes of honeſty, and is 
not afraid of Gods preſence,from whome nothing can be kept ſecrer: ſheewipeth 
her mouth (ſaith Salomon, ) and ſaith, 1 bane not committed intquityf. Thus the care 
of the moit 18 to keepe credit with men zif it be well with vs before men, wee care 
lictlehow the cafe (tandeth betwixt vs and the Lord. This will not ſeruetheturne 
when all chings come to receiue their due triall: then the vizardwill bee plucked 
off from euery hypocrite; then ſhall many a man be approoued,whoſe courfethe 
world now condemneth for folly; and many that nowcarry a faceand beare out 
matters with a ſhew, will be found diſſemblers, and thelot of hypocrites will bee 
their portion. Letthis perſwadevs to affe< lincerity and (inglenes of heart, and 
alwaiesto make it our care,more to regard the acceptance with God,then the ac- 
cognt and opinion of men, Itis a ſpeciall point of godlinefle, and tee hath well 
profited in religion, that hath well learned this leffoo, and this onething which I 
lnall name vnto you, is the belt triall of it ; when a man is theſamealoneandin 

. company ;that is,when as that ſinne, that euiJl courſewhich a man knoweth hee 
would not enter into, in the preſence,and light, and knowledge of men, the ſame 
he doth forbeare when heis by himſelfe, and hath many aduantages and oppor- 
funities ſafely and ſecretly to practiſe it. To forbeare to doe evill when men are 
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by to beholdeit,is nothing,thevecielt hypocrite and ceprobate inthe world way. 
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140 k The Abridgement of the Goſpel. 


© doeit : butcloſely and ſecretly to abſtaine, and when one hath many inticements 
toir,yet even for Godsſake,and for lothnelile eo diſpleaſe him,to forbeare,gthatis 
a thing which none but a good man indeede,achildeof God cancomevnto.To 
makeſhewes of holinelTe and deuotion in a Church, thereto looke ctuilly, and in 
praying tovle ligaesof great carneſtnelle and afteRion, is nogreat matter, it is 
not ofany valueto build ypon,foran hypocrite may come {ſo farre: But ina pri- 
t X1att,6.6, uate corner, in ones {hamber (as Chriſt ſaith*,) apart from the world,where no 
| man can heareor vnderſtand,or cake noticeof it; there tvpowre ont ones ſoule be- 
u 1.S47, i. fore the Lord®,tocalt downe himſelfe in humilicy,-andto make many lighes and 
I5. teares,tobe the meſſengers of the hearts delirevnto God ; this is an evidence 
of lincerity,this is done before God, and is without bypocrilie. So then,this is a 
| ſurecule to trie our (ſelves by,if that which wee would be thought eo be before 
men,wetrauell with our hearts,and [triue ro be indeede,whennone cantake 
notice of our courſes, in regard of the ſecrecieof them, but the Lord, 
* Hethatmaketh conſcienceof it,to beas honeſt and asvprightly be- 
haued in the greateſt privacic and (elicarinefſe,as hewould be if 
all theworld beheld him, arid-could, ſee into hisyvery 
_ thoughts, that man may beeſaid indeede | 
to bee religious, - wy 
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EVLL, AND MVCH ESTEEMED FRIEND, 
AmBrose: Rovs of Halton, Elquire, 
Ea CRP Br2 Hope (Sir) it ballnot diſpleaſeyon, that as I bane preſumed 
Y DE . 
A K-22) '9 mm[cribe the former part of theſe Sermons vpon the Hynme of 
WY 7 Zacharie ts our father,(o I doe now alſo dirett thelaiter unto 
I, LV, 4, s W; 
DV, | you, The matter I am ſure ts not unworthy of yo : As for the 
F/T "2 forme,gou ſpall find zr to (ort with my cuſtomary courſe of prea- 
YE A Al i S ching which what it hath bene,your ſelfe doth know as well as a+ 
AR my En n. Ibanenencr affetted any other elequence , thenthat of the 


;, 


VIE DIVND WI, Scripture, ſo much magnified by $, Augultine®, Sory ſhould *De dot, 
1be,ihat any man (hould [ay of my Sermons, as one Melanthius fake ef Diogenes bus Tonk | 4.C.6.7 
Traved 7, that a mancould not ſee ut for the words. That which ts plainely and gently de- durin co wiy 
rined out of the Lor ds feantame (as Cyprian calleth the Scriptare) bath moſt power 0- nuts ———_ 
wer the con{cience of the hearer, and u beſt like, ts gine vaderflandingÞ and ſyarpeneſſe Cypri. ad 
of wit unto the ſimple © , Now for my purpoſe #mpre(enting you with theſe notes, 1 rruſt of Pomp 


your {clfe you will conceiue it to be no other but this, that they may remaine with you as 4 Þ Pſal 118, 
' l | © 330, 
teftimony of my [ctled purpoſe neuer to ferget your great lone, begun at my very firſt arri- < Pro 1.8; 


nallintheſe parts ; and ſince that tinse both continued, and declared many wayes. Thold 
st neceſſary that Pſhould ſome way teſtifie my thankefulneſſe ; for , hee that hath friends 
enght ro ſhew bimſelfefriendly ſath the Scripture : and which way ſhould I, rather then *Prog18,244 
thus ? Greater gifis you neede not,and better then ſuch as theſe, it is paſt my power to be- 
flow, Accept therefore I pray you thus little , and vouchſafe it a room: of lodging with 
yorr other bookrs,aud whenſoencr you ſhall chance to ſee it letit pleaſe youto veſpelt ut, as 
from him, who will alwayes pray that after you hare (erned your time © bere, you may be « ag, r 3:36» 
ener withthe Lordf , Modbury, f Theh 4917» 


Your Worſhipsinthe Lord to be 
commanded, 
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T he firſt Sermon. | 


+ Verſe 36, Andtheu babe ſpall be called the Prophet of the moft High:for thou 
ſhalt goe before the face of the Lord toprepare his waies, | 
Veil. 77. And,to gine knowledge of [aluation vnts the people, 5c, 


e232 His is the beginning of the ſecond part of this Hymne. 
— \B Theſumme & itisa deſcription of the office of [ob» Bap- —_— me 
=> \\, filt,wbich yeris ſocarried,asthatin this part alfb,the wy- 7, 
IL ſteric of Chriſt, and of ſaluation wrouglit by him,is laid _ 
open very exaQtly. 
3 My Mcthodeſhall bethis; to let you ſee, howeach The order of 
> branch of theſe verſes dependethvpan other, asit were the whole 
2 ES» lo many linkes enchained cither to other, Firſt of all Z a- placeto the 
charze direReth his ſpeach to the Infant (preſent,in my opinion) and pronoun- 2d, 
ceth of him, that he /5albe called the Prophet of the moſt High:If it be asked why hee 
ſhall bee ſo fliled?it is anſwered, Becauſe he ſpall gor before the face of the Lord topye- 
are bis waies.[f we would know whatit ts,to prepare the Lords waies, hefaith itis, 
to give knowledge of {aluationto the people, It weedemaund wherein this ſalvation 
ſtands,headdeth,that it ſtands in the rem! ſſion of ſinmes, If we enquire further, out 
of what fountainethis /alnation,[tanding in the remſſtan of ſiunes,hath flowed ; he 
telleth vs,that is come from ebe tender mercy of our God, If wewould be informed 
what is the eſpeciall fruit of this 3Lercy ef our God, he ſetteth it downethus, that 
by itis cometo palle, that :heday-fring from an high hath viſnted vs, If laſtly the 
queſtion be,to what ſpeciall end this Day-fring hathappeared, hee ſhutreth vp 
all with this ſweet and gracious concluſion ; thatthe endis, 7s gine /ight rothens 
that (tin darkneſſe,and inthe ſhadow of death,and to gnide our feete intothe way of peace, 
This is the order of this whole place. Iwill proſecute cuery branch in theſame 
order and manner in which it lieth, < 
Andfirſt of thetitle,to begiuen to oh» Baptiſt, Thox Babe ſhalt be called the Pro- 
phet of the mo#t high,The meaning of which ſpeech is, thatall men ſhouldrakeno- 
ticeof /obn,and acknowledge him to be a Prophet of God,called from aboue, and 
appointed by ſpeciall deÞutation for the ſeruice of che Church, The verificati- . 
on of which foretelling we reade inthe ſtorie: The mulritude connted lohn as a Pro- 
phet*, All hold lohn as a Prophet y, But here may ariſea doubt: 7oþ» himſclfe be- 
ing demanded whether he were the Prophet, anſwered, no=, The anſwer is cafie, * Math-I4. 5, 
thus. It was the errour of the ewes, that before the Meſlias there ſhould come a ? pes _ 
ſpeciall Propher,beſides him thatwasſpoken of, by thename of Eli, Soitap. 
peareth by thatthe multitude faid on atime touching Chriſt: 7hz © of atrath the 
Prophet that ſhould come intothe world, and inanother place: Of 4 1ruts this is the \. _ 
Prophet Þ, This error of theirs aroſe out of the words of Moſes: The Lord thy God CO ; 
willrai(e up untothee a Prophet like unto mee from among you©, lohntherefore denicth < meroge-pal 
himelfe tobea Prophetin that ſenſe ; hee was no ſuch Prophet as they looked for, : 
Thisis theſenſe. | | 
Now the doAtrineisthis;7hat it is an eſtate of preferment and credit for a manto be The 1, ded, 
deputedtothe calling andoffice of a Prophet and Miniſter in the Churchof God. Marke 
how thisariſeth out of this place. Z acharie —_— his ſpeech to /ohn: He was 
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nowatthe timeofcheſpeakingoftheſe words an Infant , chere was not then any 

oreat matter of outward circumltancein him ro betaken notice of : yet notwith. 
{tanding(quoth Zachbarze )euen thou O babe,liccle though thou now be, wray. 
ling in thy ctadlc.and wrapt vp inclouts,ſhalt in time obtajioe this henour; tobe 
reputed and called a Prophet of the mos? High, a Preacher appointed by. bi m-to 
publiſhthe do&rine of /alnation to the world, Thus the manner of ſpeaking, 
Now thou art but a ſillie babe, yet ſhalt thou line to beare the title of one of Gods Prophers, 

ſerueth to iuſlifie this Cofrine. Thereis nothing more effeRuall co thecleering 

of this poit, then ro conlider the matter and bulinetſe about which every true 

Minilter of God is emploied ; which is not baſe or vulgar, bur of asgreat weight 

*Iſa,52.7 andworthas may be:Itisto grue krowleadge of [aluation,to publif prace4,-to declare 
: = _o , | Foaman hisrighteouſneſſe ©,to [ane them that beleene * , topray menin Chriſt ſtead to 
. = _R Fa bereconciledto Gods, to gather together the Saints Þ, to be Gods tnouth to the pco- 
> Eph 4.12, plein preachingtothem from God,and tobe the peoples mouth againein pray. 
iDeutgzz.10 ing for them to Godi, Theſe are no baſe things,no vile ſeruices, no meane em- 
ploimends,to treate betwixt the Lord and his Church of no worſe matter then 

theglorie of the one andthe faluation of the other. Many things might ealily be 

heaped vp to this purpoſe,but T will ſatishe my (elfewith chis,and proceed to the 

vics of this point, which arethree, nr SN 

Zher,Fſe, Thefirltisanadmonition tothoſe who have by their place to doe in theele. 
Qing and ordaining of inter for leuerall congregations; They muſt remem:- 

Er.Tiw,s.22 berthecharge, Lay hands ſnadenly on no man, The calling is honourable, and 
therefore not for euery one hand ouer head tobe admitted 1tato. Itis not meete 
that the pallage into the Miniſtry ſhould lie open for whomſoeuer : Who world 
might conſecrate him{elfe" it was one of the evils of /eroboams time: It will lay the 
beautic ofthecalling in the duſt, and make the world full of ſuch wandring Le- 
uites,asthe young manof Bethlehem ladah,uhor Micah hired for ten ſbekels of ſiluer 
w Tud.17. 7410 by the yeare,and a [ute of apparell, and meate and drinke which will be ready to ferue 
theturneof every Church-ſpeiling patron,and to be at hisdeuotion , for « piece 

* 1.Sam.2. 36 of ſiluer anda morſelt of bread ", | OS 
The 2.vſe. Theſecondvſe,isan advertiſement to all thatare entred into that funQion,to 
takediligertheed, that they doe nothing which may diſgrace ſo honourablea 
calling. A Minilter is tyed to watchfulnetfle by a double bond z- Firlt, as hee is 4 

| Chriftian,then as heis a Minifter:whoſocuer of Aarons ſeed had any blemiſh in 
him ſhouldnet preile to offer beforeGod ©. Many things may be pardonedto 
others,which in vs will ſceme intolerable. /fthe [alt hae leſt his ſanonr, it is thence- 
forth good for nothing y, Godgrant that theeminency and dignitieof our calling 
may beget invsa lteady care todocnothing which may bring itinto diſgrace. 
T hirdly(fora third vſe),this maketh againſt the contempt, which is general- 

ly calt vpon the miniſtry. Many ſcorneitin themſelues, accounting it a bale 
thing for them or their children to conſecrate their life ro the miniſtry of the 
Goſpel. A cluſter of the ciuill or common law, is betrer (in theirſceming)thena 
whole vintage of Divinity, Ir is Pals rule, that we ſhould be had is fingnlar lone for 
41,Theſ.5.13 our workes ſake 4, Tn the world it is otherwiſe, hated we be for our workes ſake, and 
© Ceſpiſedforour profellionsſake;Trt is the common Themeof many being in their 
cups, or otherwiſe in want of matter todiſcourle of, to open their rnouthesa- 

gatnſt the miniſtry, . Be irſo that ſome deſerve ill enough : yet when men takea 

pleaſure in theſe kinds of inyeying,and ſeeke out of the misbehauiour of ſometo 

colle& concluſions againſt all,ir argueth that they ſpeake not out of the hatred 

of cuill, but out of enmity to theecalling,thinking that they haue quit themſclues 

well,ifthey can bringthatinto diſgrace, Well,touchipg thoſe which are faithfoll 

*Icr-3.95 , and makecon(ciencetofeed the people with knowledge aud underſtanding * this 

ſay,and yetnot I butthe Lord, Let a man/o thinke of them as of the Miniſters of les 


f1,Cor,g.,r [#5 Chri(,and diſpoſers of the (ſecrets of God!, The contempt reacheth high : © 
: | tha 


! 1,King.13 33 
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that deiÞiſeth you deſpiſetirme* , 1t was Tobus honour ,tobe called 4 Prophet of the * Luke 1, 17 
moſt high,why ſhould it beany mane debaſementta ſerue the ſame matter,in.the | 
fame bulinetſe? Thus farretouching the firſt branch... 1-7. 
T he ſecond branchais the reaſon why. /obn ſhould be filed A Propher, &c- 
Thou ſhalt goe before the face of the Lord toprepare hes wajes, T hisisatruedeſcripti- 
on of a Prophet or miniſter ; although init ſomething there was peculiar to /obr; 
notwithſtanding true it is of all Prophersand miniſters,that they gge before Chriſt, 
The Prophet: of olde went before Chriit to bee borne, and they.all bore wit- 
nelſe of him , that throuzh his name allthat beleene tn him, ſnallreceigeremuſſion of 
{zames ® . The miniſters (ince Chrilt borne, goebeforein reſpeRof bis ſecond * ARtes10.43 
comming to iudgement, togiue warning of it, and to make men ready forir. 
Tohn went moreimmediatly before Chrifts face, becauſe hewas the vety next 
Prophet before him,and iived toſee him in his body, and with his fingerto peint | 
tohim, Beboldthe Lambe of God which taketh away the ſires of the war{d* ,” Now *Iohn1.29 
alchoughit was peculiar to /0þn, thus1mmediately to goe before Chriſt, yet this 
is common to other miniſters with him,to be metſepgers of Chrilt,and to make 
the people ready to receive him, Hence ariſeth this doQtrine ; Thats is the.ofice The 2, Do« 
and duty of the true Prophets and miniſters of Goa, to draw diſciples vnto-Chriſt , andto Grine, 
prepare the people toreceiue him, No. man ſhall deſerue thenameof'a Prophet vn- 
felſche(o doe; He mult profetle himſelfe to be Chrilts ſeruane, and muſt aime 
at theaduancementand ſetting ypof his kingdome, The acknowledgment of 
this truth may beſecneinallthe Prophets iointly : They all gaue witnes to Chriſt? ; 1 Ates wo 43 
they all direRed their courſe tothis onething,. to begetin the peoples hearts an 
abſolute dependance vpon only Chriſt; T heſame did the Apoltics,both while 
Chriſt yet lived (for that was their errand when they were firſt ſent out, Theking- | 
dome of heauenis at ban4* ) and afterwards allo , as, may beeohſerued out of : yr.yo.7 
theirgenerall courſez , Thence came the profeſſion.cf Paul; We preach net our *AdQes 3.12 
(elues,bat Chriſt eſis the LordÞ , For this cauſe alſo itit ſet downe as the watke Sc. 
of deceſuers to eraw tothemſclves,to draw diſcipl:s afier them< , Excellent is the - AG 
fimilitude of che Apoſtle, croſhew both his owne care and euery miniſters dutie : ons 
 Thane((aith he)prepared youfor one hasband topreſent you as apure virginumo(hrifis, d, Cor.z.s 
Oftenin Scripture is Chrilt compared to an husband,. and the Church. toa © ARcs 20.30 
ſpouſe: Thislifeis the time of wooing , thelalt iudgementis the mariage day © : * 2-Cor.11.2 
Miniſters are as ſeruants, or asthe bridegroomes friends? , toattend vpon the £75? E 
Church,and to treat ofthis ſpirituall mariage,and to ſecke to aray andarttirethe IP 
people of God withthe garments of /aluations, againlt that ſolemne day,in which 8 1fay 61:,10 
they muſt beeternally vnited vnto Chriſt, Thus thisis the duty of all miniſters, 
not to ſeeke to ſet vp themſeiues,or to call the people tothem,butto dire vnto 
Chrcilt,Gaying, Heare you him,and your ſoule pallline, If any man (in,be the Aduo- k Tfay 553 
catei We ſeethe truthof this doArine:nowletvs enquire of what vſe itmay be. viohn 3.t 
| Firi,asit admoniſheth all miniſters to ſer themſelues to the aduancement of The 1.7/e. 
Chrilts kingdome,ſo doth it plaioly proue the neceſſary vic of the publike Mi- 
niftery. The Scripture maketh no mention of any other outward ordinary 
meanes to prepare vsvnto Chriſt. We cannot prepare our (elues (for onr hearts 
arewicked aboue allthings< )'& vnletTe we be prepared, Chriſt cannot be entertai- 
ned:Wherefore looke of what necelity the preſence of Chriſt is vato (alvation, 
oftheſame (when we ſpeake of an ordinary covurſe)is the Miniſtery ofthe word: 
Thereis no ſaluatio but by Chriſt,there is no way for Chriſt to eacerin,vatilthe 
word haue made vs ready to receive him: TorefuſeChriſt,is toreieR grace zto 
c6temn the word preached,is to keep out Chriſt, Fetchwea limilitude fro Phy- 
ſick: The learned Phylician,intending a holſome potion to his patient, ficlt gi- 
 veth him a preparative eo fit hisbody ro receiueit:If thepreparatiuve work not, he 
hath ſmall hope todo good with that which was to follow:So in this;Chriſt pur- 
poling ſaluation vnto vs, ſendeth his Prone before to make way for grace, 
4 an 
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' and to begetin vsadelireandexpeRation'of mercy : If the Harbingersbere. 
" tected, itwee yeelde nottothe courſetaken to preparevs, thereis no hope of 


Chriſt, there 1s nolikelihood of ſaluation; *T hisis the cauſe why the Miniſtrie 
of the Word is compared toan 4xe! , becauſe asno beame is put intothe buil. 
ding,vntillthe worke-mans axe hath wadcitreavie forthe place where it muſt 
be; ſo nomanis coupled intothar ſpirituall frame (the body of Chriſt) tobe. 
comethe habitation of God by thefpiru® , vntill theaxe cfthe Word bane pared 
off his correption,and by hewing him againe and againe, have made him fic for 
ſuch a heauenlyſeruice. Take you heed therefore, all you deſpiſers of Gods or- 
dinance: the Preaching of the Word tsa burthen vato you,& even a baſe thing 
in your ſeeming: you ſay of a Preacher, as the Athenians did of Paxl, har will 
thi babler (ay” ? Othat God might vouichſafeto open your eyes, to ſee the di- 
uels policie herein | Hewill yeeld to you; that, profetTedly to reic Chriſt were 
dangerous:buttoſcoffeand repineand murmureat the Word which you heate, 
he makerh you beleeue,thatisnothing. Why will youſuffer your (elues to be be- 
guiled?Cah you receive Chriſt before you be prepared? If you know your owne 
corruption,you will neuer thipkeit :or can you (ordinarily) be prepared but by 
the publike Miniſtry 2If you knowand belecue the Scripture, you willnever i- 
magineit, When Chrilt commethb,lis Word goeth betore ; let his Word bere- 
ieted,and he willnotbe entertained. Behold 1ftand at ihe doerc and kyecke 0: what 
meaneth he by this,but his Word?& therfore it cherefolloweth: If any man beare 
my voice, If this knocking be not regarded, he himfel fe doth never enter, Te 
is vaineto ſay, TloveChriſt, bur him which preacheth Chriſt I doe not love: 
Either ſuch an one mult preparevs,or Chrill Ieſus will not dwell with vs. 
Secondly, by thiswe may know , whether wee haue truely profited by the 
Word which we haue often heard. Are our hearts mageready to receive Chriſt, 
are we preparcd toentertaine him? Weareprofirable (chollers. Is thereno fit- 
neſſein ys for this honovrableguelt ?2we bavelolt our time,and our hearing hi- 


 thetto hath binin vaine. But what is thisto be prepared for Chrilt? for thismay 


ſcemetobeſpokenſomerhingtoogenerally, The Prophet //aia4 will tell vs; 
namely,that we are prepared for Chrift,v hen we are Pocre and of a contrite ſpirit, 
and tremble attheWorde , A manis then ready for Chriſt, when his/exle thirfteth 


4Plal.63.1 for him,and hz fleſs longeth greatly after bim4 ; when like the woman of Canaan,he 


* Mat.15,27. 


C Phil 3,8 


*Pſal.3$.3+ 


would be glad of a few crummes* of mercy;when with Panlhe connteth all things 
to be loſſe and dung that he may winne (brit! ;when he hath ro minde of any thing 
ſo much as how he may finde fauour with God ; when his owne linnes are even 
a burden anda deteltation vnto him, he even quaketh in his owne conceit, to 
chinke how he ſhould do,if God ſhouldcall him toa trait account, and proceed 
againſt him in extremitie. Let vs proceede then : I demaund of thee, which 
haſt now ſo long beenea hearer cf the Word preached : Is it chus with thee? 
Hath thy heart bene plowed vp, and rent in {under by the power of the Word, 
ſo that now thetidings of the Goſpell are mulicke to thine eares, and thy ſpirit 
within thee crieth out continually, O /ay une my ſoule, [ amthy ſaluation® ?O 
my Sauiour , t#rne thy face mntomee and have mercy vpon me, for | amaeſolate and 


uPſal25,16 poores 7 Ttisanargument, thatthou haſt heard with profit, and mayeſtgiuea 


x Pſal.53.4 


comfortableaccountofthy hearing. Act thou of a dull and dead heare, not 
knowing out of thine owne private tceling what it is tolong for Chriſt, andto 
thirſt afcer bis righteouſnes ? Surely thy hearing hitherto hath bin fruitleſle,and 
thou art yetin thy lins. And rruely ſuch are the moſt:Letthe myſtery of Chriſt, 
and of grace in and by him belaic open vnto vs, neuer ſo cxaftly or comforta- 
bly, it doeth no moreaffet them, then any of the molt idle tales that can bei- 
magined, Itis impoflible,that men prepared for Chriſt, ſhould, when Chriſt is 
preached,ſtop their eares/{ike the deafe Adder * , & voluntarily break them(clues 


to a kinde of ſetled drowlinefle, Thus much of the reaſon , why 7obn was » 
c 
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becalled a Prophet,where we haue (eene what is the vſcand necellitieof the pub 
like Miniftrie, | | 
The third branch followeth:whereinis taught, whatitis, topreparethe way of 
the Lora namely, to giue 4uowleage of [aluation toGodspeople, Nowto gine knows 
l:dge,1nthis place, is not, to infuſe knowledge : (for no mortall mancan doe that) 
butirlignificth togrnenotice, and topublith in thatmanner, as thar all may'per- © © 
celue what is meaat,and that,if they remaine ignorant, the fault may appearero © 
betheirowne, This was theoffice of /-bn, and this hee did,as appearethin the 
holy Storie7,and for that cauſe he was called a Cryer*, The words thus expoun- 7 Marth.z.r 1; 
ded docatford vs three doftrines. | | &c, 
T he fir{l is;7hat he who deſires to make way for ( hriſt, and to draw diſciples unto * Matth. 3-3 
him,muſt (tudie to be able toopents the people the hid treaſure of the Scripture, Welec The 3, deft, 
here,that it1s the Miniſters dutie to prepare the way for Chri#, now to prepare a 
way for Chrilt,is to give knowleage of ſalnation: And whatis that, but (asthe Apo- 
file ſpeaketh)to panirſe the [ecret of the Goſpell®, and tolay forth themyſterie of *Eph.6, 15: 
Chcilt io that manner,that cuen the /-ple may attaine /2arpneſſe of wit, and chil- 
dren knowledge and diſcretionb thereby? A miniſter is calledan Embaſſadoxr<: and * Prou.1.4, 
muchis required to the diſcharge of an Emballage. He that ſhall bethereinem- < **<96+5-2% 
ploied,mult be a man of vnderltanding, ableto treat toand fro of theaffairesof 
his Soueraigne as occalion ſhall be offred. The ſame is truein his ſpirituall meſ- 
ſage:He thatcarrieth it had need to hauethe rongue of the Learned, andit were 474 0.4: 
g00d,that bs lips did preſerne knowledge ©, that hee may bee able to ſatisfie the © Math.2.7; 
doubts of thoſe which delice certaintie of information in Gods truth, This | 
made Elihu call him one of athouſand* , and Paxito lay , Who is ſufficient for theſe * Tob 33. 23: 
thinos s ? $ 2.Cor,2.16, 
This may bea good admonition to thoſe whichaffe& thiscalling : that they The V(e. 
preſſenot rawly intoit; Lookevnto it; that thou have eate rherolle b, thatthy hezez.r. 
mth be touched', and thy heart filled with cherighe vnderſtanding of the my- *ler.1.9» ;; 
{terie of Ciirilt; otherwiſe thou canſt have no hope to prepare the way for 
Chriſt,or to winve ſoulesvnto God, | h 
Theſecond doQtrine from henceis z That the Miniſter deſiring to prepare ſoules The 4, do: 
for Chriſt, muSt ſopreach in that plaine and familiar ſort , as that (+f it be poſſible) the tirine, © 
knowledge of ſaluation may from him be derined unto all that beare him, This 1s iultifi- | 
able by this place:For how ſhall a Minifter be truly (aid to giue knowledge of ſalua- 
- tioz,if he lap vp his ſpeech in ſuch a miſt of words, thatthe meaneſt rand ſhallow. 
eſt among the hearers cannot ynderſtand it?Such a kind of preaching is rightly 
compared to 2 Trumpet gining an vncertaine ſoundat the hearing whereof no wan 
cantell how or when toprepare himſelfeto the battell* : fo if he which ſpeakes in »1;Cor,tg. $; 
publike,doe ſpeake in ſuch high termes and obſcure phraſes,that ordinarie men 
cannotconceiue what heintends, howſhallthey by his preaching be ſtirred vp 
toany good ſeruice, how ſhall they prepare themwſelues to fight againlt-Satan ? 
Hence was that worthy reſolution of Panls; Thadrather in the Church: to ſpeaks 
frnewords, ec, that I might al(o initrutt others, thenten thouſand words ina ſtrange 
tonguel:Ta whichplace by a ſirange towgue,may notbnly bevnderſiood; the ſpea- 
king of Letinez or French, or thelike amongſt Engliſhmen, but the ſpeaking of 
the mother tongue in ſuch a ſtrange faſhion, that it may ſcemeall oneto the hea- 
zers,asif one ſpakein the molt vynknowne language. The want ofthis painted 
eloquence brought Pals preaching into diſgrace among the learnedGrecians, 
whence camethat phraſe,7he fooli/oncſſe of preaching yet Paul ftillwetifon with- =;,Cor 1.25; 
out excellencie of words,or the entiſing ſpeech of mans wiſedome, andaffeRed only the — © 
Plaine enidence of the ſpirit ":ſo that this was no ſmall comfort vnto him, that hee =,Cor.z, 14; 
had preached the Golpell after that familiar manner,that he might truly ſay , /f | 
%%r Gofpell be hid it is hid vntothemthat are loſt >. It isa fit compariſon, in which a © 4,Cor. 4. 3; 
Preacher islikened to aNurſep, Nurſes doe halfe chew the mcate to thelittle ? x\Theſa7, 
Ones, 


? 7,Cor.14, 19: 
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_ The, Abridgement of the*Go!pell. 


ones; Arid doe babblewith chem intheir owne flammering and vnperfit lan: 
guage:{o muſt a Preacher proportion his doatrine to his hearers capacity,and fig 
his tongue totheir concetuingz otherwiſe he ſhall neue gwerhe knowledge of [at. 
wation,but (hali rather make it more obſcure. | 


The 1.J/e, | This firſt belongeth as a reproote to ſome, who (like the old Pharifies ) loning 
7 Toh.12. 43, thepraiſe of men morethenthe praiſe of God 9, ſoareſo higb,in ſuch vocouth words, 


* 1,Cor,417, and in fuch an affected kind of cloquence, thatthey become as Barbarrans = vn. 
to their hearers:Iewerealone it chey preached to them in Latinorin Frewcb. Lee 
all ſuch remember chac their ofticeis,to bring the peopleto the knon ledge of [al- 
#ation, Now the plainerthe Preacher is the fooner ſhall the people be broughe 

«+  torheknowledgedf ſalnation by his meanes, ma 

The 2.7, Secondly, this diſcoucreth the cmiſcanceit of many hearers ; who, if a Prea- 
cher haue gallant wordes, and delightfull phraſes, and interiace his ſermon 
with other toongy, [traightway admire him, as extraordinarily learned and pro- 
found. But I aske of thee, what kyow/cdge of [alnation haſt thou gor by ſuch a ſer« 
mon ? how is thy vncerſtanding holpet in the myttery of Chriſt? Thouwiltſay 
(perhaps) that he wastoo deepe for thee. What good then ſhall be doe tothy 
ſoule, if, by hearing hiw, thou art broughtno neerer tothe knowledge of God 
than thou walt before? If thou wouldelt heare for thy profit, pray to God to 
ſead theeſuch an one, which may {peakero thy cooſcience, which may ſeaſon 

"2.Tim.4.3, thy heart with ſoundnelle of knowledge, andnottickle thy chin? cares fwith 
«|. ;. plealingneſſcof words. | | WY" 

The 5.Do- Thethird docrinefrom henceis ;'7hat thoſe which are ignoraxt inthetrue way 

Grin,” and meanes of (aluation, are not yet prepared for Chriſt , nor fu toentertaine him, The 

Eng io reaſon hereof is manifelt by the rext: /ohz muſt prepare a way for Chriſt ; thatis, 
he'mult make men ready ro receive Chriſt ; How ſhall he doe that? By labous 
ringto bring them to the knowledge of ſaluation : Therefore tney which are ot 
yet.co}pe (o farre, astoknow whatis abſolutely necellarietofaluation, arenot 
come the fhclt [teppe towards Chrilt, It is truely ſaid:by the Apoltle. chat rhey 

tEph.8.44. wholecopitations are darkoned,be ſtrangers fromthe bife of God® . Heatre what Chrilt 

4.» faith gThisss bife enerlaſting ; to know God to be the onely very God, and whom he hath 

* Tohi1743. . ſent Teſas Chrift® , Knoweit thounot Chriſt,whac heis;what he hath done, how. 

' that whjch he hath done,may beauaileablero thy ſoule? Thou artnot yet in the. 

way of life eternall. This Pa»/ begged of God for his hearers,That they mizht be 

fulfilled with knowledge of Gods will in all wiſedome and ſpirtuall vnderſtanding * , that 

xCol.1.9, they might be able to comprehend, what z the breadihavdlevgth and acpth;and height, 
Y Eph 3.8.19, .and to know the loue of Chriſt, y &c. rene 3 SOA, 1 $0? | 


The Vſe. This ſerueth to ſhew the incuitable danger of the.common ignorance ofthe 


multitude. T hey beleeuethat they ſhallbe ſaued; :and:yer haveno skill in the 
doarineof ſaluation;they hope v pon Chrift,and yer vnderltand notthe myſte- 
rie of Chriſt : Nay (which is wort ofall) when the knowledge of /aluarzents offered 
tothem, they doe with both hands pur ie fromthe, and doeadviſedly ſecketo 


cheriſh and. maintainethemſclues in their wilfull blindnetſe; We .are not aſha- 


med to ſay,#hatneedeth this knowledge, To what end is ſo much teaching ? Thou art 
Jaboured with from Sabbatb to Sabbath, that thy heart may be {eaſoned with 
the knowledge of [alnation,and that thou: maiftbe prepared for Chrilt ;1t thoure- 
ie this kjndnetle, ſurely when thou commelt coChrilt ;  toſceke faucur from 
lim,ghewall ay to thee: Phat haft thou to doe wth me2acpartfrom me, I know thee 
Mar.723.. -#2* :thouhalt an ignorantheart, a heart hating knowirage 2, Icannot brooke 


The 
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T he ſecond Sermon. 


— ——B) the remiſſion of their fnnes : FELL 38: 7 
Verſ. 78. Throughthe tender mercy of our God whereby the day-ſpring from an 
high bath viſited v8: TFT | 


Touching the general] nature of rexwiſ/ion of ſames; itis an ation of God,wher- 
by for the merit of Chriſt he accounts linne as no linne, or,as if it had never bin 
committed, Hereupon it is, that when there is in Scripture ſpeech made of for- 
gineneſſe of ſimes, ſuch manners of ſpeaking are vſed, which doe iwply an veter a- 
boliſhment.7hou haſt caFt all nsy ſinnes behinde thy backe Þ, 1haue put away thy tranſ- »14, 28.5% 

greſſioae like a clond,and thy {innes as a mift <, I will forginethetr imqui'ir, and remember ©l1a.44.22s 
= ther ſmnesnomored, Jnthoſe dazes, the iniquitie of lſracl hall be (ought for, and there *ler.31.34« 
= FPalbenme®, He will (ubane our iniquities, and caſt all our ſinnes ms the þ' ttomof the ©lex 50.29. 
= /caf, Chriſt calleth ir a forgining our debr:$,alluding to the manner of Creditors, * #1c+7-19+ 
who then forgive debts, when they account that which is debt , as no debt, and * ——_— 
croflethe booke, Now the foundation of this rewz:/[ton is,the merit of Chriſt. /n 
him we hane redemptionthrough his blood that is,the forgineneſſe of (imesÞ, The blood ,, Col.1.74 
of leſs Chriſt clenſeth vs from all ſme, That we may fully vaderſtand this point 5, ,Qh vo, 
how linnes are remitted by Chriſt and for hin; itis to bee noted, that in linne 
there arethreethings: The firſt is the crime (elfe, or the ſwaruing and ſtray- 
ing from the will of God;by which God is offended. The ſecond is, the guilt,by 
which the partie offending is liable vnto ecernail puniſhment, Thethirdis, the 
ſtaineor blot,which thefinne committed leaueth in the offender;by whichthere 
followeth an aptneſle or pronenelle cither to the ſamelinne or to any other. 
Theſe three aretaken away by the merit of Chriſt ; The diſobedience or crime, 
is taken away by his obedience. The guilt is remooued by his ſuffrings. The cor- 
ruption hidden by his holinetle, and the very being of 1t daily diminiſhed, and 
by the ftrengeh, power and working of his ſpirit. If it be demanded how this can 
be2I anſwer,itis done by imputation,by which there is a kinde of tranſlation or 
putting ouer ofthe beleevers finne vnto Chriſt, and of Chriſts righteoulnetleto 
the beleeuer, Chriſts obedience is accounted the obedience of the belecuer: 
Chrilts ſuffrings,the ſuffrings of the beleeuer : Chriſts holineſſe,the holinefle of 
thebeleeuer. And ſo God accounteth Chriſts obedience,paſſion and holinctle 
tobethe belecuers, as much as if they were really in him, andas ifhe himſelfe 
had aQtually and perſonally performed the ſame. The right vnderftanding of 
this point is the key of Religion,and thelaffe of al true comfort in Chriſt Telus, 
Now the ſecond thing to bee opened (which is indeedethe doctrineofthe 74, x, dof, 
place)is; That (aluation tandsin the Remnſſion of ſmes, And this isiultified by that 
lzying of the Plalmez Bleſſed is the man whoſe wickedneſſe u forginen,and whoſe ſime is Us 
courr4k, Now looke wherein (tands happinelle, therein flards faluation : for *Pl:k32.1 
what happineſle is there beſides ſfaluation? And the reaſon of the doRrine is ap- 
parant, 
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parant, Man was ficlt caſt out of Paradiſe for line; neither doth any thing hine 
der his returnebut onely {inne: for ſo long as his linnes remaine, they arcasa 
raightte burden\,to pretſe him downe to hell, and his wages and (tipendis eternall 
Deathn,Thereforeit{inne be taken away and pardoned, God hath againſt hi, 
no matter of diſpicaſure, and Chrilts obedience being imputed co him, heaven 
cannot be denied hien,he mult needs be ſaved. This may brictly (erue to make 
plaine this doctrine. | 
The firſt vſcof it, isto {krengthen_vsina notablepoint, which is, thatin the 
matter of (aluation,all merit and deſert of our owne workes,are vtterly excluded; 
Theground whereof isin this place very expretlſe. For I vemand : wherein doth 
that /a/uarion ſtand,which muſt be publiſhed by rhe Miniſter in the Church of 
God:Z acharie anſwereth;that it ſtands in therc-/ſ7on of linnes. Now, deſert and 
rewiſſioncannotagree: If my plea forfaluation mult be,the pardon of my lins, 
where1s my merit? It T haveſalvation by deſert of workes, I baueit vpon righes 
butii TL obraine it by the pardon of iy (innes, I have it wholly ypon courtette, 
T his is a dire kindof reaſoning : anditis iftified by Samy Pans courte. His 
maine propolition is, that a man uin{ificd by faith, without the workes of the law n, 
This he proueth (as by other reaſons, ſo) by a teltio-ony fetched our of the two 
and ehirtieth Plaline, Even as Darid(laith he) declarcth the bleſſeaneſſe of the man 
vnto whome God imputeth righteouſneſſe without workes 9;&c, Danid placerh happi« 
nelſeinthe remiffiun of tinnes ; If in remiſſion of linnes, what places left for 
workes in this bulinetſe?And this 1s the expretle doQrine of the Scripiure: Eter- 
nall life s the gift ef Gody : and whatis more free then gift? By grace are ye ſaved 
through fanh.c&c.not of workes teſt any man ſyould boaſt humſclfe 4, Net by the workes of 
r:ghreouſneſſe which we had donebut according to his mercy heſaned vs*,Tf any workes 
might deſerue,what more meritorious then the ſufferings of Martyrs? yetthe af+ 
fluftions of this preſent time,are not worthie 0; the glorie, n hich ſyali be ſhewed wnto vel. 


T his is direRtly againſt thedoRrineof Popery, which is not aſhamed to main- 


taine.that Works are the proper canſe of fe enerlaſtmg ©, L,:t Papilts(if they can) re 


Teſt. Gal. concile and maketheſe agree,how (aluation can begrounded vpon the forgine- 


6.9, 


URom. 4. 4. 


neſle of (innes,and yet be ours by the dignitie of 6urworkes, They crie out a+ 
gainft vs inregard of this doftrine two wares, Firſt, chat life eternall and falvati- 
on are often in Scripture promiſed as the reward of good workes,and that ti:er- 
forelife eternall is of merit. I anſwer,thar reward ts twofold. Firlt,ovf favour. Se- 
condly,of debt.So Saint Part timſelte doth diſtinguiſh v, Now bife eternall , isa 


* Rom, 6+ 33. reward of fauour:/t zthegift of God*. Indeedein the matter of (aluation God 


5 Col 3-24, 


= Eph.2,10, 
21am. 2. 2% 
b Gals 6, 
© Tit 2 14, 
4 Tit, 3.14. 


hath made himiſelfea debter: But how ? By his free promiſe,not by the merit of 
any worke. If he bath vouchſatcd to proauſelifeerernall ro our obediencefttis 


true we may claime it as due, but not becauſe of the excellencie of our obedience, 


but becauſe of the truth and irength of the promiſe, Very cffeAvuall isthat 
phraſeof the Apoſtle, when he calleth life eternall, a Renard of inheritance: 
which prooues,that God doth not giveit for Workes, as 4 thing by them deſer- 
ved, but becaufe we are become his children by the free grace of adoption, Se- 
condly,they crie out,that by this means we deſtroy good Works, I anſwer,that 
that isa meere vntruth. For we lay,thatrone can be ſaued without good Works, 
becauſe God bath ordained ihe that we (hould walke inthi* we reach,that that Faithy 
is vaive and deed 2,which doth er worke by lone Þ;For albeit we mult be 2ea/ou5 in 
good workes<,not with an hope to merit thereby; yet we knowand preach, that 
thereareſundry neceſſarie v/es 4 of them, for which they ought not to benegle- 
Qed, Sothen this is the firſt vſe of this doArine, to eſtabliſh vs1n the doarine 
of free iuſtification without workes. If I would be ſaved, the pardon of my (innes, 
the biding and covering of mineowne ations, isthe thing which I mult ſeeke 
after:therefore what warrant baucT ro rely vpon my owne deſerving? This is 


nicedfullto be noted, becaulc this errour goeth farre, and too too many doetrult 
I obs co 
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to their owne deeds, If thou wouldeſi be ſaued, this muſt be thy Plea: O Lord 1 
haue finned,enenin my beſt conrſes, Tbeſeechthee for Chriſt to pardon mee ; and nor, 
Lord behold this I haue done, thus I bane deſerned, therefore Irequire thee of thy inſtice 
toreward me. - 1 2a, 2644 8 

| Thelecond vie,{s matter of exhortation to everyone of vs, For behold,our The 2. U/e. 
faluatiun ſtands inthe remiſſion of fianes : Doſt thou then delice eo be ſaued? 

then thou multlabour that thy (linnes may be pardoned : This followeth neceſ- 

farily. It is a wofull thing to lookevpon the molt: They pretend an expeRati- 

on and a deſire of (aluation;talke with them , they will ſay they deſireit-& pray - 

for it:yet ofall other things, Remsſto» of iuner,is that which is leaſt Jaboured for. 

Ifany man ſhould with Salomon, (ltandin the window of his bouſe , and looke © and © Prou,7,6 
conlider the courſes of men, how ſhould hee ſee them ewploied ? Some'gaping 

after wealth;ſome ſtriving to become great,and to ſet their neſt onhief,fomerun- * Habs, 9 
ning after vaine delights, fome plotting and ſtudying for reuenge, ſome drin- 

king,ſoime gaming,ſome playing the wantons,ſome pranking vp themſelues, all 

ofthem guiltie before God, of morelſinnes then there bee gratle piles vpon the 

earth,and yet ſcarcely any one ſeriouſly buſying himſelfe about this, how his - 

ſins may be pardoned,and his iniquitiescouered, If we ſhould ſee amalefaftor 
ouiltic of ROPUIEET treſpaſles, takenandimprifoned, and the day of the 
alliſeapproching,and yetthe ſame manto be ſecureandiocund and gameſome; 
would we not all condemne him for a deſperate perſon, and ſay , wee wondered 
how he could bee ſo merrie, hauing ſo many foule matters tobe putin againlt 
him,and not knowing how to eſcape?yes doubtlelTe. And yet euen fois the cafe 
with vs:O0 ar ſinnes are more innumber then the haires of our head 8s;taken we be,and 


Z Plal.40.i2; 


cannot hide our ſelues from the Lord,(for » hither ſval we flee from bis preſence Þ?) © Halag.y 
anſwer to particulars we cannor,to endure thetriall isa thing vnpoſlible; for if 

= thou,0 Lord, fraily markeſt iniqnities,O' Lord who [hall Stand ? and,canthine heart i Pfal.yzo, 3 

= endurc,or canthy hauds be ſtrong inthe daies that I ſhall hawe toave with thee &? The *Ezxck.z 2.14, 


very fight of the Tudgeat the day of reckning, will make vs ſay to the mountaines, 

Fall onvs,and tothe hls, Conervs!,Whatthen ſhall we ſay 'of our bwneſelues, who 'Lcuc.z3,30 

for all this, ſleepe vpon the elbowes of our owneſecuritie, and put theſe rhings 

farrefrom our thoughts, and never goe abouttoſue outa diſcharge, andto bee 

comfortably ſecured in our conſciences of Gods fauour? ' T his ſecuritie cannot 

beexculed ; well may wee ſlzepe in our negligence, but our Damnationſleeperh 

not ",andwe ſhall ſurely periſh in our careleſnetle. Thou wilt ſay (perbaps)vnto =, pe. . ; 

me;You ſpeake much of my negligence,you blame mefor not ſeeking thepars © 

don of my linnes,but you teach mee not the way by which I might obtaine this 

fav®ur. Hearken therefore, whoſocuer thou art, which deſireſt to bee inſtructed 

in this thing, Thereis none can forgiue ſinnes but God; the only perſon, in and 

by whomelinnes are pardoned,is Chriſt Ieſus, The meanes of obtaining pardon 

from God the Father by Chrilt,is ſet downe briefly by Saint 7ohn: If we acknow- 

ledge our ſinnes, he is faithfull and inf} to forgine vs our ſames®. Thusthenthou wuſt =\,1,þ ig 

proceed ifthou delire R emiſſion of ſinner; Firſt,thou mult vſea diligent and ſeri- 

ous examination of thine owne heart by the law of God, to (ce how' the caſe 

ſtandeth with thee,and what (innes and corruptions thou art guiltic of: This the _ 

Sctipture teachethzLet vs ſearch andtry our waies 9, Secondly,thou mult in thine » ram.z; 40; 

owne thoughtsarraigne thy ſelfe before God, ſuppoling that even nowthe day 

of reckning were,and thou wertnow inſtantly coanſwer before God,” Thirdly, 

thou muſt put ypan accuſation againſt thy (elfe,ripping vp allthy knowne ſins, 

without letſeriing them, without excuſing them, without hiding them, without 

taking vpon thee to defend thein: T hus did Danid; 1know mine iniquities, and my 

ſunne ts ener before me, Agauust thee,againſt thee only haue I ſmned? , ec, Thus did » Plalegi, 3.4 

Exra;Our iniquities are merzaſed oner our head,and our trefpaſſe is gronne vp ts hea _ 

11, Fourthly,thou mult goe onto giue the ſentence againſt thy ſelfe,acknow- 4 xzra g. 6. 
ES, ledging 
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ledging that thou art worthy of everlaſling death and condemnation. Thus did 
D anicl;0 Lord onto vs belongeth open ſhame *; Thus did the Prodigal, { am nomore 
worthy ro be calledtby ſome, Fiftly, thou mult with as much earaeſtnetle as thoy 
ollibly canft , entreate the Lotd for Chriſts ſake to pardon thee, - and never 
- himynll he giuethis bleſſed anſwer ro thy conſcience, that all thy linneg 
are cleage put out of his remernbrance.T hus we arctaught to doc;Take vntogoa 
words,and tain tothe Lord,and [ay umo him, Turne away all intquitie,and receine vy 
gracunſly*, Thus did Daniel; O my Godencline thine eare and heare, &c. O Lord 
hbeare,O Lord forgine,O Lord conſider v,&, Laſtly, thou mult begge grace and 
ſtrength to beable to walke in newnelle of life. So did Dawid; Ler rhy good fpirit 
leade meintothelaud of righteonſneſſe*; Thisisthe only way to obtaineremſ/ionof 
linnes,if we would beſaved,thisis athing which ought dayly to bee done; wee 
mult be ever reckning with our ſelues,(tillafciting our ſeJues before God, ill 
laying open ourcorruptions before him,ſtill bewailing our weakenelles, (ll ſys 
ing for mercy,(till labouring that our ſinnes may be ſhaken off, and the graces of 
Godincreaſedinvs. Aretheſe(trange things to our knowledge, ſtrange ro our 
praQiſe, haue weneuer thought ypon taking this ſctious and ſiritand thorow 
courſewith our (elues?{urely our finnes do yet hang vpon the file in Gods high 
court,the bill againſt vsievncancelled, and in the day of account wee cannot 
eſcape. Ic is my duty ro ginc knowledge of [aluation, and to teach char our ſaluation 
ſtands i theremsſ791 of linnes, and toſhew you the way how this rem:ſon may 
be obtained:and Godforvid that [ ronuld ceaſe to ſhew you the goed & the right way Y, 
Ifnow,when the way is thus ſanded forth vnto you, you will ſay, asthey didof 
old. will not walke therein*,you mult ſuffer mee to concludewith Aeſes, I ral 
heauen and earth torecord againſt you , this day , that you ſnall ſhortly periſh a, Thus 
much forthe fourth branch. | | | 
The fifc is the fountaine out of which this /a/uation; which ſtatds in the re« 
miſſion of ſmes,doth flow,in thoſe words,T brough the tender mercy of our God, The 
phraſe of ſpeech here is very effeAuall. For Z acharie (atisfiech not bimſclfeto 
lay mercy,but he mentioncth,Bewels of mercy. It is ſpoken after the manner of 
mengto note out an exceeding tendernetſe and inwardnetle of compaſſion, ſuch 
as is,when a pitifull perſon his very bowels yearne and are mooved within him. 
to bchold ſome wofullor diltrelſed ſpeftacle.So the mercy of God in thiscaſeis 
notordinary,but more full of commuſeration, then any man poſlibly can ima- 
gine, Hence are we taught that, (which hath bin often touched inthis Hymne) 
namely,That the ſupreame canſe,the firſt roote of our ſaluatio,ts the riches of Gods mer- 
eq,the tendernes of bis voluntary && free copaſſion towards 15, Hence is it that theeleR 
arc called 7eſſcls of mercy Þ,becauſe the whole work of their ſaluatio, can be aKri« 
bed to no other thing but only tomercy. Excellent is theplace of the Apoſtlc*y 
Thus and thus we were by nature,dead intreſpaſſes and in (ins,childrenof wrath, 
Whenceis it that weare broughtinto a better eltate? God,which & rich in mercy, 
C&chath quickned vs,&c, Paul ſfaith of himfelfe that he had ſometimes bin a blaſe 
phem«r,&+ a perſecnter,& an oppreſſer:whence cameit,that he was not ſo ſh]zwasit 
from himſelfe?no:/was receined to mercy,laith he 4.Bleſſed be God,&&c,which accors 
ding to bis abundant mercy<,&c.The Scriptureis very precile in this point,in aſcri- 
bing euery ſpeciaſty ro Gods mercy & freegrace. Touching cleHi6,itiscalled tbe 
eleflronof grace f, Touching vocation;it is (aid to be according to graces, Touching 
faith,itis ſaid ro beginenÞ, Touching iuſtification, itis ſaid to bee freely by Goas 
gracei, Touching every good motis,itis ſaid,that it & God which workethu k,Tou- 
ching life eternall,ie is rermed a gift), The holy Scripture laboureth in nothing 
more,the to proue that God was moued by nothing in the matter of mans ſal- 
vatio,but only by his mercy, 1zeven 1,am be that putteth away thine miquities for mint 
own ſake ®,, And indeed if our natural eſtate be coſidered,it muſt needs be,that al 
will beaſcribed to mercy: Children of wrath », Enemicsto Grd ©, our imaginations onl) 
cull e, of 
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our wiſedome death 4,Reprobate go enery good worke *, What was there(thinke we)to *Rom. 8.6 
induce God,or to encline or bend him to'doe ought for vs 2 how mult notall *Tiws1.16 
needs be ſaid to flow from his free mercy?Euery ſpirituall man may truly fayia 
reſpe&t of [piritvall things;as 7acob did of his wealth , God bath had Mercy on mee, 
nd therefore I bane alltheſe things ,oras the Church acknowledgeth z Zordtbou © go __ 
ha# wrosght allour workes for vs*, tn tIfay 26.12 
' Thevleis,ftil]to maintainetheglorieof God, andto beate downe the natu- Fee x. 
rall prideanJpreſuming of mans heart:merit and grace canneuer agree®:that u Rom,u,s | 
which isby -2:rcy isnot by workes, that which is by workes is nbt by mercy. And 
know wethis,that we haue'made great procecdings in godlineile, when we have 
karned out ofthe due conſideration of our owne ſpirituall weakneile, andout 
of the lively apprehenſion of our owne loft and deſperate eſlate,cffeually and 
iffcRionately roacknowledge,that had it not beenefor the vnſpeakeableriches 
of Gods mercy,we could never hauecome one piece of a ſtep towatds heauen, 
Agd indeed,vntill a man is cometo the effeuall acknowledgment and vnder- 
ſtanding of A avlolute miſerte in himſelfe,without any power left in himſelfe, 
ſo much as by athoughtto wiſhor further his ownetrue good, heemay prateof 
the mercy of Goo, but hscan never truly and comfortably apprehendit.God is 
ſoielous of it,thatif wegoe abourro temperany otherthing therewith more or 
Icſe,the (weernetTethereofis veterly loſt, Mo 
Secondly,this may be a comfort vnto vs;that Iooke how much we take from F7{e 2. 
our naturall humor by gruing all tro. Gods mercy, ſo much we addeto our fpiri- | 
tuall ſetlednetſe,and doe make the eſtate of our ſoules ſo muck the ſurer, For, if 
that which had the ficlt beginning from Gods mercy, were by our endeauours 
to beperficed, we might well doubt of our ſaluation ; butwhen wee rely wholly 
lad mercy, thereis nocauſe of feare: becauſerhe mercy of God is(as . 
himſelf&perpetuall and voalterable. There is nothing in vs that began ir, there 7 
is nothing in vs thatcan alter ir. | | 
. Thelixtbranch now fotloweth, touching the eſpeciall fruits of this tender 
mercy of God:and that is,that therby the day-ſpring fromon high hath viſited vs, Here 
we muſt enquire, x What the daj-pring is, 2. Whois meantby it, 3. Why it is ſaid 
to befrom an high.Fir(t, by Day-ſprimg 1s meantliterally, the firſt appearanceand 
breaking of the day.in the Eaſt parc of heauen, foretelling the neereriling and 
appreching of the Sunne, Secondly, by Day fpring is ſpiritually vnderſtood 
Chriſt Teſus. It ſeemerththat Z acharie had reference rothe ancient Prophecies, 
- touching a ftarre that ſhonldcome of lacob * , and 'of a Sunneof Righteouſneſſe which , 1... , 4.19 
 fronldariſey.Thirdly,it is ſaid tobefromon hie, toteach vs from whencethisre- 7 atalg,s 
freſfing commeth,not from earth,not from he/ow, notfrom the deuice or pro- 
curement of Man;but from Heauen,from the free grace and mercy and power 
of God. And it is alſo ſaid tov;/te vs; to note out (as hath beene before obſcr- 
ved)our wofull extremitie withour Chriſt:inaſmuch as the word(vifro)doth or- 
dinarily betokena ſicke and diſtreſſed eſtate inthoſe which are vilited, Sothat 
this ische ſenſe; that by thegreat mercie of God, it is cometo pale, that Chrilt 
| Tefos,(whois the light and comfort of his Church )hath broken forch,and hath 
| caſtouthisbeames for the refreſhing and cheeringof our ſoules, ' © 
 .  ITfthisclauſewereto bee handled apart , mary things might bee gathered 
thence: buttreating of it now with thereſt, and ſo, neither repeating ourof it 
things alceadietouched,nor yet railing from it ſuch points as that which follow- 
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. ethwill give vs more full occaſion to con(ider,theſeare the chiefethings:to bee 

g noted hence.Fir(t,That the comming of Chriſt ints the world, to worke our [aluation js The 3. doZ, 
. the principal enidence and thz chiefe fruit of Gols mercy, Conlider how this is raiſed, 

e Z acharic had ſpoken of the bowels of Gods mercy,that is,of the deepelt meaſure of 

t his grace & compaſſion: Now,asaninſtance and proofethereof, hedorh inſiſt 

J 


eſpecially vpon this,the riling of the Sunne of RighteonſneſſeChrilt Teſus, As H - 


._W 
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. had ſaid:Many waies is the mercy of God made knowne vnto ys,theearth is full. 


* Rom-5.8 


*x olok4.9 


Þ ach. 26 


The V/e. 


ut Plal.4 7 


« 
The 4, de, 


4 At.5.39 


<©Rom.8,3 3 


f 2.Tim, 2,19 
The 1.}ſe. 


2Heb.6.19 
hk Col. 3-3 
Thez. Uſe. 


i Col.3,r 


E Ioh,8,:2 


TReunz,r 


The eA bridgement of the Goſpel. 


ofit,but this exceeds all;thar he hath enlightened fhe World by his Sonne, and 


hath viſieed vs with ſo great faluation. To this agrecth the ſpeech of Pal, 


God (etteth out his lone toward vs, ſecing,&oc, Chrift diedforvs%, His meaning ig, 
that in other things the mercy of Gad is not obſcure, but the myltery of Chriſt 
is(as it were)a ſtage, ypon which he hath ſet it forth; thatall men might behold 
initthefulneile thereof. 1»rhis(ſaith Tobn) appeared the lowe of God, becauſe he ſent 
hu onely begotten Soune intothe World *,&c, luthis + meaning,that although It ap« 
pearethin other things, yet 5 this eſpecially, The reaſon is plaine:Itis the mercy 
of God,that weliue and breathe ,and enioy health and peace, In theſethingy 
Gods loueistobeſcene, but what were theſe without Chriſt , according to that 


ſayi ne;What ſhallit profit a man,though be ſvould winne the whole werld, if hee liſe bis 


owne /onle? All other comfort without an intereſt into Chriſt, doe bur helpeto 
encreaſeour condemnation, | 
This ſerueth to diſcouer our folly.Ofall the mercies of God, that, of Chriſt 

is thechicfeſtzyer ofallcherelt itislealt ſought for, Weare (themoſt) cightbf 
the Epicures minde;if the (ides and belly be well,ler the reſt go howit will, Here- 
inwearelikechildren,wholooke vps the babiesin a booke,but carenot for the 

matter, Theſe outward things are but toies and trifles in compariſon, them wee 
922e vpon,vpon them we doe euen fixe ourdelires, It ought not to beſo,neither 
indeed is it ſo with true Chriſtians:they arelike Danidzwho when he beheld the 


men of his time,reioycing in their Fheat and their Fize,cried out, Lord lift wp the 


light of thy countenance vpon mee ©, as it were (corning allthings elsin reſpeR of 
that. Remember we then:This is the height of Gods mercy, that he hath giuen 
vs Chriſty let it be the height, yea, theverie All, of our deliresto enioy Chrilt, 
Of all cares,let this be our chiefe care, how we may be ſaued, he 
Another point obſeruable hence is; The ſfableneſſe and vnchangeablengy of that 
worke of /aluation which is wrought by Chriſt Jeſus: Te mult beſo, ſeeing it is (aid to 
bejrom on hiezout of heauen and from God, Apply to it we may that cule of Ga- 


maliel: If this counſell be of God,yee cannot deſtroy it 4:ſo this thing,isfr2 9n bie,it bath 


fetched the beginning from God,therforcit cannot be fruſtrated. All chings vn- 
der the Moone areſubie tochange, the things aboueare brme & immutrable. 
T hisis Paulrreaſoning touching the certainty of ſa/vation<. He goeth vp on hie 
to the foundation of al, Gods cternall Predeſtination,that is vnchangeable,ther- 
fore their Tultificatio is firme,therefore their Glorification is certaine. Hymencus 
and Phil4tss by their falſe dorine deſtroied the faith of certaine{for it was not 


 builevp6 the Rocke) but The forndation of God remaineth ſure, faith the Apolllef, 


This is,ficſt,a great comfort to all true belecuers : Their ſalvation depengeth 
notyponyncertainties:hee is come from on hie,which hath vndertaken it. This is 
an Anchor of the ſoul: both ſure and ſtedfaft s.Tour life is hid with Chrift in God \,The 
courſe was framedin heauen,all the (trength & power of hell cannot dillolueit. 

Secondly,this(from: on hie)may bea good admonition to ys,if we delirea part 
with Chriſt,to labour to pul & retire our affeions from earthly things,So re- 
ſoneth Panl;If ye be riſen with ( briſt,ſecke the things which are abone',Our ſalvation 
is fremon hie,and therefore we mult labour to looke vpward:It was the ſpeech of 
Chriſt:7o# arefro beneath *, meaning, that becauſe they were ſuch as did ſauout 
onely of earthly things,therefore Religion and grace could not enter into their 
hearts, If we ever be like ſwine, muzlingin the groud, & like the Moleor Want, 
burying our (clues in the carth , wee makeour ſeluesvnfir for the kingdome of 
GodThe Church hath the Icon wnder ber feet): Shee deſpiſeth & ſetteth light 


© byallcheriches,glory,pompe & carnall pleaſures of this world: And indeed (ti), 


the higher a man laboureth to life vp his thoughts to heaucnly things,the balct 
will theſe earthly things ſeemeto be vnto him:as when oncliwetha high tower 
or hill, the higher he doth mount, theleſſe doth cucry thing appeare whichis 
below him. 1 The 
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The third Sermon.” 
To giue light tothem that fit ndarkneſſe andin the ſradew of cath, 2d 2+: 4 


our feete into the way of Peace, T 


: SKEP | 


5) E are nowcomevntothe ſeuenthanalaſtbranch; namely; 
f theſpeciall end why this Day-ſpring hath appeared, which 
'| is.7 gine light, "Os EE. dat 
I/Y| Theſummeotf the placeis, A kindnelle or benefit be- 
ON (towed: the partie by whomeitis beſtowed wee haue heard 
11 of:(The Day-ſpringfromon hie). Nowwehaue here twothings 
Wl to be-conlidered of : 1. The (tateand condition of the 
: parties to whome 1t is giuep (they //f mm darkneſſe and inthe 
fradow of death).2.T he qualitic of the benefit, (To gine light, and, roguidemms the 
wa) of peace.) T heformer ſheweth how emiſerablewe bee without Chriſt: The 
latter,what happineſle is offered to vs in Chcilt, Beat ; 

In handling theformer we mult firſt enquiretheſenſe,namely,wbat is meant 
by Darkneſſe,and what by che /hedow of Death, T heword(Darkneſſe) mult not bee 
taken litecally,for any outward,materiall,cartbly or ſenliblEgarknelſle;ſuch as is 
when the heauens are ouerwhelmed with clouds, the Sunneler, the (tarres hid- 
denandehe Moone not appearing , and neither fire nor-candleto beegottenz 
Bur it muſt be cakenin a ſpicituall ſenſe, with reference tothe inward pates, to 
the ſouleand conſcience. And being ſoraken,itbetokeneth two things. z.Want 

.oftrueſaving knowledge: 2. Want of trueſpirituall comfort, "Thus Zrghr, in 
Scripture is taken:firſt, for true knowledge: That the Eies of your ny 
may be lightened »:; Secondly for true comfort: Light i ſowenfor the Righteous, and Fph.s. 18 
joy for the upright in heart *,Soalſo darkneſſe,is put for the contrarie. Firſt, for /gno- « 1141.67.16. 
rance: Men loued darkneſſe rather then Light 9; Haning their cogittation darkned p. Se- 91oh,z.1o 
condly,for amazednelle and perplex1tic of ſpirit : /fthey looke to the earth, bebold * Eph 4.8 
darkneſſe and ſorrow 4, Therefore Hell, which is the ſeat of Horror, is called _ a. 
Darkn:ſſe*, Sothen by thoſe which ſ# indarkneſſeare meant thoſewhich lie by- , Mah yp 
ticdinignoranceand blindnelle, ytterly deſtitute of all true ſpirituallconſola- * 
fion, | : 

Now to this,thereis added anotherclauſe,(The /tadowof death) A phraſe vſu. 
all in Scripture, ſignifying an eltate brought, as it were, within the cualtes and 
borders,and(as [ may ſo ſpeake)within the reach of death, Sothat the meaning 
of both clauſes together 1s this; That thoſe to whom Chriſt hath appeared as a 
Saviour,were without knowledge, without comfort, without any meanes or poſ- 
libility of life eternallin themſelues. T his is the ſenſe, © "22 

Here thenis ample occaliongiuen to ſpeake of our vaturall eftate without 
Chrilt-The miſery whereof Nands inthree things. x Want of truc knowledge. 
2.Want of true comfort. 3. Subietion andliableneſſe to death eternall. That 
theſe three areall true of euery natural man,I will declare briefly, | 

And firſt, That enery naturall man us deftuute of true knowledge , the Scripture 7he 3.79: 
[peaketh plainly. Pau/ſaith,that naturally our Cogitations are darkyed thronghig- Brine, 
noranceſ; thatwe are vnuw:/e r that 19, (nch as vnder fandnot What the will &f the f Eph. 4. iP 
Lord is; that the Wilcdome of our fleſh is death and enmitie agaimſi God * : thatwee”* Titus 3.3 
neither perceinenor Can know the things of the ſpirit of GodY. And:of this ignorance x Eph. 4 3 
ve haue examples;asin Nicodems, who could not tellwhat tomake of thedo- , _ 4 

. Q 3 ine 
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*Iohe39 QrineofRegenergtion*;3-and inthe learned: Arbenians, whowyrked at that 
*AR.17,32 which-Pant rangbt"rouching the Reſarrettion's;, The molt prints of Religi- 
on-feeme to fleth-atd bloud,, vnreaſonable , abfurd, vnlikeig;*ManHhark no 
knowledge of God by nature, byt anely:ſo mychas may feruc to condemne 
The 1.Y/e. him. EMIT HUAGISY þ 
We are taught by this, firſt, to diſclaimeall opinion of freewill, that is, of 
power in man{of himſelfe)tro embraceand ro entertaine good when it is offred, 
Thys.iscertaine;thatwhere the mindeof man hath Ho power'ta conceive, rhere 
>Eph,59+S thewill hathno power to embrace, Now it is prooned hbere;thatwee are allin 
darkeneſſe;nay euen darkpeſſeitſclied, Wee are polletled with that extreameig. 
norance and Sulnefirda thethings of God,that(vf our ſelues) we cannot vnder- 
ſtand chem:Thereforezas God muſt Gr (t colighrep: our. mindes, before wee can 
conceiue any good,fo he mult firſt bend and trame and new mould aur wils, be. 
forewecan trulyatteR, nay before'wee can once. enclitie or: leane towards the 
ſame:Let the patrangof Freewill (ee. haw they-can reconcile thele things,name- 
ly,that jnwan ſhould naturally lie groucling in a thicke miſt of ſpirjtuall dark- 
nelle,and yet ſhould haue power in himſelfero chule that which is good, without 
The2.Uſe. ſpecial and particularenabling, 1 EN 
_ Secondly,this aduileth vs,not toadmit our ownefenſe and conceit as a Tudge 
in mwattersof Religion, The blinde(we ſay)is vnfitco iudge ofcalours, and natu- 
rall man,to deterwine of holy things, - Hethat will belecue nothing bue that 
which his owne reaſon ſhall approoye;, nor. doc nothing woreithen hiscorrupe 
afteRion ſhall enclinevntogſhall never belecue fo much; as hee owghe, nor pra- 
Etiſe the one halfeofthat which is required. A greag cauſe of mens diſobedience 
in religion,is,that.they conſult with ficſh and blood; that is, about marters of the 
© .ath.16.24 foulegthey conſult with.that which is the greateſt enemy to the {ctule. The firlt 
letſon tobe learned by a Chriſtian is.to deny him{effe.<, It ovght to ſatishe thee 
that God hath ſo commanded,ſo ſpoken,ſo reutaleg :-vhether it beagreeable 
torcalonor no,itisall one : Say with-Perer, Ar thy word I wil doerhts, or I will 
beleevethat.Happie is he,who being privy to bis owne ſpintyall. bhodncſe.can 
<Pſal.t1 9,0, {tretch out his hand to. the Lord;and ſay with Danid,Teach mee, Direbt my 31:95 
12.133 inthynord:Litme not wander from thy Commandements 4, 
The 3] [c. T hirdly,we are. hereby let to ſee what they doe which: pleaſe ther {clues in 

; their ignorance. Whatisir, but a delighting in their owne miferte ? It 16 a« 1a 
man ſhould content himlelfeto lie inthe bottome ofa darke ſtinking durgeur, 

_ even when there is meanes offered to releaſe him, What is the cbyiefe part ufc vr 
naturall miſery?Is it not this,thatwe fit in darkneſſe 2 But what garkreſſe 18117 Our 
ſenſes doe tell vs,itis not any outward,bodily darknefle,wFich is meart : Ic can: 
not be any,but the4arkveſſe of rhe/o#le, And what is the darkyeſſe of the /o»/e but 
ignoranceand dulnetle? Faith is theeie of the ſoule, and knowledge. thegi:rund 
of Faith. You then,which wilfully muzzell your ſeJves in ignorance, which de: 
ſire not tobe better taught which arewearic of the meanes of knowledge z what 
doeyou,but even reſoluewith your (elves to lie fliHin darkrneſſe,and to ruſh your 


© Math. 8, fſelues intothat Yiter darkneſſe,where nothing will he belides 7eeping and gnaſhing 


of teeth<?Remember.we then,thatas by natureinreſpeoflione, weare of all 
creatures the molt myiſerable, ſo.one branch of our: muſerieis the darknelle of 
ignorance,thewant of true ſauing knowledge:if we doe willingly,and contented- 
ly cheriſh our ſcluesthercin,and refuſe rovnderſtand the things which belong 
vnto our Peace,itis all one as if we ſhould ſay,YYe n5[ not bee ſancd ; Hell ſpall bee 
more welcome vnto vs then eternall fe, | 


Thet, Do- Thelſecond part of our natuall miſeri e, is, The want of i7ue comfort, Theres 
firine, *Mepeacetothewicked, ſaith God, Theconſcience,naturally,becing not yet renu- 
& 


"Hay $7.28 


and purged by Chrifts blood, hath in it,one of theſerwo cuils -Senſleſnelle,cr 


Amazedaeſle:Eitheritis blockiſh and benummed and teeleth nothing , '” 
AGILE eg2n18:6 x 
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ſo palſerh 9nin'a kinÞ6f frowſinefſeand fecuritie,-hke an Oxerhats ethto the 
Janrhrers ;orcisitisperplexed and diſitated withihward horror,nockhowing 8 Pro.7.22 
DB which vaytoturhcitfdfefor any trucrefreſhing-Andiherecaſon i3'thiss ;.In'<- 

IE 8 vety raturall heart;Satah teignerth /andworketh by and Chrilt is a fffainger from hEphe.s,z 
jt. Now where the King of confulion reigherth ; and where che Prinze of Peace i *Iay g.6 
is a ftravger, what cotnfort can'be I0ekes for? Againe; the fourdatibn bf all 


panie,Muſicke, diſcourſe,gaming,andthings of the likenature ; which are like 

ro warer taken by onelicke of a burning fever, which cooleth alittle atthe firſt, 

but after increaſeth the heate : or to ftickes catched atby a man ready to bee 

drowned, which promiſe ſome hepeof helpe, but'yet faile in the vie, and periſh *: 

with him that truſtedro them, If wedelire truecomfore,we mult goe ourofour 

ſclues, and lockevpward , to him, whois the God of allconſolation?.; Ta his word ! 2.Cor.1.3 
wemult meditate ; Excepr (ſaith Danid )thy Law bad beene my delight, 1 fpould © © 

now hauc periſped in mine affiition", The cauſe of mensdeadneile in the day of mPſaling. gs 
ſorrow,istheir dependance vpon carnall meanes(thereedof Egypr® )while inthe *1ay 36,6 
meanStimethey negled the principall, | 6 0 ES + FEA 


Thethird part of our naturall miſerie, is /#bie80n to eternall diath. Death is The 2. do- 


one oner all men® : and, The wages of ſme ix deathy , God told Adam, that in the tirine, 


© Rom 5,12 


aay that he ard eat the forbidden fruut, hee ſhould die the deathy, Now inaſ; much as 
we have all taken part with this diſobedience, wehaueall a ſhare tn this puniſh- 
ment, This puniſhment is called Death, not becauſe itisan vtter abohſhment 


-P Aom 6,23 
aGen,2.17 


ofthe Being of the creature, (bappie were it for the wickedif it were f6) buritis | 
ſo called, becauſe the foule is cternally ſeparated from God, whois thefoun- -: 


taine of life and happinelle,and by that meanes;it 1s euer dying,butdicthneuer, 
wiſhing a diſſolution, bur can neuer obtaineir, rl | 
The vie hereof is to humble vs,and to abate ovr naturall pride. Among men, 
it weſeeone that isa begger by birth, tobe proud, andlittingvp himſelfe, wee 
account it intolerable, Put caſe ſome one were borneto be a (laueor a drudge; 
We would thinke ſuch an ene had little cauſe of boaſting : Yet ſuch is che natu- 
rall condition of vs all. The ſpadow and darkznes of eternal death, 1s our beſt in= 
hericance, Let God giue vs our righr, and what portion can weexpe@ but the 
fice of hell ? It is natures deſert, nay it is even the deſire of nature, tobepluyged 
intoit, Why arewe ſecure, whom our linnes havecaſt into ſuch a diſmall eſtate? 
Thou prideſt thy ſelfe in thy birth, thou in thy wealth, thou inthy wit, thou in 
thy painted ſheath &pgay clothing , & conſiderelt not,thy belt deſert what iris, 
and whereto it tends; whereas thou oughteſt rather topowre ont thy heart kke wa- 
ter before the face of the Lord*, and ro cry with Danid : Sawe me OGed ; Deliner mee 
ont of the mirethat I ſinke not : Let not the pit (but her month opoume', © © 
Thus much touching the ſtate of the parties, vpon whom Chriſt beſtowerh' 
the benefit of faluation : where we ſee whatweareall by nature without thelighe 
of knowledge , withour the hight of comfort, ready ro be ſwallowed vpin the 
darkenefe of eternall death. The right vnderſtanding of this point, when it 
workesto the humbling of the ſoule, 1s the very firſt ſteppeto'happigelle,and 


thefirlt fruits of true godlinelle. 
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and knowledge * ; and of bis fulnrſſe we muſt all receiuey, Secondly,to giue the Light 
of comfort :The Spirit ef the Lord « vponme, (the place is meant of Chrill) co gine 
branty for aſhes the oyle of toy for mourning the garmcnt of gladneſſe for the ſpirut of hea- 
niveſe* :. Andrhence commeth that offer made by Chriſt: Come vnts me all that 
are wearie, &-c, and ee ſhall findereſt for your ſoules*, Thirdly,to giue the Zzght 
of Life : He that folow:t4 me, (ball not walke in darkeneſſe, but ſhall hane the Light of 
Lifeb, He hath bronght Life and Immortaluy to Light by the Gofpell, Andthus is 
that fulblled which Chriſt ſpake : #Whoſoencr beleeneth in mee ſhall not abideindark- 
neſſe4; netherin thedarknelle of Ignorance,nor in the darknefle of diſcomfort, 
nor in thedarknetle of eternalldeath, | 
| Now ferthe manner and meanes of imparting this Light : Hewhois the 
Sunn: of Ryghteonſucſſe £,conucieth the beames of this Light by two inllruments: 
1. The Word, 2. TheSpirir, To allure vs that the Word is the Inftrumente 
to conuey the Light of Knowleage,it is ſaid,to gine Light tothe eyes f;and the Minis 
ſtery of it, is called the Light of rhe Worlds ; the Miniſters themſclues, arafaid to 
bee Staryes in Chriſts right hand Þ; they haue committed vnto them, the Key of 
Knowledge , andit istheir office,to gine Knowledge *. Againe,that we may know 
the Word to be the Tnſtrument of comfort, it is (aid to recojce the Heart !, and to 
be a Comfort in troublen., Thirdly,to certifie vs,thatitis the Inſtrument of Life, 
itis called the Ford of Life >,and a quickning Words. Touching the Spiric,as much 
isteitifed alſo. By it God gives Knowledge, Itisthe Spirit of Trmth,and leadgth 
imtotrmthy, The worke thereof is called the opening of the Heart 4,and the opening 
of thende;ſtanding*, Secondly,by it commeth Comfort ;therefore he iscalled 
the Comforterſ, and The ole of gladneſſe*, Thirdly , by it commeth Life, for 
which cauſe it is called Thefpirn of Life» , T hus welce, Chrift the Day-ſpring,for 
what end he came, cuen togive Light, namely, the Light of Know leage, the Light 
of comfort,and the Light of Life; We vnderſtand alſo, hcw heſendeth foorth 
theſe his beames vpon vs : Outwardly,by the brightneſle of his Word: Inward- 
ly, by the ſhinipg of the Spicit, | 

Theficlt vſeis, to makethetidings ofthe Goſpel, tobe (as in their one na- 
ture, they are) iydings untovs of great zoy* ; They ſhould be as the newes of 7 


ſephs life to 1aceb , atthe hearing whereof his Spirit reniuedy, But why (0? The 


ſubſtance of the Goſpell is Chrilt Ieſus, andthe ſumme of his office is to gize 
Light : What one thingis there inthe world morecomfortable? When Pax/and 
the reſi were in darger of ſhipwracke,they ni/zed (ſaith the text) that the day were 
come*, Thedarkenelle of thenight added to their danger, and doubled their 
feare: Euery houre ſeemed two, vntill the day were broaken. Indeed the ſaying 
istrue of cuill doers : The morning © tothemas the (badow of death : byt tothem 
of honeſt cariage, the light of the day is exceeding welcome, Therefore Da- 
uidierteth foorth his longing after God, by the watching of the morning watch for 
the morning Þ , Teis ſaid of Abrahamthat hee reiozcedtoſee Chriſis day ©, Alittle 
glimpſe of this light was the very ioy of 4brabamcheart, How great therefore 


and intolerableis our dulneile,who takeno contentment in the beames ” ny 
80h, 
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Light, which ſhine vnto ve? A greatbleſlingitit, which is reported of Zabxlen 
and Nephthalim ; The people which ſate in darkyeſſe (aw agreat Light, and tothews 
which [ate in the Region and ſbadow of death light is riſen upd , Wee (by the good. 
nelle of God)enioy the like bleſling,and yer,inthe opinion of the mofh,it is no- 
thing lefſe then a bleſſing: Men had rather lie wallowing in thedarkenelle of Ig- 
norance, then open their ejes to tecciuethatlight abjchis offredynto them by 
the Goſpel. This is thatwhich will bring hell and judgement, ypon this genera- 
tion,according to that ſpeech of Chriſt : 7he i the condemmation, that light is come 
intothe World,and men loue darkeneſſerather then light . A maruell itis; that men 
ſhould reieR ſuch a bleſſing: Bur Chriſt hath told theteaſon ;Itis, becauſe their 
deeas are enill, This Light of dodtrin diſcovereth their ſinnes,{for it is Light which 
maketh allthings manifeſt * ) it bewrayeth the grotleneſſeof their courſes, and lay- 
eth open many a mans bypocrilie, whoſeemed to himſelfe, and was reputed by 
otherstobeſuch an one as heovght to be, Therecannot beagreater vexation 
ro menof corrupt mindsthen to be mer with in their linnes ; they cry then with 
Ahab , Haſt.thow found me , O mine enemies 7 This istheeavſe that the Lightof 
grace, whichwe oughtofall otherthings molt to xeioycein, is become ſuch a 
burchen voto vs z itdiſcouereth that , which wee delire by all meanes to keepe 
cloſe. The world hates me (faith our Saviour) becauſe Ireftifie of it, that the workes 
thereof are ensll*, Remember wee therefore: Chriſt is the Light, weearethey to 
whom he offcreth Light zhe bath ſent his wore to enlighten vs. If wee reioyce 
potin this Light,but wiſh rather it were even blowne our, that we might (leepe 
freely in our linnes, it ſhewerh vs to be the heires of darkeneſle, and that the 


| ſhadow ofcternall death mult beour portion, 


The ſecond vſe ſtandeth ehus:Sith Chriſt, as heeis Light himſelfe, ſo, im- 
partshis Light vnto vs by his Word and the Miniltety thereof, we muſt cemem- 
ber the counſell which Chriſt giveth : #alke while ye hane light , Wehaueno af- 
ſuranceof the continuance of that Light of the Goſpel] which weenaw enjoy. 
Our ſins may bring a {torme ypon vs,in which the Sw» rallgo downe oxer the Pro- 
phets,and the day ſhall be darke oner them, Our vnthankfulnes and barrennesin 
our profeſſion, our loathing efthe heauenly J{avnahb,bath deſeruedthis, and 
more: It is holy wiſdome therefore forys,to takethe benefit of the light whiles 
it ſhineth,le(t ſuch a judgement, ſhould come ypon vs,as Chriſt ſpake of z name- 
ly, that we ſhould defire ro ſee one of the daies, which we now ſeeand yalue not; but 
then /2all notſeerhems®, Pethaps,in the opinion of ſome this is no iudgement,nay 
it is the very thing they deſire, being like thoſe, whowhenthe Prophets of God 
were [laine,zcioced ower them,and ſent gifts one to another |. But let them hearewhat 
Chrilt ith ; He that walketh in the darke, knoweth not whither he goeth®., He that 
iourneiethnot whiles it is day,at laſt when he is benighted,heloſeth his way,fal- 
leth intothe hands of theeues,rulheth into ſome downe-fall where he calts away 
himſelfe. Suck isthe ateof men without the Light of doQrine: They go,they 
knownot whither ;they beleeue,they know not what zdownethey will bein the 
pitbefore they are aware. But (willſomeſay) will you inake vs blinde and fo lim- 
ple, that we cannot ſee the way to heauen without you ? T anſwere withthe words 
of Chriſt to the Phariſes z Now yee ſay, we ſee, therefore your ſinne remaiueth® ; You 
whichthinke your ſelues ſo cunning, there is none ſo blinde,, no bodies caſcis 
moredefperate, | 


The third vſe is taught by the Apoſlle,in theſewords , Wake a:the children of The 2.F/e; 


Light 9: Thatis,Chriſt is comeintotbe world toenlighten,his word is preached, 
toconuey the light of grace into our hearts: this isno ſmall priviledge ; behave 
your ſclues therefore agrecably to this mercy, live as becommeth thoſe whom 
God hath called into Light, Thisſamething the ſame Apoltlevrgeth elſwhere: 
The night is paſi(the.time of ignorance is blown over) the dais come (the Light of 
grace & knowledge hath appeared)pmt on therefore the armonr of Light » , We wy 
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thus vnderſtandit : Men that by occaſion goe abroad inthenight, arenotſo 


curious abuuttheir attire, thinking that whatſocver js awille gf will be ſhrouded 
vnder the mantle of the night : but heew ho goeth foorth atnoone day, will 
be morecarefull, that nothing may be ſcene contrary to modeſtic » Contrarieto 
ciuility, So (ſaiththe Apoſtle) inthe dayes of yourignorance, happely you 
might doeſuch or ſuch things, and becauſe you knew no other, they mighr (in 
ſome ſort) be borne withal!; bur now the caſe is otherwiſe : Light bath ſhined, 
grace hath appeared, knowledgeis preached vnto you, therefore other things 
are now expected zif you now hue as in times pait, your fat cannot be hid, your 
fault cannct be excuſed : Welſce in generall, whatthe Apcſtle perlwades. That 
we may more fully conceive whatthis'is toalkeinthe Light ; letvs heare him 
opening the ſame vnto vs: It comprehends vnder it threethings : 1. 7s approne 
that which # pleaſing tothe Lord 4, whichiis reuealedin the Sc ripture,andismore 
and moremadeknowen vnto vs by Preaching, 2. Tobewareof the vſrniful 
workes of darkeneſſe*, ſuch as gluttome, drunkenne ſe, chambering, wantonne ſe, ſtrife, 
entying l fil hinefſefeolt/h talking © , ec, 3. To R eprooue them: that Is,tocary our 
ſelues in that holy and blamelefle maner; that OUT very hues, (though we hold 
our tongues) tray be ſufficient to lay open. and condemne theleaud faſhions of 
the vogodly, This is ro'walke asthe children of Light, T his is (trai tlyrequired of 
s performed, How com- 
mon, how ſhameleſſe, and how prefumptuous aretheſcvpfruitfull.workes of 
dai kenelle;ſecurity,contempt of goodnefle;ſcorneof Religion ; Pride, hore- 
dome and ſuch ike? do theſe agree with that Light which God bath given vs? 
Thinke we that God hath a partin vs, whe thele things beare dominion over 
vs? It is vnpoſlible, /fwe ſay we bane fellowſhip with God,and walkein aarkent ſſe,we 
lie, and doe net truely» , T heconclulion is this :Chniltis our Light,heimparteth 
his beawes vnto vs by his Word : If welovethis Lighr,leres walke as the children 
of Light, Theworks of darkneſle will bring vs into his power who is the Prince 
 Theſecond part of the Benefit, is, 7o guide owr feete intoths way ef peace, Heere 
it muſt firſt be enquired what is ebe'way of peace. Secondly, it wuſl be procued 
chatwee needea Guide. Thirdly, 'it niult be juſtified that Chriſt is the Guide, 
Laſtly,it mult be ſhewed,;how hedoth guide. Of theſebriefly, _ | 
. The way of peace, is the way which leadeth vnto eternall happinella: 1: i- called 
Gods way * , and rhe wayofſaluationy , That wehavencedcfa guide, it is plaine. 
The way of peace (by nature) we doe not know ® ; The way which /, cereth right Unto vs, 
the iſſues thereof are the wanes of death , Ttis apart of our milerie, that we are tar- 
ned exery one to his owneway® , That Chriſt is the Guide, his owne words proove; 
[1(Gith he) amtheway<. Hee goeth before bu ſacepe, he leadeth them our d - Now 
he guideth euen as heegiveth light ; By the Word, and by his Spirit : By his 
| and the Jn- 
rerpreters of this word are called Guides*, 2, By his Spirit : Thy eares ſal 
heare a word behind thee, ſaying, This i the way , walke yeemits ,&c. The Spirit of 
truth will leade you intoall truth, Thusis that verified which Hannah ſpakein her 
ſong, that the Lord keepetb the feet of his ſaints , and(as David ſaith) doth reach 
them the way that they ſhall chuſe', Es pho hs 
Welſee by this,how foulely wedoe allerre by nature, how apt webe flillin 
matters which concerne our ſoules to be miſtaken, how graciouſly God hath 


_"dealewithvs in providing vs a guide; What ſhould we now learn hereby but this? 


Inallthankfulneiſe and humilitieto yeeld our (clues vnto his conduc. He hath 
preparedfor 5 a way by bis blood! ,” hee hath troden our a path by his owne Exam- 
plem, hehathlefrvs his Word and the Mrnuſteriethereof, to point out the hn- _ 
ger totheright way,and ro ſpew vs what is good® ; To the reverent vſe hereof hee 4 
hath promiſed theaſliftance and guidanceof his ſpirit : What ſhould he baue done 4 


more, 
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gore , which he bath not done® ? Shall we now whenall things are thus fitted for * 1fy 534 
vs, belike thoſeſpoken of in the Prophet, who when the way vas laidout be- 

fore them,(laid plainely,#/e will not walks thereiny . God forbid, Andindeed, we Plere 6s 
our ſelves if we do conliderit, muſt needscondemneit,thatit ſhould beſo, Why 


 thenisitſo? Chriſt calleth dayly vpon vsin hisword, while we be travelling in 


Chriſt, we wouldallſay with one voyce, Godferbid we ſhouldrefaſe is : but when 

he offereth his direRionsto vs in his Word, we will not follow chem. Hold we 

then this : Chriſt is the head Guide : His Word and the preaching thereof is 

the (taffe and inſtrument to condu vs : if werefule that guidance, we ſhallne- 

ver finde the way which leadeth ynto peace. | | 
Secondly,here we havea gooddireRion in thediverſitieand multiplicitie of The 2.m/c. 

guides, whom and what to follow.” The time-ſeruerfolloweth the Stateand the | 


law : The prophane perſon, the multitude: the worldling his outward quietnes : 


T he carnall wiſeman, his owne coaceit: The ſuperſtitious his forefathers: The 
Papiſts, the name ofthe Church. Hewhich would not be deceived, lethim 
hearkento Cbrilt : His /Seepe heave bis woice® : Chrilt ſpeakethin his word, IF = wha 10129 
wewillnceds follow men,letit beaccording to that rule: Be ye followers of me 4s 1 
am of (hriſty . Looke who gocth with Chriſt, that is, who brings his word, him » x,Cor.11.2 
letvs follow : Let vs doe as (ouldiers doein their watch,demand7beWeord.Thou 
wilt ſay ; the divell alleageth che word,as he did ro Chriſt, Truch, but heallea-» 
geth it falſly , as hedidin his reaſoning with Chriſt, Seeke thou the Lord 
in humilitie, andindeniall ofthy (elfe, he will give thee a diſcer- 
ning ſpirit,and thou ſhalt not finally,or fundamentally be 
deceiued, /fany men (laith Chrill) will dee my 
Fathers will, he all know of the defirine,whe« 
therit be of God, or whether I ſpeaks 
i of my ſelfe* + lob 7,19 
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